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Letter from the ACE President 

The American Council on Education (ACE), the major coordinating body for all the
nation’s higher education institutions, seeks to provide leadership and a unifying voice
on key higher education issues and to influence public policy through representation,

leadership, and service. One of ACE’s key areas of service is lifelong learning—providing 
programs to ensure the validity of nontraditional learning and promote adult access to and
success in postsecondary education and the workforce.

The tens of millions of adults in America without a high school diploma represent a social
challenge that intensifies each year as society demands a more highly skilled and educated
workforce. Rather than a final goal, a high school diploma is a launching point for each 
individual and critical to the success of our larger community.

ACE is proud of its 60-year history of hosting the General Educational Development (GED)
Testing Service, which serves as a cornerstone of ACE’s programs that promote access. Passing
the GED Tests provides adults with an opportunity to earn their jurisdiction’s or state’s high
school credential, enabling them to pursue further education leading to better jobs. Moreover,
adults who pass the GED Tests serve as role models for their families and generations to
come.

This annual Statistical Report shares the successful results of GED Testing conducted in 2004,
the third year of the 2002 Series GED Tests.ACE salutes the many GED administrators,
examiners, and staff members who deliver the program and administer the tests at the local
level, and applauds the 424,766 adults who passed the tests in 2004.

David Ward
President,American Council on Education 
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Once again, we dedicate this report to those adults without a high school diploma
who refused to be left behind and demonstrated that they are mature, motivated,
and ready to prove themselves. More specifically, we congratulate the 424,766 adults

who met the score requirements and earned their jurisdictions’ high school credential in
2004. For them, the GED Tests are not an educational end point, but the beginning of further
education and lifelong learning.We wish them success as they shape their futures.

The updated and revised Who Passed the GED Tests? 2004 Statistical Report is the result of
hard work by many individuals.We wish to highlight several for special thanks: Stephen J.
Ruffini, for his leadership and commitment to accurate and valid information; Karen
Douglas, for her meticulous checking of the results and raising excellent points; Zenitta
Anderson, who generated the exhibits and coordinated production and quality control activi-
ties with reliable dedication; the talented staff of the GED Testing Service—Charles Bedore,
Bob Mason, Lyn Schaefer, Carol Ezzelle, and Chhaya Rao—as well as other dedicated staff of
the American Council on Education—Tim McDonough, Paul Hassen, Jacqueline King, and
Benjamin Quillian.We also thank ACE’s Wendy Bresler, Brian Jenkins, and their Publications
and Procurement departments, for editing, proofing, producing, and printing this report.
Additionally, we offer our thanks to the Official GED Electronic Scoring Sites for uploading
data from the jurisdictions to our centralized database.Again, we recognize the exceptional
leadership of the GED Administrators as well as the GED Examiners who lead the program
and serve the candidates, and who collect and forward the data that make this publication
possible.
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T H E  G E D  T E S T S  A L L O W  P E O P L E  T O  P R O V E
W H AT  T H E Y  K N O W .

The GED Tests serve only one purpose—to certify a
high school level of academic knowledge and skills.
The GED Tests certify these competencies, no matter

where or in what manner the individual learned them.
Every U.S. state and Canadian jurisdiction recognizes that
passing the GED Tests demonstrates the knowledge and skills
of a high school graduate.

T H E  G E D  T E S T S  D E M A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T.

• The GED Tests are rigorous. GED candidates’ perform-
ance must meet or surpass the performance of 40 percent
of traditional graduating high school seniors.

• The GED Tests provide adults the opportunity to certify
their attainment of high school–level knowledge and
skills. In 2004, more than 700,000 adults worldwide took
some portion of the GED Tests. Of that total, 600,000
completed the battery of tests, and more than 400,000 
of the completers (approximately 70 percent) passed the
GED Tests and earned their jurisdictions’ high school
diploma.

• The GED Tests are demanding.To earn a credential, a
candidate must complete a battery of five tests covering
math, science, reading, writing, and social studies.The 
five tests, which last for 71⁄2 hours, also measure skills in
communication, information processing, problem solving,
and critical thinking.

• The GED Tests provide a uniform measure of high
school achievement. Passing the tests means the same
thing in every state in the United States, throughout
Canada, and around the world.

• The 2002 Series GED Tests reflect current high school
curriculum standards while including content relevant to
the workplace and community.The series is the fourth
edition in the 60-year history of the program.The 2002
Series GED Tests reflect the standards developed at the
national and jurisdictional levels and recommended by
panels of experts representing the core academic disci-
plines of English-language arts, mathematics, science, and
social studies.

• The process of taking the GED Tests is demanding.
Candidates must demonstrate competence in lifelong
learning and problem-solving skills such as:

• Solving problems and making decisions.
• Taking responsibility for learning.
• Learning through research.
• Planning.
• Reflecting and evaluating.

D E V E L O P I N G  T H E  G E D  T E S T S

During the initial four-year design stage (1997–2001),
national panels of experts researched and developed the test
specifications, a score scale, and passing score for the 2002
Series GED Tests. Each year thereafter, the GED Testing
Service initiates a three-year process to develop three 
equated forms of the tests, which involve international com-
mittees of professional educators, subject matter experts, and
test specialists in each content area.

Each test question undergoes multiple reviews by internal
and external content and psychometric specialists.Test ques-
tions included on the GED Tests are reviewed for fairness
using both judgmental and statistical procedures. Further,
each question is screened through the use of trained GEDTS
staff, through sensitivity review by panels of outside experts,
and through differential item functioning (DIF) statistical
analysis. Only questions that show evidence of meeting both
content and statistical requirements—that match the content
specifications, have passed fairness and DIF reviews, and 
possess appropriate values of discrimination and difficulty—
are included on the GED Tests forms.This ensures that the
tests are as free as possible from material that might be
advantageous or disadvantageous to particular groups of
individuals, and that each question truly measures the 
candidate’s knowledge and skills.

