Troubled Students on

Campus and Crisis
Responses

Where do we start P

Presented by Chief Pat O’Connor, CPC


http://www.knowingtheworld.com/clipart/police/Cops/PoliceOfficer05.html

" J
When dealing with Campus issues
at Moraine Valley we took an aggressive
approach and looked at several key
Issues.......... Discussion Points........

How best can we communicate with staff?
How best can we communicate with students?

Are we equipped and trained to get the job
done?
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How best can we communicate
with staff and students?

We have been working hard and have integrated a
Campus-wi de I ntercom and war ni

We have begun looking at the development of an IP
based phone warning system for all areas not covered
with speakers

We expanded our emergency broadcast system within
the college to outside common areas and added a
warning tone initiator to the system

We have upgraded our camera system and have plans
to include a tower camera with night-vision capabillities
as we expand



Are we equipped and trained to get
t he J ob done at Mo

We have upgraded training to include working on Active
Shooter issues.

We have engaged Professionals to review our Fire Safety and
Protection standards within our buildings.

We have entered into Intergovernmental Agreements with the

Cook County Hostage and Barricade Team, and assigned one

of our Sergeants to be their fnA0OnN
with their Team.

We have worked towards interoperability in Communications
with both the Sheriff and also our neighbors.

We have become members of our local Major Crime
Investigation Team, building relationships with our neighbors
and assigning our mvestlgators to work on our area homicide
task force cases.



Are we equipped and trained to get the job
done At Moraine Vall e

The College has its own Weather warning siren.

We have installed and are using an instant Phone
messaging system for staff contacts, and are expanding
that system to office numbers and also student cells.

We are working on text messaging system for students,
and staff.

We have asked our IT people to allow us to not only
broadcast mass emails which we do now, but also have
all live desktops receive pop-up messages on all college
computers that are signed on.



Understanding the following points Is very
|l mportant to all camp

Our jobs are completed most effectively
by the effective coordination of all our

resources.

StudentLife-i t he Dean of Stude
The Counseling and Advising staff

Human Resources

The College Police Dept. or Security Depit.



August 1, 1966

Charles Joseph Whitman - 25 years,
University of Texas, Austin Texas,

7131/1966- Walked up the bell tower at
University of Texas and shot 16 persons
dead and wounded another 30.
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May 20 1988

Laurie Dann - 30 years old, killed two, one
being an 8 year old student and wounds 6
at a Winnetka lllinois, Grammar school.

Killed herself before police took her into
custody



April 20, 1999

Eric Harris, 17, and Dylan Klebold, 18 -
White, males

The pair killed 12 students and one
teacher, wounded 23 students, and killed
themselves. They had planned far more
carnage at Columbine High School,
spreading 31 explosive devices.



April 161,2007

Cho Seung-Hui 23-year-old student killed
37 and wounded another 17 before killing
himself, at Virginia Tech.

Head of the English department was
di sturbed by Choo0Os wr



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Cho_Seung-hui_3.jpg
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February 15t 2008

Steven Kazmierczak for no apparent reason entered
a lecture hall and began shooting. Leaving 6 dead
and 22 injured.

Described a a model student; his girlfriend stated he
has been acting off since getting off his ant-
depressants

Several teachers from U of |, indicated he has been
erratic as of late.
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Preventing school shootings. What
the experts say

U.S. Secret Service Safe School Initiative report
released in 2002. It says that profiling students
by background, academic record or socio-
economic status holds no merit and causes the
identification of students who pose no risk.

Monitoring student behavior and interactions in
the class and on campus is more effective In
identifying students, that may be at risk.



= S
ldentifying kids at risk in the class
room

Only In rare occasions did those who had
knowledge report anything to an adult prior to
the attacks.

The U.S. Secret Service Safe School Initiative
report "Preventing School Shootings" found that
prior to most incidents, attackers told someone,
whether it was a friend, schoolmate or sibling,
about their plans. This was final missed chance.
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What am | to do as a Staff member
or Faculty Member with this new

NVI ol ent student

Teach them
Include them and

Engage them as much as you can

Keep the class Lite
Confrontational oO.
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As a Teacher or staff member what
can | do?

People who are shunned, removed from
t he group or ot her wi s
are not hard to spot.

Include them In activities with others and
help them engage.

All ow them to engage
push.
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As a teacher or staff member what
can | do?

If a staff member, employee or teacher is faced
with a student or co-worker who seems to
always be despondent, tell somebody.

Discuss the issues with your Dean, Direct
Supervisor, Department Chair, or the Police
Department if you feel threatened.

Understand Domestic and Personal issues come
to school and work with each of us.
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As a teacher or staff member what
else can | do?

Understand that many persons we deal
with in the community college setting have
mental health issues that prohibit them
from going away to school.

Most of these Issues are treated and

controlled, but some persons do not seek
treatment options.



"
Active Shooter situations on

V4 V4 V4 V4

Campusééeeceece

Schools today should insure they have
trained, alert police officers who can
mitigate these situations.

The shooter has been planning this and is
going for the most damage he can.

The average active shooter situation lasts
3-9 minutes on average. Not enough time
for SWAT!
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Ot her | SsuUesS eéeéec¢

The average school will have to deal with
other issues besides incursions into the
school by outsiders.

Power outages, Fires, Building Fallures,
Hazmat Situations, Weather related
Evacuations and Closings.

Plans for Business continuity, Payroll,
Staff relocation and Student relocation,
and IT protections have to be made.

Who Is responsible for what.
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Cl osi ng thought s

Contrary to public perception, school homicides
declined after 1993, although from 1997 to 1999
there was a series of copycat shootings
stimulated by unprecedented media coverage.

We are much better at spotting, planning for and
responding to troubled persons. Trust your
feelings on people, and report it.
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Moreee. Cl osi ng th

Your Police or Public Safety department is a tool.. We
have to develop this tool for it to work correctly.

Recognize that everybody is an expert in the security
field todayéée.. for money! !

There IS no one si ze fl1ts a

Sources such as: The International Chiefs of Police, the
lllinois Chiefs of Police or International Association of
Campus Law Enforcement Administrators are respected
resources.
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Credits and stuff>>>

U.S. Secret Service
US New and World Report
National Center of Vital Statistics, 1999.

School Crime and Safety: 2003. National Center
for Education Statistics

The International Chiefs of Police
And Youét he Audi ence whc
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Chi ef Pat OoConnor

Moraine Valley Community College PD
(708)974-5555/ oconnorp@morainevalley.edu
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