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NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY (NOFO)
FY27 SCALE Project: Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education Project
 Fiscal Year 2027

	Application Due
	November 20, 2026, 11:55 p.m. Central Time

	Submit Via
	Euna/AmpliFund

	Grant Program Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success

	GATA Status
	Exempt from the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)



Illinois Community College Board


SECTION 1	
Summary Information
	Item
	Details

	Awarding Agency
	Illinois Community College Board (ICCB)

	Agency Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success
Mackenzie.Montgomery@illinois.gov

	Announcement Type
	Initial announcement

	Type of Assistance Instrument
	Grant (Fixed Amount Award)

	Funding Opportunity Title
	FY27 SCALE Project - Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education 

	Funding Opportunity Number
	N/A

	CSFA Number / Popular Name
	N/A / N/A

	CFDA Number(s)
	N/A

	Source of Funding
	State (General Revenue Fund)

	Grant Period
	January 1, 2027 – December 31, 2027

	Estimated Total Program Funding
	At minimum $500,000

	Anticipated Number of Awards
	10

	Award Range
	Up to $50,000 per college

	Cost Sharing/Matching Requirement
	No

	Indirect Costs Allowed
	Yes. Indirect costs are capped at 15% of the total award. See Section 7.3.

	Posted Date
	October 19, 2026

	Application Deadline
	November 20, 2026, 11:55 p.m. Central Time

	Technical Assistance
	An optional bidder’s conference webinar will be held on October 22, 2026, 10:30 a.m. Central Time. See Section 6.
Additional technical and accessibility assistance will be provided to grant recipients throughout the grant period.



SECTION 2
Background and Purpose
The Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) invites Illinois public community colleges to apply for the FY27 SCALE: Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education grant. This GATA-exempt grant provides up to $50,000 per college, and ICCB will fund a maximum of 10 colleges as they advance the next phase of developmental education reform by strengthening placement practices, increasing appropriate access to credit-bearing coursework, improving academic supports, and using evidence to improve student outcomes and reduce disparities. 
This project helps colleges advance the next phase of developmental education reform and support the requirements of the Developmental Education Reform Act (DERA). DERA, part of Illinois Public Act 101-0654, was signed into law in March 2021.
	Fixed Amount Awards
Awards under this opportunity are Fixed Amount Awards. The grant agreement provides a specific level of support without regard to actual costs incurred, and grantees receive the full award amount regardless of actual costs. Reporting is still required.


Eligible Applicants
Illinois public community colleges are eligible to apply. Only one application per college will be accepted.
SECTION 3
Grant Priorities and Objectives
This grant supports colleges as they advance the next phase of developmental education reform by strengthening placement practices, increasing appropriate access to credit-bearing coursework, improving academic supports, and using disaggregated data and evidence to drive continuous improvement. These efforts should increase credit-bearing course placement, retention, and completion and reduce disparities in student outcomes, particularly for traditionally underserved students, with a specific focus on improving outcomes for Black students.
Proposed activities should align with statewide priorities for developmental education reform as described in the Act. 
Applicants must select one primary objective and demonstrate how their proposed activities connect placement, student support, and student outcomes. All activities should align with the selected objective. The allowable activities listed are examples only and are not an exhaustive list.
	Student Stipends Not Allowed
Student stipends are not an allowable expense under this grant.

	Objective 1: Strengthen Placement and Access to Credit-Bearing Coursework
Examine and strengthen placement policies and practices to ensure students are placed into the most appropriate and least restrictive pathway, maximizing access to credit-bearing coursework while providing academic support aligned with individual student needs. The goal of this objective is not simply to reduce developmental education enrollment. The goal is to improve the accuracy and effectiveness of placement so that students begin in the most appropriate credit-bearing pathway whenever possible and receive the level of academic support necessary for success.
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
· Reviewing and revising placement policies, multiple-measures protocols, cut scores, prerequisites, and decision rules to increase appropriate access to credit-bearing coursework.
· Analyzing placement and subsequent course outcomes to assess the effectiveness of placement measures and identify students who may be successful in credit-bearing coursework with corequisite or other concurrent support.
· Examining placement patterns and outcomes across student populations, including traditionally underserved students, adult learners, and multilingual learners, to identify and address disparities.
· Strengthening implementation of placement practices through training for faculty, advisors, testing personnel, and other staff and improving communication with students about placement pathways and available academic support.
· Developing processes for ongoing evaluation and continuous improvement of placement practices using disaggregated placement, course performance, retention, and completion data.