Further, these questions are pre-tested on high school 
seniors before becoming a part of final test forms.These final
forms are then administered to a national stratified random
sample of graduating high school seniors to set passing stan-
dards. Individual states, provinces, and territories may set a
passing standard higher, but not lower, than the passing score
established by the GED Testing Service.The GED Testing
Service follows the Standards for Educational and
Psychological Testing established by the American
Psychological Association, the American Educational
Research Association, and the National Council on
Measurement in Education (1999).

About the 2002 Series GED Tests
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GED candidates are able to read, compute, interpret 
information, and express themselves in writing at a level
exceeding that of at least 40 percent of graduating high
school seniors. In other words, four out of 10 graduating
high school seniors could not pass the GED Tests on their
first attempt.

S C O R I N G  T H E  G E D  T E S T S

Each test is scored on a scale ranging from 200 to 800.
To receive a credential based on passing the GED Tests, a 
candidate must earn an average score across the five tests of
at least 450, with no individual test score below 410 in the
United States and 450 in Canada, based on norming data
from each country.These score requirements ensure that

Minimum GED Score Standard 1

Percentage of 

High School Graduates 

Meeting Standard

Jurisdictions Requiring GED Standard

United States + Insular Areas and Freely Associated States (IAFAS)

Minimum 410 and Mean 450 602

Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia,
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, American Samoa,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Puerto Rico,
Republic of the Marshall Islands, Republic of Palau

Minimum 450 (each test) NA Virgin Islands

Canada

Minimum 450 (each test) 57

Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick,
Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia,
Nunavut, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec,
Saskatchewan, Yukon Territory

1
Each jurisdiction that awards high school equivalency credentials based on the GED Tests establishes its own minimum score requirement. 
In January 2002, the GED Testing Service raised the minimum score requirement for passing the GED Tests to a minimum of 410 per test 
and a mean standard score of 450. In the United States, this minimum standard was met by 60 percent of graduating high school seniors. 
Jurisdictions may set passing score requirements that are more stringent than this established minimum, but may not set a lower standard.

2
U.S. percentages are based on data from a national sample of graduating high school seniors who took the GED Tests in the spring of 2001. 
The percentage reported for Canada is an estimate based on the performance of Canadian high school seniors who took individual GED 
Tests during the spring of 2001. This percentage was estimated using a conditional probability method.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

M I N I M U M  G E D  S C O R E  S TA N D A R D S  B Y  J U R I S D I C T I O N
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T H E  G E D  T E S T S  O F F E R  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O
G R O W .

• Ninety-seven percent of colleges and universities accept
the GED credential as equivalent to a traditional high
school diploma (College Board, 2001).

• One in 20 undergraduates hold a GED credential (The
Condition of Education, 2002, National Center for
Educational Statistics).

• More than 90 percent of U.S. employers consider those
who earned their GED credential the same as traditional
high school graduates with regard to hiring, salary, and
opportunity for advancement (Society for Human
Resource Management, 2002).

• According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, those who
have a high school diploma, including those with a GED
credential, earn $158 more a week than those who did
not graduate from high school. (Occupational Outlook
Quarterly, fall 2004).

G E D  C R E D E N T I A L  H O L D E R S  R E F L E C T  T H E
M O S A I C  O F  A M E R I C A .

• Apart from the desire to demonstrate their high school
knowledge and skills, no single characteristic typifies
GED candidates. GED candidates have myriad back-
grounds—from working adults, young parents, and entre-
preneurs to immigrants, senior citizens, and displaced
workers.

• GED candidates self-select; no one is required to take the
GED Tests.Typically, candidates have a long involvement
in traditional educational programs before taking the
GED Tests.Approximately 43 percent of the GED passers
in 2004 completed the 11th grade or higher in a tradi-
tional high school program, and an additional 29 percent
completed the 10th grade.

• The success of all GED graduates is highlighted by such
notable GED recipients as comedian Bill Cosby,
Governor Ruth Ann Minner of Delaware, and U.S.
Surgeon General Richard Carmona.

3

I N T E R P R E T I N G  G E D  T E S T  S C O R E S

GED standard scores are normalized based on a nationally
representative, stratified random sample of high school 
seniors tested in the spring of their graduating year. Only
seniors who are expected to meet the academic require-
ments for graduation are included in the norming study.
Separate norms are prepared for the United States, Canada,
and Puerto Rico; scores are re-standardized when the norm
group shows significant changes.The standard scores cur-
rently reported are based on a 2001 standardization study.

The resulting standard scores and percentile ranks can be
used to describe the skills of adults who take the GED 
Tests, compared with the performance of contemporary
graduating high school seniors. GED standard scores have
the following properties:

• The median standard score for U.S. graduating high
school seniors is 500 for each of the five tests.

• The standard deviation is 100 points for U.S. graduating
high school seniors.

• The percentage of graduating seniors at or below each
GED standard score value is the same for each of the five
tests.

• The percentile ranks provided on the Official Transcript
of GED Tests Results are those for graduating high
school seniors, not for the GED candidates.

G E D  S TA N D A R D  S C O R E  A N D  E S T I M AT E D  
N AT I O N A L  C L A S S  R A N K  O F  G R A D U AT I N G  

U . S .  H I G H  S C H O O L  S E N I O R S :  2 0 0 1

GED Estimated National

Standard Score Class Rank

700 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 1%
670 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 2%
660 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 3%
640 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 5%
610 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 10%
580 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 15%
570 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 20%
550 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 25%
530 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 33%
520 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 40%
500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 50%
460 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 55%
450 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Top 60%

Source: 2001 GED Testing Service.
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Most of the information presented in this report was
collected directly from the GED candidates who
took GED Tests in 2004. Complete individual

candidate data were available from all jurisdictions with the
exceptions of Puerto Rico and New York.

For Puerto Rico, candidate records exist at the scoring site.
However, because of format errors, it was impossible to
upload the records to the data warehouse. Summary statistics
were obtained from the jurisdictional administrator to pro-
vide complete GED test taker statistics. Summary statistics
were not obtained for candidates taking special editions of
the GED Tests.

