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September 11, 2001

ÅThe events of that day changed the United 

States forever in many ways. 

ÅMany agencies could not or would not talk 

to each other (local, state and federal).

ÅThe U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security was formed by combining 27 

federal agencies.



Borough of Manhattan 

Community College 
First community college ever to experience 

damage from a terrorist act. BMCC lost a 

building in the 9/11 attack and served as a 

shelter and staging area for First Responders.



Homeland Security Presidential 

Directive 5
ÅPresident Bush issued HSPD 5, which required 

all local, state and federal agencies adopt the 

National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

in order to receive federal preparedness dollars. 

ÅThe directive includes colleges and universities.

ÅNIMS allows all agencies to communicate 

effectively in a ñcommon languageò.



Hurricane Katrina

ÅLocal, state and federal government agencies 

were not prepared for a disaster the magnitude 

of Katrina.

ÅA lack of planing, training and cooperation 

resulted in many deaths.

ÅA lack of communication between agencies 

made the problem much worse.

ÅThe media provided the best situational 

awareness.
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Several community colleges were 

closed for a year or longer. Many 

colleges lost students, faculty and 

much needed revenue. 


