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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

Application Due Date/Time: July 9, 2026, 11:59 p.m.
Submit Application via Euna/AmpliFund

Grant program contact: 
Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Engagement
Mackenzie.Montgomery@illinois.gov 
Illinois Community College Board




















*Exempt from the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA)

SUMMARY INFORMATION
	
	

	1.
	Awarding Agency Name:
	Illinois Community College Board (ICCB)

	2.
	Agency Contact:
	Mackenzie Montgomery- Director for Student Engagement
Mackenzie.montgomery@illinois.gov

	3.
	Announcement Type:
	Initial announcement

	4.
	Type of Assistance Instrument:
	Grant

	5.
	Funding Opportunity Number:
	N/A

	6.
	Funding Opportunity Title:
	FY27 College Student Mental Health & Success Initiative Grant

	7.
	CSFA Number:
	N/A

	8.
	CSFA Popular Name:
	N/A

	9.
	CFDA Number(s):
	N/A

	10.
	Grant Period
	July 1, 2026-September 30, 2027

	11.
	Anticipated Number of Awards:
	22

	12.
	Estimated Total Program Funding:
	$2,200,000, pending final FY27 state appropriations

	13.
	Award Range
	Up to $100,000 per college

	14.
	Source of Funding:
	State

	15.
	Cost Sharing/Matching Requirement:
	No

	
16.
	Indirect Costs Allowed

Restrictions on Indirect Costs
	☒Yes ☐No

Indirect costs are capped at 15% of the budget (this is not an alternative rate. The rate applies to eligible categories* up to the cap on the total award.
· Those defined in your approved NICRA (Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate Agreement), or
· Modified Total Direct Costs (MTDC) if you are using the de minimis rate.

	17.
	Posted Date:
	June 5, 2026

	18.
	Closing Date for Applications:
	July 9, 2026 11:59 p.m. CST

	19.
	Technical Assistance:
	A Bidder’s Conference webinar will be held on June 10, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. CST. The webinar link is provided at the end of this NOFO.

Additional technical and accessibility assistance will be provided throughout the grant period to grant recipients.

All questions should be submitted to iccb.studentservices@illinois.gov. 





A.  Background and Purpose

The Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) is inviting public community colleges in the State of Illinois to participate in the FY27 College Student Mental Health & Success Initiative Grant by applying for grants, which are GATA exempt (as noted on the title page), of a maximum of $100,000 per institution. ICCB anticipates funding at least 22 community colleges. 

This project is designed to assist and support colleges in implementing, expanding, scaling, and evaluating equitable, evidence-based mental health supports based on Mental Health Early Action on Campus Act, MHEAC, requirements. This initiative prioritizes evaluation of services and the integration of mental health into broader institutional systems and student success strategies. Funded projects should move beyond isolated services and contribute to sustainable, institution-wide approaches that support student persistence, completion, and overall wellbeing.

The purpose of the MHEAC Act is to accomplish all the following: 
· Increase mental health awareness on college campuses.
· Identify students with mental health needs and connect them to services. 
· Increase student access to support and clinical mental health services on campuses and in the surrounding communities.
· Empower students through peer-to-peer support and training on identifying mental health needs and resources. 
· Reduce administrative policies that put an undue burden on students seeking leave for their mental health conditions through technical assistance and training.
· Evaluate programming effectiveness and student outcomes.

B. Grant Priorities: Objectives

All funded institutions will contribute to advancing a coordinated, institution and statewide approach to student mental health. Requirements align with the MHEAC Act. Applicants must select at least one of the seven objectives below and may choose additional objectives based on campus needs and capacity. Priority will be given to proposals focused on expanding current services or implementing new initiatives into broader institutional systems and student success strategies and/or developing and implementing evaluation strategies to assess mental health supports. The objectives and examples of allowable activities are outlined below. Please note that the list of allowable activities is not exhaustive.