For New York, more than 45,000 candidate records were
uploaded to the data warehouse. However, reconciliation
records indicated that more candidate records should have
been available. Only available data were included in this
report.

The 2000 U.S. Census data were obtained to describe the
population of adults without high school credentials.
Whereas the 2002 and 2003 Statistical Reports included U.S.
Census data for adults aged 19 or older, the U.S. Census data
in this report include adults aged 16 or older who do not
have a high school diploma or credential and who are not
enrolled in any educational program.Therefore, the percent-
ages of the population without a high school diploma are
based on a larger numerator than in previous reports.Also,
the percentages of adults without a high school diploma
who tested are based on a larger denominator than in 
previous reports.

Data collection for the GED annual Statistical Report is the
joint responsibility of the General Educational Development
Testing Service (GEDTS), GED Administrators, GED Chief
Examiners, and Official GED Electronic Scoring Sites.
Currently, more than 3,200 Official GED Testing Centers
operate in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, eight 
U.S. Insular Areas and Freely Associated States (IAFAS),
13 Canadian provinces and territories, U.S. military bases
throughout the world, U.S. correctional institutions, and
Prometric Centers outside the United States and Canada.
As of July 2004, 19 sites were certified as Official GED
Electronic Scoring Sites and were responsible for transmit-
ting the candidates’ demographic responses and test data
directly to a centralized international database. In turn, the
data warehouse manager uploaded and checked all data
before committing it to the International Database (IDB),
which holds GED data for all candidates.A new degree of

collaboration has been initiated through a data verification
process that involved all partners.The continuation of this
process will ensure a higher degree of data accuracy than in
the past.

As part of their testing sessions, GED candidates were
encouraged to complete demographic forms prior to taking
the GED Tests. New GED candidates completed the survey
in 2004 while most candidates who initiated testing in 2002
or 2003 completed the demographic survey in their first
year of testing.Analyses of survey data are based on surveys
completed at the time the candidate began testing.Time-
related analyses, such as age, are based on the most recent
testing date and date of birth.All ages represent age in 2004
as of the most recent test date. Not everyone answered all
items contained in this report.Therefore, demographic tables
and exhibits presented throughout this report are based on
available information.The only demographic information 
for Canadians included in this report is age at testing and
gender, because following the passage in 2003 of Canada’s
Freedom of Information Act, the demographic survey was
no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

The background data collected with the demographic forms
were merged with the actual GED Tests results to allow
analyses of candidate performance on the GED Tests in con-
junction with candidate demographics.All scores referred to
in this report are standard scores.The 1988 Series Tests were
used for the Spanish and French-language tests in the first
two years of the 2002 Series Tests. In 2004, new versions of
the Spanish-language and French-language tests were intro-
duced. However, the 1988 Series Tests continued to be
administered through Prometric Centers in 2004.

It is important to note that with the availability of individual
scores, candidates are represented in the jurisdiction where
they last tested in the current report year. Hence, each 
candidate is represented only once in the analyses. Prior to
the 2002 Series GED Tests, when individual jurisdictions
provided summary statistics to GEDTS, multiple jurisdic-
tions may have reported the same candidate if the candidate
tested in more than one jurisdiction.

When asked to indicate their reasons for taking the GED
Tests, GED candidates were allowed to provide multiple
answers.This report presents the results indicated by the 
candidates, giving equal weight to all the answers men-
tioned. However, in reality, some response categories may
have been more important than others, a distinction the data
do not capture.

About the Data
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In parts of this report, GED pass rates are compared across
different jurisdictions.When making such comparisons, it is
important not to over-interpret differences that appear. For
example, if one state has a higher passing rate than another,
this may reflect underlying differences in candidates’ charac-
teristics or GED Program rules, such as a prescreening
requirement (see Table 18, pages 84–85).

With reference to completers and passers, it must be noted
that with more than one year of data, completers and passers
include some candidates who began testing in a previous
year and who completed and passed in the current report
year. For all candidates who tested in 2004, their complete
test history was used to identify their best test score in each
content area.The history could have encompassed more

than one test year or more than one test administration in a 
single year.To be included in the current report, a candidate
must have taken at least one section of the test in the cur-
rent report year and must not have passed the battery in a
prior year.

The jurisdiction groupings used in some of the exhibits and
all of the tables do not provide mutually exclusive distinc-
tions. More precisely, while Michigan Prisons are reported
under Federal and Other Contracts, these are not the only
prisoners who took the GED Tests. Prisoners from other
jurisdictions who tested are included in their respective
jurisdiction statistics.



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

H
O

W
 

T
O

 
U

S
E

 
T

H
I

S
 

R
E

P
O

R
T

2
0

0
4

7

The General Educational Development Testing Service
(GEDTS) has produced annual statistical reports 
profiling GED candidates for every calendar year

since 1958.This report is developed primarily for GED part-
ners who rely on the statistical tables and graphs for program
status and trend information to provide comparisons across
categories, jurisdictions, and years.The GED partners and
other interested constituents may use this report to assist in
making informed educational and policy decisions.

T H I S  2 0 0 4  S TAT I S T I C A L  R E P O R T A D D R E S S E S
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  K E Y  Q U E S T I O N S :

1. Who needs a high school diploma? 

2. How do the number of candidates, the number of com-
pleters, the number of passers, and the passing rate vary
over time? 

3. Who passed the GED Tests? 

4. How does the passing rate vary across different states and
jurisdictions?  

5. How many candidates took the GED Tests in a language
other than English?  

6. How many candidates tested using a special edition of the
tests?  

This report is a direct presentation of census data that 
represent all jurisdictions.This report has four distinct sec-
tions featuring detailed statistics by jurisdiction.These four
sections combine exhibits, tables, and text to present the 
following:

S E C T I O N  I

• Uses 2000 U.S. Census data to describe the potential
need for high school credentials among U.S. adults.
Presented by state and for a range of different demo-
graphic groups, the analysis shows the proportion of the
U.S. adult population that left high school without a
diploma and is not enrolled in any program. Further, this
section continues the tradition of presenting the propor-
tion of the population of adults in the United States and
Canada without a high school diploma who took the
GED Tests in the report year.A demographic profile of
adults who took the tests is presented, which includes
information on age, gender, race/ethnicity, and educa-
tional history. Racial/ethnic group labels represent 
general groupings. For example,“African American” also
includes candidates who identify themselves as “Black” or
“of African descent.”

