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Agenda

• Key Reminders
• Timelines
• Information your 

students will receive
• Opt in process for 

Community College 
students

• Q&A
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We appreciate your hard work!
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We are here to help!

Weekly office hours Tuesday at 3:00 pm
Will send out resources following this call
Mark Mesle, mark.mesle@illinois.gov
Goal is to learn and improve while still establishing continuity

mailto:mark.mesle@illinois.gov
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We want to ensure more students see 
college as a real option and don’t see 
the application process as a barrier. 

Goal of Direct Admissions
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Some Key Points to Keep in Mind
Keep moving forward with Common App implementation

Everyone up on the platform by Feb 1
Common App has best practices they can share

13k juniors opted in last year 
HS seniors can also opt in to Direct Admissions
Key difference is that seniors will not have their GPA validated

Every year will bring more student involvement in Direct 
Admissions

We want Community Colleges fully represented
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Incoming High 
School Students

HS students will weigh their options 
through the Common App platform

13k opt ins will be informed of their local 
CC, but the platform raises your profile

You will be given the name, email and 
address of the 13k opt in students from 
your district to communicate with
Students can always apply through the 
standard process
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THREE 
KEY 

DATES

• August 26/27: Emails sent to 13k 
opt ins

• Sept 8: Broader HS seniors will be 
invited to participate

• Sept 15: CC transfer students will 
get their email
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Transfer Student 
Process
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GPA Thresholds

College GPA

Chicago State 2.0

Eastern 2.0

Governors State 2.0

Illinois State 3.5

Northeastern 2.0

Northern 2.0

SIUC 2.0

SIUE 2.0

Univ of IL Springfield 2.0

Western 2.0
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Key Messaging for Transfer Students

Focus on graduation
Review each school that has accepted you 
Talk to your advisor
Be mindful of deadlines
Some students do not have the required hours, or were not 
enrolled last year, or do not have the necessary GPA

These students are urged to continue their CC education, 
speak to an advisor and they can always apply through 
standard process 
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We will share the what students will receive

Letter for incoming high school seniors
Letters transfer students will receive

If they are accepted, if they don’t have enough hours or were not 
enrolled, if they don’t have the required GPA

GPA threshold for each school 
Links for each college landing page
Office hours on Aug18 at 3:00 pm for advisors/transfer staff
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Opt In Transfer Process 

Building opt in option into student 
information flow works better!
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Keys to Opt In 
Process

Both clarity and flexibility
You have time
Clear opt in language & legal language 
Can be put in spring registration process, 
student portal
You can fit it into your system in a way that 
works for you
Not for Dual Credit students

IR will schedule a follow up meeting, and we 
will send out guidance
Oneclickadmit.org remains a viable option
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Key Point About the Money
Two year/cyle grace period on per application fees
Goal is to make this sustainable long term for every college
Key factors we need to determine:

How much funding ICCB can contribute
What is the per application fee
How do we ensure you are paying for relevant applications
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Questions

Mark Mesle, mark.mesle@illinois.gov
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