Reference Sheet for Mentors

If you are interested in participating as a volunteer mentor with the “Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers to Use Technology” grant initiative, you will find the following information to be helpful.

Registration:

To register as a volunteer mentor or to refer an interested colleague to the registration site, go to http://applsrv1.iccb.org/pt3/pt3signup/. 
List serve:

As educators volunteer to serve as mentors, their names will be added to an email listserve to facilitate communication among the group. The listserve will be housed with the Illinois Community College Board agency and will be maintained after the completion of the actual grant term.

Expectations:

· As a volunteer mentor, you are expected to attend a training session, if possible, to familiarize yourself with the operation of The Collaboratory Project’s use of Discussion Forums and Nexus communities.

· You will be expected to provide your own access to a computer with any software needed to communicate with the system.

· No payment is necessary for you to participate in this initiative.

· If you wish to receive CPDU’s for your participation, you are expected to make those arrangements with your local school system.

· You are expected to familiarize yourself with the PT3 Mentoring Web Site at www.iccb.org/mentor in order to anticipate questions the mentees will have and in order to help them find answers.

· You are expected to indicate an area of interest from this list: math, science, humanities, communications, general technology, or a combination of the above.

· You are expected to select at least one day of the week when you will connect with the Collaboratory to respond to mentees who have posted questions. Of course, we would encourage you to check in more than once a week because we realize that the mentees posting those questions may feel a certain urgency for seeing a response. As there is no way to estimate the number of postings that will be made, adjustments in the system will be made as needed. You may regulate the length of your responses to fit with the number of inquiries that you have and with the length of time you have available to commit to the program. 

· You are expected to become more familiar with the Collaboratory Project’s communication tools by responding to questions and/or articles that are posted inside the discussion forums and Nexus communities.  These practice sessions will help ensure that everyone becomes comfortable with the communication processes for the mentoring site.

Other PT3 resource sites –

Prior to the development of the PT3 Mentoring Web Site, two other web sites were constructed. You may find valuable resources at both of those locations to assist with your mentoring endeavor. The two URLs follow:

· www.iccb.org/pt3 - The intended audience for this site was higher education faculty who were looking for new lesson plans that infused technology to assist with delivering curriculum. The site contains 119 original lesson modules along with a tremendous number of resources.

· www.iccb.org/student - The intended audience for this site was the college sophomore-level student who is considering becoming a teacher. The site contains a great many resources as well as testimonials from experienced teachers and ideas for constructing practice lessons.  These resources can be used in conjunction with an existing “education” course to help the student think about infusing technology into the classroom/curriculum.

Contact information –

If you have questions about this project, you can contact 

Connie Brubaker

PT3 Project Coordinator

(217) 558-0318

cbrubaker@iccb.state.il.us 

or 

Todd Jorns

PT3 Project Co-Director

(217)785-0144

tjorns@iccb.state.il.us