S E C T I O N  I I

• Provides the test score results for GED completers and
then describes the 2004 population of GED passers, who
are a subset of the completers. Results are presented for
the U.S. GED passers and for Canadian passers separately.
This section reports GED passers’ performance, which
includes pass rates for all tests, the variation in overall pass
rates by jurisdiction, and the distribution of scores for 
all passers. Further, the section presents a demographic
profile of GED passers in the United States and Canada.
The passer profiles include information on age, gender,
race/ethnicity, educational history, and the reasons candi-
dates cited for taking the GED Tests for U.S. GED passers
but only age and gender for Canadian passers.

How to Use This Report
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• GED candidates—Adults who have taken at least one of
the five tests in the GED Tests Battery regardless of
whether they passed the test(s).

• GED completers—Adults who have taken all five tests in
the GED Tests Battery regardless of whether they passed
any tests.The number of completers serves as the denom-
inator for calculating the pass rate.All five tests must be
completed for the candidate to have an opportunity to be
a passer.

• GED passers—Adults who have earned their jurisdic-
tions’ high school diplomas or credentials by meeting the
jurisdictional passing standard score on each of the five
tests, and an average passing standard of 450 on the GED
Tests Battery.The number of adults meeting these passing
standards provides the basis (i.e., the numerator) for 
calculating the pass rate for the GED Testing Program.

• Jurisdictions—U.S. states, Canadian provinces and territo-
ries, and special testing entities such as U.S. military bases
and correctional facilities.

• IAFAS—U.S. Insular Areas and Freely Associated States.

S E C T I O N  I I I

• Provides trend information about the GED Testing
Program, such as statistics on the use of different language
tests and special edition tests; trend data on the number of
candidates and passers by tests series, and jurisdiction; and
trends in GED testing from 1949 to 2004, including both
performance and demographic statistics.

S E C T I O N  I V

• Provides information about the GED Testing Program,
including the jurisdictional policies for issuing high
school credentials based on passing the GED Tests; a list
of GED Administrators and their contact information;
and lists of ACE and GEDTS boards and committees.

D E F I N I T I O N S  O F  T E R M S

• Adult—For purposes of this report, an adult is someone
aged 16 or older.This definition is consistent with the
definition in the Adult Education Act.

• Federal and other contracts—Federal Correctional
Institutions, International Testing Sites, Michigan Prisons,
Overseas (Non-military and Military), CONUS Military,
and Veterans Administration Hospitals.



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
2

0
0

4

9

According to the 2000 Census, more than 39 million
adults in the United States aged 16 or older, or 
18 percent of the entire U.S. adult population within

this age range, did not complete their high school education,
are not enrolled in high school, and do not have a high
school diploma.These adults are considered most likely to
benefit from the GED Testing Program, which is designed to
help them prove their skills, gain access to postsecondary
education, find a more rewarding job, or enrich their lives in
other ways.

Exhibit 1 shows the percentage of adults1 in the 50 U.S.
states and the District of Columbia who lack a high school
diploma.As shown on the map, adults who live in southern

states are more likely to have left high school without a
diploma. In roughly one-fourth of the nation, more than 
20 percent of adults do not have a high school diploma:
Mississippi (25.1 percent), Kentucky (23.9 percent),
Louisiana (23.3 percent),Alabama (23.2 percent),
Texas (23.0 percent),Arkansas (22.7 percent),West Virginia
(22.7 percent),Tennessee (22.3 percent), South Carolina
(22.1 percent), California (21.6 percent), North Carolina
(21.0 percent), Georgia (20.8 percent), and District of
Columbia (20.2 percent). In contrast, in Minnesota 
(11.2 percent),Wyoming (11.5 percent), Utah (11.6 percent),
Alaska (11.7 percent), New Hampshire (11.9 percent),
Montana (12.1 percent),Vermont (12.4 percent),
Nebraska (12.5 percent),Washington (12.7 percent), and

Who Needs a High School Diploma and 
Who Took the GED Tests?

S E C T I O N  I

E X H I B I T  1 :  

Percentage of U.S. Adults Without a High School Diploma, by State

10.0–12.5%

15.1–17.5%

22.6%+

20.1–22.5%

17.6–20.0%

12.6–15.0%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census.

1
Unless specified otherwise, an adult in this report is defined as a person aged 16 or older.
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reference to age, adults aged 65 and older are more likely to
lack a high school diploma than adults in any other reported
age groups.

Finally, those with household incomes at or below the 
federal poverty line (established in 2000 as $18,400 for a
family of four) are more likely not to have a high school
diploma than adults with incomes above the poverty line.
More than one-third of this group does not have a high
school diploma, compared with only one in eight adults
whose household income is above the poverty line.

Iowa (12.7 percent), about 12 percent, or approximately one
in eight adults, do not have a high school diploma.

Exhibit 2 shows that the percentage of U.S. adults aged 
18 or older without a high school diploma varies by age,
race/ethnicity, and income. Males and females are equally
likely to have left high school without a diploma.

There is notable variation in the percentage of people with-
out a high school diploma across racial and ethnic groups.
Forty percent of Hispanic adults, 24 percent of Native
American adults, and 21 percent of African-American adults
in the United States do not have a high school diploma,
compared with only 13 percent of White/non-Hispanic
adults and 14 percent of Asian/Pacific Islander adults.With

E X H I B I T  2 :  

Percentage of U.S. Adults1 in Key Demographic Groups Without a High School Diploma

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

> $40,000

< $40,000

Above

 At or Below

65+

45–64

35–44

25–34

18–24

Other

Native American

Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic

African American

White/Non-Hispanic

Female

Male

All Adults (Age 18+) 16%

16%

15%

13%

21%

40%

14%
24%

37%

15%

12%

11%

14%

30%

34%

13%

19%

3%

Source:  2000 U.S. Census.
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1 Demographic data from 2000 U.S. Census not obtained for 16 and 17 year olds.
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S E R V I N G  T H E  TA R G E T  P O P U L AT I O N :  G E D
C A N D I D AT E S  I N  T H E  T O TA L  G E D  P R O G R A M

In 2004, only 1.7 percent of U.S. adults and 0.2 percent of
Canadian adults without a high school diploma took the
GED Tests.These percentages include those who completed
and passed the tests and those who did not.