[bookmark: _Hlk228275659]1: Campus-Wide Mental Health Awareness & Access Initiative
Implement/enhance a comprehensive, multi-channel mental health awareness strategy to ensure all students can easily access information, reduce stigma, and engage with available support.
[bookmark: _Hlk228351743]Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Annual mental health orientation implemented 
· Mental health content integrated into curriculum 
· Dedicated mental health webpage/app 
· Mental health messaging during high-stress periods
· Promotional and outreach materials to increase awareness of services – important note: gifts, giveaways, or swag are not allowable expenses in a grant budget
2: Early Identification & Screening Infrastructure
Establish/enhance a proactive system for early identification of student mental health needs through accessible, anonymous screening and consistent outreach.
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Screening tools that include required conditions (depression, anxiety, substance use, etc.) 
· Ensuring screening tools are accessible to all students and are promoted each term

3: Campus Training & Response Capacity Building
Strengthen institutional capacity to recognize and respond to student mental health needs through structured training and policy development.
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Establishing and sustaining an expert panel to review and update policies identifying and addressing students with mental health needs 
· Developing policy refinement or development for mental health leave 
· Training for advisors and security/law enforcement before beginning duties 
· Developing workflow/system (e.g., referral process, triage system)
· Establishing/expanding institutional protocol (early alert, case management model)

4: Integrated Service Network & Capacity Expansion
Build a coordinated system of care that connects campus and community resources to ensure timely and adequate mental health services.
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Establishing linkage agreements with providers 
· Developing referral pathways 
· Conducting outreach events/workshops conducted

5: Workforce Sustainability for Student-Facing Staff
Address burnout, secondary trauma, and turnover among faculty and staff who support students.
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Reflective supervision models
· Mental health supports for advisors, faculty, coaches, and case managers
· Caseload and emotional-labor assessment

6: Ethical Data, Trust, and Transparency
Ensure mental health data builds student trust and protects privacy.
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Trauma-informed data collection
· Clear boundaries between mental health, academics, and discipline
· Student-centered consent and transparency practice

7: On-Campus Mental Health and Crisis Services
Expand services beyond current capacity in order to support currently underserved students. 
Allowable activities include but are not limited to:
· Expand hours of services to accommodate the needs of part-time or evening only students
· Expand counseling services to regional educational centers outside of the primary campus


C. Application Package and Deliverables

This is a competitive process. Applications submitted under this grant program will undergo a merit-based review process. All parts of the application package must be completed by the deadline to be considered for funding. Euna/AmpliFund will confirm that the application is submitted, but applicants will not be notified if there are items missing from their application. Requested award amounts should match all parts of the application (Uniform Application, Cover Page, Budget). Paper copies or emailed copies of the applications are not permitted. Applicants may check status of their application on Euna/AmpliFund to confirm submission. 

Applicants must clearly address each required element and use headers or another consistent format to organize responses. The application must be organized as listed below. 

1. GATA-Exempt Grant Application 
Applicants must complete each section of the Uniform Application in its entirety. This is an application form in Euna.

2. Cover Page
The cover page must include: the community college’s name, address, telephone number, and website. The contact information, including email address, telephone number and extension, and fax number of the President/CEO, Chief Financial Officer, and Project Coordinator/Administrator.

The cover page must include a statement that stipulates: “This application is being submitted on behalf of the <Institution’s Name>”, and, if awarded, the applicant agrees to abide by the provisions and guidelines set forth in the application and by the ICCB. Furthermore, the application has been approved by an individual authorized to act on behalf of the institution.

3. Abstract
Provide an abstract of no more than one page that may be single-spaced and describes the following:
· A brief description of the proposed activities and services,
· A list of anticipated staff, consultants, partners, and service providers with whom the institution will engage.
· A list of the principal objectives.

4. Application Narrative
The Project Narrative should be organized, clear, and understandable. The eligible applicant must submit a narrative of no more than six pages (charts and graphs are a part of the page limitation), double-spaced, 12-point font that must include the following information in the order listed below and utilizing a header for each of the bulleted Narrative Sections. No template is provided. Your application must follow the cadence of the sections below, or points may be deducted. 

