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NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO)
FY27 Student Housing and Basic Needs Stability Project
Fiscal Year 2027
	Application Due
	November 6, 2026, 11:59 p.m. Central Time

	Submit To
	Euna/AmpliFund

	Grant Program Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success
Mackenzie.Montgomery@illinois.gov

	GATA Status
	Exempt from the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)



Illinois Community College Board


SECTION 1		
Summary Information
	Item
	Details

	Awarding Agency
	Illinois Community College Board (ICCB)

	Agency Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success
Mackenzie.Montgomery@illinois.gov

	Announcement Type
	Initial announcement

	Type of Assistance Instrument
	Grant (Fixed Amount Award)

	Funding Opportunity Title
	FY27 Student Housing and Basic Needs Stability Project

	Funding Opportunity Number
	N/A

	CSFA Number / Popular Name
	N/A / N/A

	CFDA Number(s)
	N/A

	Source of Funding
	State (General Revenue Fund)

	Grant Period
	January 1, 2027 – December 31, 2027

	Estimated Total Program Funding
	$250,000

	Anticipated Number of Awards
	10

	Award Range
	Up to $25,000 per college

	Cost Sharing/Matching Requirement
	No

	Indirect Costs Allowed
	Yes. Indirect costs are capped at 15% of the total award. See Section 7.3.

	Posted Date
	October 5, 2026

	Application Deadline
	November 6, 2026, 11:55 p.m. Central Time

	Technical Assistance
	An optional bidder’s conference webinar will be held on October 7, 2026, 10:00 a.m. Central Time.
Additional technical and accessibility assistance will be provided to grant recipients throughout the grant period.


SECTION 2
Background and Purpose
The Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) invites Illinois public community colleges to apply for the FY27 Student Housing and Basic Needs Stability Project. This GATA-exempt grant provides up to $25,000 per college, and ICCB will fund a minimum of 10 colleges to develop and expand programs that respond to the needs of students experiencing homelessness, housing insecurity, or other basic needs insecurity associated with housing insecurity.
Lack of funding to fully support students experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity has been identified as a barrier to the work of the Housing and Opportunities that are Useful for Students’ Excellence (HOUSE) Liaison. The HOUSE Liaison role was established in August 2022 by Illinois PA 102-0093, the Higher Education Housing and Opportunities Act.
The purpose of this grant is to support colleges as they develop or expand campus-level supports for students experiencing homelessness, housing insecurity, and/or other basic needs insecurity and increase collaboration with local resources to strengthen those supports.
	Fixed Amount Awards
Awards under this opportunity are Fixed Amount Awards. The grant agreement provides a specific level of support without regard to actual costs incurred, and grantees receive the full award amount regardless of actual costs. Quarterly reporting is still required.


Eligible Applicants
Illinois public community colleges are eligible to apply. Only one application per college will be accepted.
SECTION 3
Grant Priorities and Objectives
All funded colleges are expected to use local data to identify gaps in services and the specific areas of support their student population needs. Applicants must select at least one of the three objectives below. ICCB recommends choosing only one objective based on campus need and capacity. All activities should align with the selected objective(s).
Proposed activities should align with best practices for supporting students experiencing homelessness, housing insecurity, or basic needs insecurity. The allowable activities listed are examples only and are not an exhaustive list.
	Objective 1: Campus-Level Supports, Outreach, and Training
Develop or expand campus-level activities related to student outreach, training for HOUSE Liaisons, as well as faculty and staff to identify, refer, and support students and to deepen collaboration across campus divisions to increase support for students.
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
1. Training faculty and staff to identify students experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity and students in care and refer them to the HOUSE Liaison,
1. Convening campus stakeholders (e.g., financial aid, student services, housing, career services) to review current services and update, revise, or expand supports and strengthen the HOUSE Liaison’s role as an intermediary between students and the offices of financial aid and student support services,
1. Providing outreach and support at college locations other than the main campus,
1. Hosting targeted outreach and events for students.