Exhibit 3 shows the estimated percentage of adults aged 16
or older without a high school diploma (estimated with data
from the 2000 U.S. Census and Statistics Canada 2001) who
took the GED Tests in each jurisdiction in 2004.The map
illustrates that only small percentages of adults in both the
United States and Canada without a high school diploma
took the GED Tests in 2004.

The proportion of adults without a high school diploma
varies greatly across the states. In general, the GED Testing
Program served a higher proportion of adults in the northern
states, especially the Northwest, than in the eastern or the
southern states.

Some states, such as Alaska and Wyoming, stand out by 
serving a considerably larger share of their potential GED
population than other nearby states. But it is important to
keep in mind that most states tested less than 2.5 percent of
adults without a high school diploma. Hence, there is signifi-
cant room for increasing the percentage of the target popu-
lation being served in all jurisdictions.

E X H I B I T  3 :  

Percentage of U.S. and Canadian Candidates Without a High School Diploma Who Took the GED Tests, by State and

Province/Territory

0.0–0.5%

1.1–1.5%

2.6–4.0%

2.1–2.5%

1.6–2.0%

0.6–1.0%

4.1%+

Source: 2000 U.S. Census,
2001 Statistics Canada, and 
2004 GED Testing Service.
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Related information in Table 2, on pages 24–25, shows that
16 to 19 year olds represented approximately two of every
five U.S. candidates (41.2 percent), compared with approxi-
mately one in 10 candidates in Canada.This difference most
likely reflects the higher minimum age requirements in
many Canadian jurisdictions.Additionally, U.S. candidates
aged 20 to 24 years old represented approximately one in
four candidates in the United States and three in 10 candi-
dates in Canada.

A G E  O F  G E D  C A N D I D AT E S  I N  T H E  T O TA L  G E D
P R O G R A M

The average age of candidates who took the GED Tests
worldwide in 2004 was 25.0 years (see Exhibit 4).The 
average age of candidates ranged from 24.7 years in the
United States to 31.2 years for candidates tested at federal
and other contracts sites.The average age among Canadian
candidates was 30.5 years.

E X H I B I T  4 :  

Average Age of Candidates in the GED Testing Program: 2004
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Program Delivery Areas2

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

1 N = number of candidates with known age; % = percentage of candidates with known age.
2 IAFAS not shown; 94.5 percent of data missing.
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G E N D E R  O F  G E D  C A N D I D AT E S  I N  T H E  T O TA L
G E D  P R O G R A M

As shown in Exhibit 5, more men than women took the
GED Tests in 2004 in the United States, Canada, and Federal
and Other Contracts.The almost nine-to-one male/female
ratio for those candidates served by the Federal and Other
Contracts is considerably higher than the ratio in the United

States and Canada. Federal and Other Contracts include 
correctional institutions, overseas military and non-military
installations, and Veterans Administration hospitals. For more
information on specific jurisdictions, see Table 3, on pages
26–27.

E X H I B I T  5 :  

Gender of Candidates in the GED Testing Program: 2004
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Program Delivery Areas2

1 N = number of candidates with known gender; % = percentage of candidates with known gender.

2 IAFAS not shown; 94.6 percent of data missing.
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Among Federal and Other Contracts, roughly 45 percent 
of the candidates were African American, approximately 
30 percent were White, and almost 20 percent were
Hispanic.

R A C E / E T H N I C I T Y  O F  G E D  C A N D I D AT E S  I N  T H E
T O TA L  G E D  P R O G R A M  

Of the GED candidates in 2004 for whom race/ethnicity
was known, half were White (see Exhibit 6). Of the 
remaining candidates for whom race was known, there was 
a slightly higher percentage of Hispanic candidates than
African-American candidates. Hispanics and African
Americans each accounted for approximately 20 percent of
the candidates.American Indians,Asians, and Pacific Islanders
each represented less than 3 percent of the candidates.

E X H I B I T  6 :  

Percentage of All GED Candidates, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

1 Demographic survey includes “Black” and “African descent” in this category.
2 N = number of candidates with known race/ethnicity; % = percentage of candidates with known race/ethnicity.
3 IAFAS not shown;  94.7 percent of data missing. Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no 

  longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.
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E D U C AT I O N  O F  G E D  C A N D I D AT E S  I N  T H E  T O TA L
G E D  P R O G R A M

Exhibit 7 shows that the average grade level completed by
U.S. GED candidates is 10th grade, with candidates in
Federal and Other Contracts averaging a slightly lower grade

level (9.8). For additional information on specific 
jurisdictions, see Table 5, pages 30–31.

E X H I B I T  7 :  

Average Grade Completed by Candidates in the GED Testing Program: 2004
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1 N = number of candidates with known grade completed; % = percentage of candidates with known grade completed.

 

9.8

2 IAFAS not shown;  94.8 percent of data missing. Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no 

  longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.
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for the Language Arts, Reading Test.This indicated greater
scattering of the individual scores compared with the indi-
vidual scores on the other content areas.The pass rate for
each test is consistent with the standard score information
that indicates that Mathematics was the most difficult con-
tent area while Language Arts, Reading was the least difficult
content area.