Narrative Sections
· Basic Project Information: Concise summary of the proposed project scope and impact, including a description of the target population of students to be served. 
· Goals and Objectives: must be measurable and explicitly stated, with both short- and long-term indicators of success. A table is highly encouraged and should include anticipated number of students served, staff trained, etc.
· Statement of Need: Institutional data should be provided to identify need for additional funding for mental health funding and support. The grant reviewer may not understand the specific financial needs of your institution. Financial need should be explicitly addressed. 
· Program Justification and Desired Impact: This statement should provide data on potential student impact. Provide a description of the impact the project will have on students, the community, the institution, etc. 
· Project Work Plan: Clearly describe the project activities and associated timeline for each activity to be carried out during the grant period and person(s) internal and external responsible for each activity. The activities should clearly relate to the goals of the grant. A chart or table is encouraged. Please note that your work plan may change during the grant as a result of technical assistance offered by ICCB, ICSPS and the Illinois Campus Cares Technical Assistance Center and other partners. The Project Work Plan should outline:
· Partners both internal and external and their role
· Clear outline of activities, timelines, and who is responsible for each task during the grant period. 
· Expected impact on students, the community, and the institution, and specific measures to track success. 
· Scalability or Replicability: Description of how the project could be scaled, has been scaled or replicated by others in the State. 
· Contingency Plan: Brief description of plan and budget if the program plan must change, and funds are not able to be spent as defined in the original narrative and budget (e.g. unsuccessful in hiring of peer support specialist) and how your institution will meet the requirements of the MHEAC Act if funding is not awarded. 

4. Uniform Budget
The FY2027 College Student Mental Health & Success Initiative is a GATA-exempt grant. All applicants must submit a proposed budget using the State of Illinois Uniform Grant Budget Template (template provided on ICCB’s website and in the application documents). Applicants should submit budgets based on the total estimated costs for the project. For each tab in the budget template that includes space for a narrative, please include details of each cost. Each funded category in the budget should include a narrative and breakdown of line items in the budget template. All costs must be reasonable and necessary to achieve program objectives to be allowable costs. Grantees should ensure that they have the institutional capacity to execute this grant and all funding provided with it fully. Grant funds must be expended within the allowable timeframes of the grant period.

Please note, there is an additional Euna/AmpliFund budget requirement within the application platform. The Euna/AmpliFund Budget is used to create the budget in the Euna/AmpliFund Grant Management System and is built by total category, not individual line item. The Euna/AmpliFund budget should match Section A, category level, budget in the Uniform Grant Budget Template. For example, in Euna/AmpliFund, for Personnel, the category is funded at the total category amount, with both the category and line item being listed as Personnel. Please be sure to complete both Uniform Grant Budget Template and the Euna/AmpliFund budget when submitting your application.

D. Grant Deliverables 

1. Carry out deliverables of the proposed scope of work, encompassing all required activities for the selected objective(s). 
2. Work to meet or exceed all of the identified indicators of performance. 
3. Submit required programmatic and fiscal reports on a quarterly basis to ICCB.  Reporting templates and other instructions will be made available to grant recipients at a later date. Institutions will be required to report data related to both the number of students directly served as well as data on outcomes for students, including retention, course completion, program/certificate completion, etc. for students who received mental health supports.
4. The expectation is that colleges should participate in any collaboration events and convenings.

E. Application and Submission Information

· Technical Assistance: An optional bidder’s conference webinar will be held on June 10, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. CST. A recording of the webinar will be made available on the ICCB Grant Opportunities webpage. 
· 
                                                         Meeting Link: https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m75400f6abe67f51128552591cf5d5bea
						
· Questions: All questions must be submitted electronically to iccb.studentservices@illinois.gov, with the subject line: [College Name] FY2027 College Student Mental Health & Success Initiative Grant question. Phone calls will not be accepted. All questions and answers will be posted in an FAQ on the ICCB website.

· Submission: Each grant application package must be submitted no later than 11:59 pm CST on July 9, 2026, through Euna/AmpliFund. Grant materials may be found on the ICCB website at www.iccb.org/grant-opportunities/. Paper copies and/or email copies of the applications are not permitted. Applicants can verify submission on Euna/AmpliFund. 



