
National Incident 
Management System

NIMS for Colleges and Universities



What is 
NIMS

The National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) was mandated by 
Homeland Security Presidential 
Directive 5 that provides a consistent 
nationwide approach for 
governments, the private sector, and 
non-governmental organizations, to 
work effectively and efficiently 
together to prepare for, respond to, 
and recover from domestic incidents, 
regardless of cause, size, or 
complexity



Why is NIMS 
Important

Emergency Incident Response

~ A major incident may require help from other jurisdictions, the state, and 
federal government. 

~ NIMS was developed so responders from different jurisdictions and 
disciplines can work together better to respond to natural disasters and 
emergencies, including acts of terrorism

~ NIMS benefits include a unified approach to incident management; standard 
command and management structures; and emphasis on preparedness, 
mutual aid and resource management. 



Why is NIMS Important

Federal Preparedness Grants

~ Colleges and Universities receiving federal 
preparedness grant money from local jurisdictions.

~ Police personnel at universities receiving federal 
preparedness grants and that would play a direct role 
in an emergency response with other emergency 
services organizations.



Federal Fiscal Year 2008
NIMS Compliance Process

~ Formally recognize and adopt NIMS through 
resolution or policy.

~ Self-Certification through NIMSCAST

~ Complete Training



NIMS Training

~ IS-700; National Incident Management System 
(NIMS), An Introduction

~ ICS-100; Introduction to Incident Command System

~ ICS-200; ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action 
Incidents

~ IS-800; National Response Framework, An 
Introduction

*Courses offered online.

~ ICS-300; Intermediate Incident Command

~ ICS-400; Advanced Incident Command (Required for 
FFY 09)

* Courses conducted in a classroom.



The National 
Integration 

Center (NIC)

The Center oversees all aspects of NIMS including 
the development of compliance criteria and 

implementation activities at federal, state and local 
levels. It provides guidance and support to 

jurisdictions and incident management and responder 
organizations as they adopt the system.