	Objective 2: Direct Student Support Programs
Create or expand direct student support programs on campus to assist students who are at risk of homelessness or currently experiencing homelessness and students with experience in foster care to meet basic needs, secure housing, and access financial aid.
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
1. Supporting students’ basic needs and transportation,
1. Supporting families at risk of or experiencing homelessness (e.g., childcare referrals),
1. Developing agreements with local temporary housing organizations or hotels offering housing,
1. Establishing or continuing a student stipend program for emergency funds to avoid eviction, secure temporary housing, or support students facing other basic needs insecurity that overlaps with housing concerns, 
1. Developing a plan to provide access to on-campus or suitable off-campus housing during academic breaks, as available.



	Objective 3: Collaboration with Local Resources Community Partnerships to Strengthen Support and Transitions
Build or deepen partnerships with local resources to meet students’ needs and support their transition from high school to college and/or to work with the college’s local Continuum of Care and other local resources to meet students’ needs. 
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
1. Working with external partners to facilitate regional conversations,
1. Partnering with local McKinney-Vento Liaisons to support students’ transition from high school to college,
1. Developing partnerships with emergency shelters, domestic and sexual violence centers, food pantries, and other local resources,
1. Convening and supporting a Community of Practice focused on regionally specific student housing supports,
1. Reviewing and evaluating national and other states’ efforts to support students experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity that may guide implementation in Illinois.



SECTION 4
Application Package
	This Is a Competitive Process
•  Applications undergo a merit-based review. All parts of the application package must be submitted by the deadline to be considered for funding.
•  Applicants will receive confirmation of receipt of their application but will not be notified if any items are missing from the application.
•  Applicants must use submit their applications through Euna/AmpliFund.
•  Paper applications are not accepted.



Complete every section of the application in the order below and use a header to label each component.
	#
	Component
	Requirements

	1
	GATA-Exempt Grant Application
	Complete every section of the application in its entirety.

	2
	Cover Page
	Include:
1. College name, address, telephone number, and website
1. Name, email, telephone number (with extension), and fax number for the President/CEO, Chief Financial Officer, and Project Coordinator/Administrator
1. The required statement in Section 4.1

	3
	Abstract
	One page maximum; single- or double-spaced. Include:
1. A brief description of the proposed activities and services
1. Anticipated staff, consultants, partners, and service providers
1. The principal objectives

	4
	Project Narrative
	Six pages maximum (charts and graphs count toward the limit), double-spaced, 12-point font.
Follow the section order in Section 4.2 and use a header for each section.

	5
	Letters of Commitment (if applicable)
	Provide signed letters of commitment from new partners. If current partnerships are continuing, the applicant should briefly confirm that an existing partnership is ongoing. If no partnerships are to be established or maintained, please indicate this in the application. 

	6
	Uniform Budget
	State of Illinois Uniform Grant Budget Template. See Section 4.3.


4.1 Required Cover Page Statement
The cover page must include the following statement:
	“This application is being submitted on behalf of <Institution’s Name>, and, if awarded, the applicant agrees to abide by the provisions and guidelines set forth in the application and by the ICCB. Furthermore, the application has been approved by an individual authorized to act on behalf of the institution.”



4.2 Project Narrative Sections
The narrative should be organized, clear, and easy to follow. Include the sections below, in this order, each with its own header.
	Narrative Section
	What to Include

	Basic Project Information
	A concise summary of the project scope and impact, including the target student population.

	Statement of Need
	Institutional data showing the need for additional services.

	Program Justification
	Data on potential student impact based on the goals of the selected objective(s).

	Fiscal Need
	Explicitly address financial need; reviewers may not be familiar with the finances of your institution or chosen program area(s).

