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This document answers questions colleges have raised about the FY27 SCALE Project grant. Please review the full Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for all requirements, deadlines, and scoring criteria. If your question is not answered here, email iccb.studentservices@illinois.gov  with the subject line “[Organization’s Name] FY27 SCALE, Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education.”
Section 1: Allowable Activities & Uses of Funds
Can funds support students with disabilities, such as neurodivergent students?
Yes, when the activities align with your selected primary objective and connect placement, student support, and student outcomes. The allowable activities listed in the NOFO are examples, not an exhaustive list.
Can we propose a strategy our college has not tried before?
Yes, but proposed activities should build on evidence-based practices. Even if a strategy is new to your college, your application should explain how the work will be scaled or replicated.
Can funds be used to refine or redesign courses we have already scaled?
Yes. Redesigning existing corequisite or credit-bearing support models based on student outcome data is allowable under Objective 2.
Can funds be used to pay faculty for course development?
Yes, when the work supports your selected objective. Development work should strengthen the course model as a whole rather than a single instructor’s section.
Section 2: Application & Submission
What title should we use for our application?
Please use the NOFO title: “FY27 SCALE Project: Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education.”
Is there guidance on how we should budget plan knowing the FY27 cycle would overlap the current award by 6 months?
For the new grant application, you should ensure that proposed expenses are not already supported by another funding source. For example, if you have release time for faculty built into the FY26 grant, you should not include release time for the same faculty until 07/01/26 or after. 
Applicants may propose activities that complement, expand, or build upon existing grant-funded work and should include a brief explanation in the budget narrative describing how the proposed funding will be coordinated with existing grant resources but not overlap the funds.
Applicants who are already receiving FY26 funds are not required to develop entirely new activities for FY27 solely because the grant periods overlap. However, the proposed budget should clearly demonstrate how funds will be used to support the objectives of the new grant without duplicating expenses.



Where do we upload the cover page and abstract?
Include the cover page and abstract in the same document as your project narrative. They will not count toward the narrative’s six-page limit.
Where can we find the budget template?
The State of Illinois Uniform Grant Budget Template is available on the ICCB website at Grant Resources | ICCB.
Section 3: ICCB Contact
	Grant Program Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success

	Email
	mackenzie.montgomery@illinois.gov

	Phone
	(217) 557-7119
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