	Objective 2: Strengthen Corequisite and Other Credit-Bearing Support Models
Strengthen and expand evidence-based models that allow students to begin credit-bearing coursework while receiving academic support aligned with their demonstrated needs.
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
· Expanding successful corequisite and other credit-bearing support models to additional courses, sections, campuses, modalities, or student populations.
· Redesigning existing corequisite or credit-bearing support models based on student outcome data and evidence-based practices.
· Differentiating and aligning the type and intensity of academic support based on student need, including just-in-time, embedded, or supplemental support.
· Aligning developmental or corequisite content, instruction, assignments, and learning outcomes with corresponding gateway coursework.
· Strengthening structured academic supports connected directly to credit-bearing courses, including tutoring, supplemental instruction, peer support, or other evidence-based approaches.




	Objective 3: Improve Teaching, Learning, Advising, and Student Support
Strengthen instructional, advising, and academic support practices that improve student success in developmental education, corequisite support, and gateway coursework.
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
· Providing professional development and learning opportunities for full-time and adjunct faculty focused on evidence-based instructional practices in developmental, corequisite, and gateway coursework.
· Supporting collaboration among developmental and gateway faculty to strengthen curriculum, instruction, and transitions into credit-bearing coursework.
· Strengthening advising practices and training advisors and other student-facing staff on placement, academic pathways, and available student supports.
· Improving coordination among faculty, advising, tutoring, and other academic support services to provide more integrated support for students.
· Soliciting and incorporating student experiences and feedback into the design and improvement of instruction, advising, and academic supports.




	Objective 4: Use Data for Continuous Improvement and Reduce Outcome Disparity 
Use data to show what is working to increase successful movement through developmental education and into and through gateway courses, then scale those efforts. 
Allowable activities include, but are not limited to:
· Analyzing student progression from placement through developmental or corequisite coursework and into and through gateway courses to identify barriers and opportunities for improvement.
· Disaggregating placement, course success, retention, and completion outcomes to identify and address disparities among student populations, with particular attention to traditionally underserved students.
· Comparing outcomes across developmental education models, placement pathways, courses, or student support approaches to identify effective practices and areas needing improvement.



SECTION 4
Application Package
	This Is a Competitive Process
•  Applications undergo a merit-based review. All parts of the application package must be submitted by the deadline to be considered for funding.
•  Applicants will receive confirmation of receipt of their application but will not be notified if any items are missing from the application.
•  Applicants must use submit their applications through Euna/AmpliFund.
•  Paper applications are not accepted.



Complete every section of the application in the order below and use a header to label each component.

	#
	Component
	Requirements

	1
	GATA-Exempt Grant Application
	Complete every section of the application form in Euna/AmpliFund.

	2
	Cover Page
	Include:
· College name, address, telephone number, and website
· Name, email, telephone number (with extension), and fax number for the President/CEO, Chief Financial Officer, and Project Coordinator/Administrator
· The required statement in Section 4.1

	3
	Abstract
	One page maximum; single- or double-spaced. Include:
· A brief description of the proposed activities and services
· Anticipated staff, consultants, partners, and service providers
· The principal objectives

	4
	Project Narrative
	Six pages maximum (charts and graphs count toward the limit), double-spaced, 12-point font.
Follow the section order in Section 4.2 and use a header for each section.