G E D  S TA N D A R D  S C O R E  D I S T R I B U T I O N S  A N D
S TAT I S T I C S  F O R  A L L  C A N D I D AT E S :  2 0 0 4

The mean standard scores for all candidates who took at
least one GED Test in 2004 (Exhibit 8) ranged from 468 in
Mathematics to 545 in Language Arts, Reading. Mean scores
for Social Studies, Science, and Language Arts, Reading were
above 500, while Language Arts,Writing and Mathematics
mean scores were below 500. Median scores were very 
similar to the averages.The standard deviation was highest

Content Area1

Standard Score

N

Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 460 474 96 633,028 86.3

Social Studies 510 521 86 655,737 94.1

Science 510 516 83 651,848 92.9

Language Arts, Reading 520 545 105 661,319 96.0

Mathematics 460 468 86 624,063 79.4

1
Statistics are based on each candidate’s best score earned in 2004 for each area tested.
Statistics based on all tests are not presented here. All candidates did not take all five tests in 2004.
Overall results based on each candidate’s best score would not be informative.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

E X H I B I T  8 :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All GED Candidates: 2004
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The mean and median scores for all U.S. candidates 
(Exhibit 8A) closely mirror the results for all candidates.This
is expected since approximately 95 percent of the GED Tests
taken in 2004 were taken in the United States.The mean
and median standard scores in Mathematics (467 and 460,

respectively) and Language Arts,Writing (474 and 460,
respectively) were below 500. Pass rates for the individual
tests ranged from 79.5 percent on the Mathematics Test to
96.1 percent on the Language Arts, Reading Test.

E X H I B I T  8 A :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All U.S. Candidates: 2004

Content Area1

Standard Score

N

Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 460 474 96 606,994 86.3

Social Studies 510 521 86 629,020 94.2

Science 510 515 83 625,465 92.9

Language Arts, Reading 520 544 105 634,617 96.1

Mathematics 460 467 86 598,624 79.5

1
Statistics are based on each candidate’s best score earned in 2004 for each area tested.
Statistics based on all tests are not presented here. All candidates did not take all five tests in 2004.
Overall results based on each candidate’s best score would not be informative.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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tests.The individual test pass rate for the Mathematics Test
was 72.9 percent, while the pass rate for the Language Arts,
Writing Test was 83.2 percent.

Among all Canadian candidates, the mean and median 
standard scores (Exhibit 8B) for all tests were 500 or above.
The mean of 501 and median of 500 on the Mathematics
Test and the mean of 570 and median of 560 on the
Language Arts, Reading Test show the range for the five

E X H I B I T  8 B :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All Canadian Candidates: 2004

Content Area1

Standard Score

N

Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 530 528 108 12,162 83.2

Social Studies 530 528 89 12,128 84.5

Science 550 560 91 12,079 91.7

Language Arts, Reading 560 570 111 12,171 89.3

Mathematics 500 501 93 12,083 72.9

1
Statistics are based on each candidate’s best score earned in 2004 for each area tested.
Statistics based on all tests are not presented here. All candidates did not take all five tests in 2004.
Overall results based on each candidate’s best score would not be informative.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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E X H I B I T  9 :  

Score Distribution for All Candidates in the GED Testing Program, by Content Area: 2004
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    Score ranges are not equal. Red bar combines all scores below passing.1

The distribution of standard scores depicted in Exhibit 9
presents test score information for all candidates from a 
different perspective.Approximately 68 percent of the candi-
dates’ Mathematics scores were below 500, compared with

approximately 40 percent for Language Arts, Reading, Social
Studies, and Science.Also, more than 10 percent of the 
candidates scored in the 700–800 range on the Language
Arts, Reading Test.
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TA B L E  1 : Target Population of Adults Without High School Diplomas:

• Number Tested

• Percent Completing Battery of Tests

• Percent Passing Battery of Tests

TA B L E  2 : Percentage of GED Candidates, by Age Group, and Average Age: 2004

TA B L E  3 : Percentage of GED Candidates, by Gender: 2004

TA B L E  4 : Percentage of GED Candidates, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004

TA B L E  5 : Percentage of GED Candidates, by Grade Completed, and Average Grade Completed: 2004

Section I:  Tables
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T A B L E  1 :  

Target Population of Adults Without High School Diplomas

Jurisdiction

Population of

Adults Without

Diplomas
1

(N)

Target

Population

Tested, 2004

(N)

Target

Population

Tested, 2004
2

(%) 

Completed 

Battery of 

Tests, 2004

(N)

Completed 

Battery of 

Tests, 2004
3

(%)

Passed 

Tests,

2004

(N) 

Passed

Tests,

2004
4

(%)

Target

Population

Passed Tests,

2004
5

(%)