	Goals, Objectives, Indicators of Performance, and Work Plan

	Provide measurable goals and objectives aligned with at least one grant objective and a work plan describing how they will be achieved. A chart or table is encouraged.
Include:
· Identified objective(s)
· Project activities and how they address identified gaps or student support needs
· Timeline and person(s) responsible for each activity
· Indicators of performance to include short- and long-term indicators of success and how success of the proposed activities will be measured
· Estimated number of students to be served
· Expected impact on students, the institution, and the community
The work plan may be adjusted during the grant period based on technical assistance from ICCB, ICSPS, and other partners.

	Partnerships (if applicable)
	Provide signed letters of commitment from new partners. If current partnerships are continuing, the applicant should briefly confirm that an existing partnership is ongoing. If no partnerships are to be established or maintained, please indicate this in the application. 

	Desired Impact
	The expected impact on students, the community, and the institution, including the number of students previously served, where applicable, and the number of students anticipated serving during the grant period.

	Capacity and Experience
	The college’s capacity to carry out the project, including previous experience implementing similar grant programs and related activities such as wraparound services for the target population capacity to manage the fiscal and compliance requirements of grants.

	Scalability or Replicability
	Grantees should explicitly explain how they will share information to promote scaling and replicating the programming across the state. Grantees will be required to present on their programming at the annual HOUSE Summit. All resources and products developed with grant funds will be provided to ICCB to share with the field.

	Contingency Plan
	Describe the contingency plan if funds cannot be spent as originally proposed or if the application is not funded.


4.3 Budget Requirements
All applicants must submit a proposed budget using the State of Illinois Uniform Grant Budget Template (provided on the ICCB website).
1. Budget the total estimated cost of the project.
1. For each budget tab with narrative space, describe the costs. Each funded category must include a narrative and line-item breakdown.
1. All costs must be reasonable and necessary to achieve program objectives.
1. Gifts, giveaways, and swag are not allowable expenses.
Applicants should confirm they have the institutional capacity to carry out the grant and spend all funds within the grant period.
SECTION 5
Grant Deliverables
Grantees will:
1. Carry out the proposed scope of work, including all required activities for the selected objective(s).
1. Meet or exceed all identified indicators of performance.
1. Participate in required professional development, technical assistance, and learning workshops, including presenting on the project at the Annual HOUSE Liaison Summit.
1. Submit semi-annual reports with programmatic, performance, and expenditure reports by July 30, 2027 and January 30, 2028. 
1. Collect and share with ICCB student success stories as possible while maintaining student confidentiality. 
1. Submit final programmatic and fiscal closeout reports within 60 days after the grant period end by February 29, 2028.
Reporting templates and instructions will be provided to grantees at a later date.
SECTION 6
Application and Submission Information
Key Dates
	Milestone
	Date

	NOFO Posted
	October 5, 2026

	Bidder’s Conference Webinar (optional)
	October 7, 2026, 10:00 a.m. Central Time

	Application Deadline
	November 6, 2026, 11:55 p.m. Central Time

	Grant Period
	January 1, 2027 – December 30, 2027


Technical Assistance
An optional bidder’s conference webinar will be held on October 7, 2026, 10:00 a.m. Central Time. A recording will be made available.
Meeting link: Join the Webex webinar
Questions
Email all questions to iccb.studentservices@illinois.gov with the subject line “[Organization’s Name] FY27 Student Housing and Basic Needs Stability Project Insecurity Project.” All questions will be answered in an FAQ posted on the ICCB website.
Submission
1. Applications must be submitted via Euna/AmpliFund.
1. Paper applications are not accepted.
1. Applicants will receive confirmation from Euna/AmpliFund that the application was received. It is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure every item in the package is attached.
1. Following final approval, grant allocations will be posted on the ICCB website. The posted allocation list will identify eligible institutions and their approved funding amounts and will serve as the official notification of funding allocation
SECTION 7
Funding Information
7.1 Grant Period and Funding
1. Grant Period: January 1, 2027 – December 30, 2027.
1. Funding Availability: A total of $250,000 is appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to ICCB for grants to eligible entities to implement supports for students experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity, as outlined in this NOFO.
1. Applications: Only one application per college will be accepted.
1. Cost Sharing or Matching: No cost sharing or matching is required.
7.2 Funding Deadlines
No extensions will be given for spending funds.
	Requirement
	Deadline

	Obligate grant funds
	By the end of the grant period

	Receive goods and products
	Within 60 days after the grant period ends, unless the Grantor provides written authorization extending the timeline

	Deliver services
	Fully within the grant period. These funds may not be used to pay in advance for multi-year contracts. 

