Popularity for Illinois’ Dual Credit Program Continues to
Rise with Illinois High School Students
More than 500,000 students have earned early college credit before High School
graduation since 2010
SPRINGFIELD (March 18, 2021) – Over the last decade, Illinois’ Dual Credit Program has seen a
steady enrollment increase of more than 5.9% annually with more than half-a-million students
earning over 3.1 million college credits while still in high school. The program allows students
across the state to earn college credit while still in high school and save money after graduation.
“Giving students the chance to get an early start on their college education not only helps reduce the
financial burden of rising tuition costs but improves the likelihood that students succeed in college,” said
ICCB executive director Brian Durham.

Dual credit programs administered through the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) allow
academically qualified high school students to explore various academic areas and experience
the rigor of college-level coursework. Upon successful course completion, students earn both
high school and college credit.
Michelle Escobedo, 19, found her path to a culinary arts degree at Joliet Junior College through dual
credit courses at Plainfield High School. “The dual credit classes I took gave me knowledge, but also
insight. Because of those things, I felt more comfortable going to college,” she said.
“I really enjoy the challenge of earning college credits and I think it’s a great opportunity. The classes
helped me improve my writing a lot. I know writing is a skill I will need to master. I encourage other high
school students to earn college credits because it helps you figure out what your interests are in life and
gives you more direction on career choices,” said City Colleges of Chicago Student Kevin Estrada.
Mario Khazoum is getting a jump start on his associate degree while still in high school through Parkland
College’s Early College Program. “I liked the idea of obtaining dual credit and I wanted to get some
classes done early so I have more time for studying when I am in college. In addition, they have allowed
me to sharpen my focus, honing in on specific areas within my field that interest me,” he said.

A new report released by the ICCB found that for those students who took dual credit, the rate at which
they completed college was 20% higher than for those students who did not take dual credit. This
finding was especially true for students who are traditionally underserved in higher education.
The value of the Dual credit program speaks for itself with an increasing number of high school students
earning early college credits each year over the past decade.
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Throughout the last 10 years of the Dual Credit program, student enrollment has increased by an
average of 6.6%, and more than 8% in each of the last two years.
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