Alabama 797,910 12,555 1.6 12,428 1.6 6,959 56.0 0.9
Alaska 51,665 2,947 5.7 1,937 3.7 1,664 85.9 3.2
Arizona 730,845 15,119 2.1 13,599 1.9 9,706 71.4 1.3
Arkansas 470,030 7,534 1.6 7,315 1.6 6,133 83.8 1.3
California 5,500,200 48,398 0.9 39,296 0.7 27,462 69.9 0.5
Colorado 435,120 14,568 3.3 11,000 2.5 9,076 82.5 2.1
Connecticut 395,380 4,824 1.2 4,355 1.1 2,889 66.3 0.7
Delaware 100,940 491 0.5 485 0.5 464 95.7 0.5
District of Columbia 93,635 1,058 1.1 1,008 1.1 546 54.2 0.6
Florida 2,441,300 39,820 1.6 37,757 1.5 27,530 72.9 1.1
Georgia 1,283,830 32,228 2.5 27,189 2.1 18,318 67.4 1.4
Hawaii 131,295 1,850 1.4 1,702 1.3 1,325 77.8 1.0
Idaho 139,725 5,511 3.9 3,576 2.6 3,058 85.5 2.2
Illinois 1,659,750 25,180 1.5 22,030 1.3 13,987 63.5 0.8
Indiana 786,020 12,922 1.6 12,625 1.6 10,158 80.5 1.3
Iowa 289,280 6,412 2.2 4,011 1.4 3,916 97.6 1.4
Kansas 272,595 4,709 1.7 4,612 1.7 4,125 89.4 1.5
Kentucky 750,890 14,027 1.9 13,481 1.8 9,857 73.1 1.3
Louisiana 786,880 10,931 1.4 10,804 1.4 7,836 72.5 1.0
Maine 136,170 3,996 2.9 2,830 2.1 2,436 86.1 1.8
Maryland 617,715 8,622 1.4 8,241 1.3 5,448 66.1 0.9
Massachusetts 695,875 11,502 1.7 10,262 1.5 7,196 70.1 1.0
Michigan 1,182,970 19,829 1.7 14,453 1.2 9,936 68.7 0.8
Minnesota 423,115 10,711 2.5 7,685 1.8 6,312 82.1 1.5
Mississippi 537,920 11,695 2.2 11,062 2.1 6,528 59.0 1.2
Missouri 756,515 11,178 1.5 11,101 1.5 8,502 76.6 1.1
Montana 84,510 3,167 3.7 2,635 3.1 2,073 78.7 2.5
Nebraska 163,380 3,975 2.4 2,576 1.6 2,204 85.6 1.3
Nevada 296,905 5,307 1.8 5,231 1.8 3,778 72.2 1.3
New Hampshire 114,330 2,291 2.0 1,779 1.6 1,462 82.2 1.3
New Jersey 1,089,940 12,670 1.2 11,836 1.1 6,262 52.9 0.6
New Mexico 272,275 7,844 2.9 6,517 2.4 4,373 67.1 1.6
New York 2,851,185 45,725 1.6 44,333 1.6 25,140 56.7 0.9
North Carolina 1,297,505 22,812 1.8 12,601 1.0 12,251 97.2 0.9
North Dakota 70,005 1,737 2.5 1,180 1.7 974 82.5 1.4
Ohio 1,397,220 18,971 1.4 18,746 1.3 15,051 80.3 1.1
Oklahoma 482,350 10,111 2.1 9,974 2.1 7,056 70.7 1.5
Oregon 389,020 12,302 3.2 8,586 2.2 7,352 85.6 1.9
Pennsylvania 1,604,370 22,528 1.4 19,702 1.2 13,260 67.3 0.8
Rhode Island 163,870 3,111 1.9 1,713 1.0 1,192 69.6 0.7
South Carolina 681,590 6,952 1.0 6,308 0.9 4,364 69.2 0.6
South Dakota 81,935 2,499 3.0 1,749 2.1 1,420 81.2 1.7
Tennessee 988,235 14,653 1.5 14,424 1.5 10,673 74.0 1.1
Texas 3,571,240 60,430 1.7 51,872 1.5 34,515 66.5 1.0
Utah 185,575 6,588 3.6 6,174 3.3 4,903 79.4 2.6
Vermont 59,580 1,505 2.5 800 1.3 615 76.9 1.0
Virginia 942,620 17,843 1.9 17,143 1.8 11,488 67.0 1.2
Washington 569,705 20,596 3.6 14,218 2.5 11,651 81.9 2.0
West Virginia 329,530 5,052 1.5 4,921 1.5 3,594 73.0 1.1
Wisconsin 571,110 16,806 2.9 8,897 1.6 7,384 83.0 1.3
Wyoming 43,570 1,835 4.2 1,458 3.3 1,322 90.7 3.0
U.S. Subtotal 39,769,125 665,927 1.7 570,217 1.4 405,724 71.2 1.0

American Samoa 10,245 49 0.5 47 0.5 8 17.0 0.1
Guam 23,540 283 1.2 278 1.2 194 69.8 0.8
Marshall Islands NA6 3 --7 3 -- 0 0.0 --
Micronesia NA NA -- NA -- NA NA --
N. Mariana Islands 17,660 68 0.4 33 0.2 15 45.5 0.1
Palau NA 60 -- 29 -- 11 37.9 --
Puerto Rico 1,001,030 10,375 1.0 9,338 0.9 1,717 18.4 0.2
Virgin Islands 28,310 145 0.5 139 0.5 84 60.4 0.3
IAFAS Subtotal 1,080,785 10,983 1.0 9,867 0.9 2,029 20.6 0.2
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F O O T N O T E S :
1 Population totals for the United States and Insular Areas and Freely Associated States (IAFAS) include adults 16 years and older, 

without a high school diploma and not enrolled in an education program, based on 2000 U.S. Census data. Population totals for
Canadian jurisdictions include out-of-school adults 15 years and older, without a high school diploma and further training or degrees,
based on 2001 Canadian Census data, as reported by Statistics Canada.

2 Target Population Tested (%) is calculated by first dividing the number of persons who took the tests by the total population of adults
without a diploma, then multiplying that number by 100.

3 Completed Battery of Tests (%) is calculated by first dividing the number of persons who completed the battery of GED Tests by the total
population of adults without a diploma, then multiplying that number by 100.

4 Passed Tests (%) is the passing rate of persons who completed the GED battery by the end of 2004.

5 Target Population Passed Tests is calculated by first dividing the number of persons who passed the tests by the total population of
adults without a diploma, then multiplying that number by 100.

6 NA = Not available.

7 – = Not applicable or not possible to calculate.

8 International = Civilians of any nationality tested through Prometric, a division of Sylvan Learning, Thomson ITP. Previously, overseas 
testing was available only to U.S. and, later, Canadian civilians tested through specially established centers and/or U.S. embassies.
These data were reported in prior years as “U.S. Civilians Overseas” and, later, as “U.S. embassies.”

9 Overseas: Non-military = U.S. military family members and U.S. government personnel tested on U.S. military bases overseas.