F. Funding Information 

· Grant Period: The grant period is July 01, 2026 - September 30, 2027. This is a 15-month grant.
· Funding Availability (subject to FY27 IL appropriations): A total of $2,200,000 is for grants to Illinois community colleges for educational support purposes as outlined under this NOFO. Only one application per college will be accepted. 

Funding Deadlines
· Grant funds must be obligated by the end of the grant period
· Good/products must be ordered by the end of the grant period/received by 60 days after the end of the grant period
· Services must be rendered by the end of the grant period
· Grant funds must be expended by 60 days after the end of the grant period
· Final budget modifications are due by 60 days before the end of the award term

Cost Sharing or Matching
· No cost sharing or matching is required.

Indirect Cost Cap
This grant has an indirect cost cap of 15% of the total award amount. This is not an alternate rate. Grantees may utilize their established rate, applied to eligible categories, until they reach the limit set by the cap.

[bookmark: _Hlk229131666]Indirect Cost Rate
To charge indirect costs to a grant, the applicant organization must either 1.) have an annually negotiated indirect cost rate agreement (NICRA), or 2.) elected a De Minimis rate in the GATA system. 
· Federally Negotiated Rate: Organizations that receive direct federal funding may have an indirect cost rate that was negotiated with the Federal Cognizant Agency. ICCB will accept the federally negotiated rate.
· State Negotiated Rate: Organizations may negotiate an indirect cost rate with the State of Illinois if they do not have a Federally Negotiated Rate. The indirect cost rate proposal must be submitted to the State of Illinois within 90 days of the notice of award.
· De Minimis Rate: An organization that has never received a Federal or State Negotiated Rate may elect a De Minimis rate of 15% of modified total direct cost (MTDC). Once established, the De Minimis rate may be used indefinitely.

Direct Student Support: Reclassification in Grant Exclusive Category
Beginning in FY2027, for ICCB grants that permit student support as an allowable expenditure, direct student support should be categorized in the Grant Exclusive tab of the Uniform Budget. Direct student support is when a student directly (ex. tuition assistance, stipends) or indirectly (ex. childcare, transportation, examination fee assistance) receives grant funds. Exclusive Line Items are not included in the indirect base.

Student Support Subsidies, paid directly to or on behalf of participants, include but are not limited to the following. Note that tangible items that the institution maintains control or ownership of (lending libraries, loaner laptops, etc.) should remain in the applicable tab, and not in the Grant Exclusive tab.
· Income replacement
· Transportation subsidies (gas cards, public transit passes, etc.)
· Childcare subsidies
· Housing costs
· Food benefits (vouchers, gift cards, institutional food bank, etc.)
· Tuition assistance and fees
· Books
· Student supplies (field specific supplies/uniforms, laptops, tablets, etc.)
· End-of-program employment assistance
· Legal barrier assistance (sealing criminal record, expungement fees, etc.)
· Driver’s license reinstatement fees
· Liability insurance fees

If you have any questions regarding Student Support Subsidies submit a question through the general application question process and the answer will be posted in the FAQ.

G.  Review Criteria and Selection Process

The ICCB staff will use the criteria listed in this NOFO and a scoring rubric to review the applications and will award points accordingly. Decisions to award grants and the funding levels will be determined by application based upon compliance with the requirements of this NOFO and the scoring of the grant proposal. Applicants must demonstrate that they meet all requirements under this NOFO as described throughout. Applications will be scored based on the following criteria, which are further detailed on the scoring rubric:

· Application, Cover Page, and Abstract: 10 Points
· Basic Project Information, Statement of Need, and Fiscal Need: 10 Points
· Overall Project Goals and Objectives & Indicators of Performance: 25 Points
· Project Work Plan, New Partnerships, and Desired Impact: 35 Points
· Capacity, Scalability or Replicability, and Contingency Plan: 15 Points
· Uniform Budget: 5 Points

H. State Awarding Agency Contact
· Mackenzie Montgomery, Director for Student Engagement 
· Email: Mackenzie.montgomery@illinois.gov   
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