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Borough of Manhattan 
Community College/CUNY

ÅThe only community college in Manhattan and the 
largest in CUNY

ÅEnrollment on September 11, 2001 was 16,800 
degree program students and 7,500 continuing 
education students

ÅBMCC is located in Lower Manhattan, the main 
campus is four blocks from Ground Zero

ÅFiterman Hall is one-block from Ground Zero and 
across the street from 7 WTC



BMCCôs Fiterman Hall

ÅFiterman Hall was the largest gift to a public 
community college in history

ÅIt was home to the Collegeôs TeleMedia Accelerator, 
BMCCôs Division of Continuing Education, and the 
CUNY Research Foundation

Å40 of the 70 classrooms in Fiterman Hall were in use 
on that day

ÅWe were 60 days away from completing a $64 million 
renovation of the building



September 11, 2001

Å It was a beautiful day

ÅThe semester was only 
two weeks old

ÅThe first plane hit the 
WTC at 8:46 AM

ÅThe second plane hit at 
9:03 AM



Flexibility and Empowerment were Keys to our 
Survival

Å Our dedicated faculty and staff enabled us to evacuate 
the campus without creating unnecessary panic

Å A quick thinking engineer, realizing the possibility of 
smoke and pollution damage, shut down the ventilation 
system, saving us inestimable damage



What We Did First

ÅThe Campus (and region) was evacuated

ÅBuildings and Grounds addressed environmental 
issues (the ventilation system was shut down)

ÅClasses were suspended indefinitely

ÅEssential staff and President remained on campus

ÅThe rest of the administration relocated to an 
emergency command center in Upper Manhattan



The Enormity of the Collapse

Fiterman Hall is on the north side of the tall building left of the Tower. 

The main campus is the low building, lower left.



The Enormity of the Collapse (cont.)

Fiterman Hall is already engulfed by the collapse debris which 

rushes towards the main campus



BMCC became a Command Center

The College hosted: 

ÅThe Port Authority of NY and NJ Police

ÅThe New York City Fire Department

ÅUnited States Army

ÅArmy National Guard

ÅFEMA

ÅPublic Health Service

ÅASPCA



Rescue and recovery 

workers came to BMCC for 

supplies, power, telecom, 

showers and a clean place to 

eat and sleep...

...but sometimes they just 

wanted a place to pray 

and reflect on what was 

happening



Why Did First Responders 
Come to BMCC?

College campuses are well designed for 
emergency use:

ÅUseful open spaces: gyms, lobbies, parking 
lots, playing fields, cafeteria space, assembly 
halls, etc.

ÅEquipment: telecom, PCs, A/V broadcast 
capacity, radio repeaters, office equipment, 
food preparation/storage equipment, etc.

ÅCampus staff: colleges can provide emergency 
workers with valuable expertise and support in 
a safe, secure and clean environment



Maintaining an Administrative Presence

ÅCampus leaders remained on campus to coordinate 
the collegeôs relationship with guest agencies

ÅBMCC extended every courtesy to the rescue and 
recovery workers

ÅBuildings and Grounds personnel and campus Public 
Safety officers helped keep the campus secure and 
clean for rescuers

ÅSimultaneously they were readying the building for 
the earliest possible return of our students



Fiterman at Ground Zero


