	Grant FAQ: Support Students Housing Insecurity



Below are questions that have been raised regarding the Supporting Students Facing Homelessness and Housing Insecurity Notice of Funding. If you have additional questions that are not addressed below, please contact Mark Mesle at mark.mesle@illinois.gov. 


Can we use a portion of our funding for clothing, food, laptops or transportation?  Yes, you have flexibility with this funding as we understand that you are trying to address the holistic needs of vulnerable students and that may involve supporting transportation, technology, food and clothing, which are closely connected to housing insecurity. But funding should not be used for food for training events or meetings. The funding should also be targeted for students with real vulnerability and not, for instance, to provide food for the broader student body.
Do we need documentation to establish a threshold for student need?  The grant does not require specific documentation from students to prove their financial distress. You understand your campus, outline how you will find the best balance between making support accessible while making sure funds are targeted to support student with real housing needs. Try to find a balance between ensuring that you are not putting any necessary barriers on students seeking support, but that you also have a system in place to account for your funding that can be clearly outlined in your documentation and easily understood by an external audience
Does it matter if we provide funding directly to students or does it need to go to specifically to housing providers or the companies offering services?  Having a systematic and sustainable approach that can be outlined in your documentation is important.  Many programs have developed relationships with local hotels, apartment complexes, local transportation options, etc., colleges can also offer payments directly to property owners to cover back rents. In general, students should not receive gift cards or money that could be used on unnecessary items.
Can the funds be used as a reserve fund for the future?  The grant funds must be obligated by the end of the grant period.  Goods and products must be received by 60 days after the end of the grant period unless written authorization extending the timeline is provided by the Grantor. Services must be fully delivered within the grant period.  Grant funds must be expended by 60 days after the end of the grant period. 
Is there Guidance on Stipends for Applicants?  You can find Guidance for Student Stipends within Grant Programs here. You should also share this information with third parties that you are working with.
Will we be required to present our programming at the House Summit? Yes, we want programs to share their programming to illustrate best practices and lessons learned so that programs can benefit from one another’s experiences. 
If an institution were to provide student stipends would the stipend count as cost of attendance? Emergency grants are generally not included in taxable income, so this shouldn’t impact the student's financial aid; however, community colleges should always double check with their financial aid department or legal department before creating guidelines for providing emergency grants. 

