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È òThe university [college] student relationship is certainly 
unique.  While its primary function is to foster intellectual 
development through an academic curriculum, the 
institution is involved in all aspects of student life.   
Through its providing of food, housing, security, and a 
range of extracurricular activities, the modern university 
[college] provides a setting in which every aspect of student 
life is, to some degree, university [college] guided.  This 
attempt at control, however, is directed toward a group 
whose members are adults in the contemplation of law and 
thus free agents in many aspects of their lives and life styles. 
Despite the recognition of adulthood, universities [and 
colleges] continue to make an effort to regulate student life 
and the courts have utilized diverse theories in attempting 
to fix the extent of the universityõs [or collegeõs] duty to 
protect students.ó  McClure v. Fairfield University, (Conn.  
2003).



È òAsk any mayor in America what their two biggest 
challenges are, and he or she will tell you that they 
are public education and public safety.  And in the 
years since the attacks of September 11th, public 
safety has taken on an even deeper, broader, and 
more urgent meaningéLocal municipalities and 
first responders are our first line of defense and 
prevention.  Theyõre the ones that are familiar with 
their surroundings, and theyõre the ones who train 
day in and day out for specialized emergencieséó 
Mayor Martin OõMalley, U.S. Conf. of Mayors 
(2006)



È òGovernor Rod R. Blagojevich has declared a state 
of emergency in the aftermath of todayõs shootings 
at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb. The 
declaration will open the Governorõs disaster relief 
fund for local units of government to reimburse 
them for their extraordinary expenses related to 
the response in NIU DeKalb, and will facilitate the 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) 
in providing assistance to local units of 
government in responding to and recovering from 
this event.ó



È òThe State of Illinois will provide whatever 
assistance and support is necessary to 
university staff and students, and to local 
officials,ó said Gov. Blagojevich.òThe Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency has the 
necessary personnel in place to provide 
whatever help might be needed.ó



È òThe State is providing on-site assistance at NIU, 
including:
Á Illinois State Police Northern Tactical Response team members, 

State Police officers and Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources officers are supporting local and university law 
enforcement; 

Á Specialists from the Department of Human Services are 
assisting the universityõs mental health professionals in 
conducting a crisis assessment; 

Á Two Mobile Command Vehicles have been deployed along 
with one communications trailer;

Á IEMA Regional Coordinator on -scene to coordinate the stateõs 
efforts at NIU;

Á Mutual Aid Box Alarm System and Illinois Law Enforcement 
Alarm System have been activated to assist in coordinating 
response among multiple fire and police departments.ó



È òThe AACC Board of Directors created an 
advisory taskforce of 21 community college 
leaders in December 2003 to help increase 
national awareness of the important roles 
community colleges have in the homeland 
security arena. The tragedy of 9/11 was the 
motivating factor, but since then natural 
disasters have added to the necessity of 
preparing field -effective first responders when 
and where they are most needed.ó