	Expend grant funds
	Within 60 days after the grant period ends



7.3 Indirect Costs
	Indirect Cost Cap
This grant has an indirect cost cap of 15% of the total award. This is not an alternate rate: colleges use their approved indirect cost rate (as documented in the GATA Grantee Portal) on eligible categories until they reach the cap. Eligible categories are those specified in the college’s NICRA, or modified total direct costs (MTDC) for colleges that elected the de minimis rate.



To charge indirect costs to the grant, the applicant must either (1) have an annually negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA), or (2) have elected the de minimis rate in the GATA system.
	Rate Type
	Details

	Federally Negotiated Rate
	For organizations that receive direct federal funding and have a rate negotiated with their Federal Cognizant Agency. ICCB accepts the federally negotiated rate.

	State Negotiated Rate
	For organizations without a federally negotiated rate. The indirect cost rate proposal must be submitted to the State of Illinois within 90 days of the notice of award.

	De Minimis Rate
	For organizations that have never received a federal or state negotiated rate: 15% of modified total direct costs (MTDC). Once established, it may be used indefinitely.


7.4 Student Stipends and Direct Student Support
Student stipends are allowable in this grant program. See the Guidance for Student Stipends within Grant Programs on the ICCB Grant Opportunities webpage for details on administering student stipends.
Beginning in FY2027, for ICCB grants that allow student support, direct student support should be budgeted in the Grant Exclusive tab of the Uniform Grant Budget. Direct student support is funding a student receives directly (e.g., tuition assistance, stipends) or indirectly (e.g., childcare, transportation, exam fee assistance). Grant Exclusive line items are not included in the indirect cost base.
Student support subsidies paid directly to or on behalf of participants include, but are not limited to:
	1. Income replacement
1. Transportation subsidies (gas cards, transit passes, etc.)
1. Childcare subsidies
1. Housing costs
1. Food benefits (vouchers, gift cards, institutional food bank, etc.)
1. Tuition assistance and fees
	1. Books
1. Student supplies (field-specific supplies, uniforms, laptops, tablets, etc.)
1. End-of-program employment assistance
1. Legal barrier assistance (record sealing, expungement fees, etc.)
1. Driver’s license reinstatement fees
1. Liability insurance fees



	Note: Tangible items the institution keeps control or ownership of (e.g., lending libraries, loaner laptops) remain in their applicable budget tab, not the Grant Exclusive tab. Submit questions about student support subsidies through the question process in Section 6; answers will be posted in the FAQ.



SECTION 8
Review Criteria and Selection Process
ICCB staff will review applications using the criteria below and a scoring rubric. Award decisions and funding levels are based on compliance with the requirements of this NOFO and the application’s score. Applicants must demonstrate that they meet all requirements of this NOFO.
	Scoring Criteria
	Points

	Application, Cover Page, and Abstract
	10

	Basic Project Information, Statement of Need, and Fiscal Need
	25

	Overall Project Goals and Objectives, Indicators of Performance, and Work Plan
	35

	 Partnerships and Desired Impact
	10

	Capacity, Scalability or Replicability, and Contingency Plan
	15

	Uniform Budget
	5

	Total
	100


SECTION 9
State Awarding Agency Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success
Illinois Community College Board
Email: mackenzie.montgomery@illinois.gov
Phone: (217) 557-7119
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