	5
	Letters of Commitment (if applicable)
	Provide signed letters of commitment from new partners. If current partnerships are continuing, the applicant should briefly confirm that an existing partnership is ongoing. If no partnerships are to be established or maintained, please indicate this in the application. 

	6
	Budget
	Uniform Grant Budget Template and Euna/AmpliFund budget. See Section 4.3.


4.1  Required Cover Page Statement
The cover page must include the following statement:
	“This application is being submitted on behalf of <Institution’s Name>, and, if awarded, the applicant agrees to abide by the provisions and guidelines set forth in the application and by the ICCB. Furthermore, the application has been approved by an individual authorized to act on behalf of the institution.”


4.2  Project Narrative Sections
The narrative should be organized, clear, and easy to follow. Include the sections below, in this order, each with its own header.
	Narrative Section
	What to Include

	Basic Project Information
	A concise summary of the proposed project scope and impact, including the specific target student population, where applicable.

	Statement of Need
	Institutional data clearly showing the need for additional support at the institution.

	Program Justification
	Data on potential student impact based on the goals of the selected objective(s).

	Fiscal Need
	Explicitly address financial need; reviewers may not be familiar with the finances of your institution or chosen program area(s).

	Goals and Objectives, Indicators of Performance, and Work Plan
	Provide measurable goals and objectives aligned with at least one grant objective and a work plan describing how they will be achieved. A chart or table is encouraged.
Include:
· Identified objective(s)
· Project activities and how they address identified gaps or student support needs
· Timeline and person(s) responsible for each activity
· Indicators of performance to include short- and long-term indicators of success and how success of the proposed activities will be measured
· Estimated number of students to be served
· Expected impact on students, the institution, and the community
· The work plan may be adjusted during the grant period based on technical assistance from ICCB, ICSPS, and other partners.

	Partnerships (if applicable)
	Provide signed letters of commitment from new partners. If current partnerships are continuing, the applicant should briefly confirm that an existing partnership is ongoing. If no partnerships are to be established or maintained, please indicate this in the application.

	Desired Impact
	The expected impact on students, the community, and the institution, including the number of students previously served, where applicable, the number of students anticipated to be served during the grant period, and/or the number of faculty and staff supported through professional development. 

	Capacity and Experience
	The college’s capacity to carry out the project, including previous experience implementing similar grant programs or initiatives and capacity to manage the fiscal and compliance requirements of grants.

	Scalability or Replicability
	Grantees should explicitly explain how they will share information to promote scaling and replicating the programming across the state. Grantees will be required to present on their programming at ICCB’s annual DERA Conference. All resources and products developed with grant funds will be provided to ICCB to share with the field.

	Contingency Plan
	Describe the contingency plan if funds cannot be spent as originally proposed or if the application is not funded.


4.3 Budget Requirements
All applicants must submit a proposed budget using the State of Illinois Uniform Grant Budget Template (provided on the ICCB website).
1. Budget the total estimated cost of the project.
1. For each budget tab with narrative space, describe the costs. Each funded category must include a narrative and line-item breakdown.
1. All costs must be reasonable and necessary to achieve program objectives.
1. Gifts, giveaways, and swag are not allowable expenses.
Applicants should confirm they have the institutional capacity to carry out the grant and spend all funds within the grant period.
SECTION 5
Grant Deliverables
Grantees will:
1. Carry out the proposed scope of work, including all required activities for the selected objective(s).
1. Meet or exceed all identified indicators of performance.
1. Report on performance metrics through required quarterly reports and other supplemental reports as needed.
1. Participate in required professional development, technical assistance, and learning workshops, which includes presenting on the project at ICCB’s Annual DERA Conference and potentially hosting ICCB sponsored regional convenings.
1. Submit quarterly reports with programmatic, performance, and expenditure data within 30 days after each calendar quarter ends. Reporting begins with the first calendar quarter ending after the grant agreement is executed.
1. Collect and share with ICCB student success stories as possible while maintaining student confidentiality.
1. Submit final programmatic and fiscal closeout reports within 60 days after the grant period ends.
Reporting templates and instructions will be provided to grantees at a later date.
SECTION 6
Application and Submission Information
Key Dates
	Milestone
	Date

