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WHAT IS THE GRADUATION RATE FOR ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGES?
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degree) to provide some additional time for graduates to emerge from the entering cohort. Figure 1
contains the number of first-time, full-time entrants and the graduates who emerge from that group
at 150% and 200% of catalog time. Community college students often switch to part-time attendance
or enroll on an intermittent basis.
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That means two in five (N = 10,293/24,846)
who began their studies as first-time, full-
time students at Illinois community colleges in Fall 2022 graduated by Summer 2025. The number of
graduates saw an increase to 10,293 from 9,246 in the previous year’s cohort, while the graduation
rate increased 2.1 percentage points.
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Focusing on the Fall 2021 cohort shows that when the length of time to graduate is increased to
200% of catalog time, the statewide Illinois graduation rate increased 3.4 percentage points as 812
additional degrees or certificates were earned. For the Fall 2021 entering cohort, 39.4 percent
completed by Summer 2024 (150% of program time), while 42.8 percent completed by Summer
2025 (200% of program time).

The most recent national data available from the National Center for Education Statistics shows that
thirty percent of students at public 2-year institutions graduate with a certificate or associate degree
within 150% of catalog time.

Visit the ICCB website to locate a Community College near you or for a map of district boundaries.
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