	NOFO Posted
	October. 19, 2026

	Bidder’s Conference Webinar (optional)
	October 22, 2026, 10:30 a.m. Central Time

	Application Deadline
	November 20, 2026, 11:55 p.m. Central Time

	Grant Period
	January 1, 2027 – December 31, 2027



Technical Assistance
An optional bidder’s conference webinar will be held on October 22, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. Central Time. A recording will be made available.
Meeting link: Join the Webex webinar
Questions
Email all questions to iccb.studentservices@illinois.gov with the subject line “[Organization’s Name] FY27 SCALE, Strengthening Capacity and Advancing Learner Equity in Developmental Education”. All questions will be answered in an FAQ posted on the ICCB website.
Submission
1. Applications must be submitted via Euna/AmpliFund.
1. Paper applications are not accepted.
1. Applicants will receive confirmation from Euna/AmpliFund that the application was received. It is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure every item in the package is attached.
1. Following final approval, grant allocations will be posted on the ICCB website. The posted allocation list will identify eligible institutions and their approved funding amounts and will serve as the official notification of funding allocation
SECTION 7
Funding Information
7.1  Grant Period and Funding
· Grant Period: January 1, 2027 – December 31, 2027.
· Funding Availability: A minimum of $500,000 from the General Revenue Fund is available to ICCB for grants to eligible entities to carry out the project as outlined in this NOFO.
· Applications: Only one application per college will be accepted.
· Cost Sharing or Matching: No cost sharing or matching is required.
7.2  Funding Deadlines
No extensions will be given for spending funds.
	Requirement
	Deadline

	Obligate grant funds
	By the end of the grant period

	Receive goods and products
	Within 60 days after the grant period ends, unless the Grantor provides written authorization extending the timeline

	Deliver services
	Fully within the grant period

	Expend grant funds
	Within 60 days after the grant period ends


7.3  Indirect Costs
	Indirect Cost Cap
This grant has an indirect cost cap of 15% of the total award. This is not an alternate rate: colleges use their approved indirect cost rate (as documented in the GATA Grantee Portal) on eligible categories until they reach the cap. Eligible categories are those specified in the college’s NICRA, or modified total direct costs (MTDC) for colleges that elected the de minimis rate.



To charge indirect costs to the grant, the applicant must either (1) have an annually negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA), or (2) have elected the de minimis rate in the GATA system.
	Rate Type
	Details

	Federally Negotiated Rate
	For organizations that receive direct federal funding and have a rate negotiated with their Federal Cognizant Agency. ICCB accepts the federally negotiated rate.

	State Negotiated Rate
	For organizations without a federally negotiated rate. The indirect cost rate proposal must be submitted to the State of Illinois within 90 days of the notice of award.

	De Minimis Rate
	For organizations that have never received a federal or state negotiated rate: 15% of modified total direct costs (MTDC). Once established, it may be used indefinitely.



SECTION 8
Review Criteria and Selection Process
ICCB staff will review applications using the criteria below and a scoring rubric. Award decisions and funding levels are based on compliance with the requirements of this NOFO and the application’s score. Applicants must demonstrate that they meet all requirements of this NOFO.
	Scoring Criteria
	Points

	Application, Cover Page, and Abstract
	10

	Basic Project Information, Statement of Need, and Fiscal Need
	25

	Measurable Project Goals and Objectives, Indicators of Performance, and Work Plan
	35

	Partnerships and Desired Impact
	10

	Capacity, Scalability or Replicability, and Contingency Plan
	15

	Uniform Budget
	5

	Total
	100


SECTION 9
State Awarding Agency Contact
	Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Success
Illinois Community College Board
Email: mackenzie.montgomery@illinois.gov
Phone: (217) 557-7119
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