10 Overseas: Military = U.S. military personnel tested on U.S. military bases overseas.

11 CONUS Military = U.S. military personnel tested on military bases within the continental Unites States. This category may include some
non-military personnel, such as dependent family members.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction

Population of

Adults Without

Diplomas1

(N)

Target

Population

Tested, 2004

(N)

Target

Population

Tested, 20042

(%) 

Completed 

Battery of

Tests, 2004

(N)

Completed 

Battery of

Tests, 20043

(%)

Passed 

Tests,

2004

(N) 

Passed

Tests,

20044

(%)

Target

Population

Passed Tests,

20045

(%)

Alberta 550,160 1,983 0.4 1,920 0.3 1,313 68.4 0.2

British Columbia 691,850 1,423 0.2 1,382 0.2 973 70.4 0.1

Manitoba 269,735 344 0.1 338 0.1 237 70.1 0.1

New Brunswick 183,440 1,208 0.7 1,167 0.6 642 55.0 0.3

Newfoundland 150,280 120 0.1 119 0.1 69 58.0 0.0

Northwest Territories 6,865 -- -- -- -- NA -- -- 

Nova Scotia 211,635 1,235 0.6 1,192 0.6 622 52.2 0.3

Nunavut 5,950 -- -- -- -- NA -- -- 

Ontario 2,098,740 4,086 0.2 4,023 0.2 2,831 70.4 0.1

Prince Edward Island 32,530 344 1.1 339 1.0 217 64.0 0.7

Quebec 1,582,480 -- -- -- -- NA -- -- 

Saskatchewan 237,395 1,543 0.6 1,455 0.6 775 53.3 0.3

Yukon Territory 3,920 27 0.7 27 0.7 15 55.6 0.4

Canada Subtotal 6,024,980 12,313 0.2 11,962 0.2 7,694 64.3 0.1

Federal Corr. Inst. NA 8,174 -- 7,952 -- 5,887 74.0 -- 

International8 NA 1,562 -- 1,345 -- 826 61.4 -- 

Michigan Prisons NA 4,468 -- 2,681 -- 1,867 69.6 -- 

Overseas: Non-Military9 NA NA -- -- -- NA NA -- 

Overseas: Military10 NA NA -- -- -- NA NA -- 

CONUS Military11 NA 935 -- 900 -- 738 82.0 -- 

VA Hospitals NA 3 -- 3 -- 1 33.3 -- 

Federal and Other    

Contracts Subtotal
NA 15,142 -- 12,881 -- 9,319 72.3 -- 

Program Total 46,874,890 704,365 1.5 604,927 1.3 424,766 70.2 0.9
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T A B L E  2 :  

Percentage of GED Candidates, by Age Group, and Average Age: 2004

Jurisdiction

Candidates 

with 

Known Age

(N)

Age Groups
1

Avg.

Age
216

(%)
17
(%)

18
(%)

19
(%)

20–24
(%)

25–29
(%)

30–34
(%)

35–39
(%)

40–49
(%)

50–59
(%)

60+
(%)

Alabama 12,528 5.2 16.5 21.7 12.3 21.9 8.9 5.4 3.1 3.4 1.2 0.5 22.8
Alaska 2,944 9.1 16.1 15.8 11.8 25.0 8.3 4.4 3.7 4.5 1.1 0.1 22.8
Arizona 15,118 5.2 10.4 10.7 8.2 27.6 14.0 8.5 6.2 6.7 1.9 0.5 25.6
Arkansas 7,487 9.6 18.8 14.6 7.9 20.3 10.9 6.1 4.2 5.4 1.6 0.5 23.8
California 48,397 0.1 7.8 16.1 9.7 24.6 12.9 9.8 7.7 8.6 2.3 0.5 26.6
Colorado 14,568 1.3 15.4 14.7 9.3 26.7 12.0 7.1 5.5 6.4 1.3 0.3 24.7
Connecticut 4,824 0.1 6.2 13.1 12.4 32.0 13.2 8.2 5.8 7.2 1.5 0.4 25.6
Delaware 491 1.2 7.9 13.8 11.8 33.8 14.3 6.7 4.7 4.3 1.2 0.2 24.5
District of Columbia 1,051 2.1 6.6 14.6 12.3 35.3 10.6 5.9 3.9 5.7 3.0 0.1 24.9
Florida 39,815 5.6 14.8 21.0 11.0 23.3 8.8 5.4 3.8 4.5 1.4 0.4 23.3
Georgia 32,209 3.6 8.8 16.7 12.6 28.4 11.7 6.6 4.3 4.8 2.0 0.5 24.4
Hawaii 1,844 8.9 18.4 17.4 9.7 20.2 9.6 6.8 3.5 4.3 1.1 0.1 23.0
Idaho 5,505 9.1 17.1 13.0 8.9 21.5 11.7 6.1 4.5 6.2 1.6 0.4 24.1
Illinois 25,140 1.9 7.8 13.9 13.0 29.2 12.7 8.0 4.8 6.3 2.1 0.3 25.2
Indiana 12,911 0.1 15.8 19.1 10.4 25.5 11.5 6.7 3.9 5.1 1.5 0.5 24.2
Iowa 6,412 2.0 12.3 11.7 11.0 31.5 13.6 6.9 4.0 5.3 1.3 0.4 24.5
Kansas 4,696 6.4 15.7 16.1 11.2 27.1 9.8 5.4 3.6 3.4 1.1 0.1 22.9
Kentucky 13,924 2.9 10.1 11.5 11.8 29.0 13.8 7.7 4.6 6.0 2.3 0.3 25.1
Louisiana 10,872 5.8 18.9 15.0 11.8 23.4 10.9 6.2 2.9 3.8 1.2 0.2 23.0
Maine 3,758 0.1 13.2 21.2 13.3 29.0 8.5 4.4 3.8 4.4 1.9 0.3 23.5
Maryland 8,564 6.4 15.6 14.7 10.4 24.6 9.6 6.7 4.5 5.2 1.7 0.6 24.1
Massachusetts 11,395 4.3 13.1 17.2 13.2 26.1 9.1 5.8 4.6 5.1 1.5 0.1 23.7
Michigan 19,713 1.5 7.1 17.2 14.2 30.9 12.4 7.0 3.8 4.4 1.3 0.2 24.1
Minnesota 10,616 1.3 5.8 10.8 13.8 35.8 13.7 7.0 4.8 5.6 1.2 0.2 24.8
Mississippi 11,641 5.7 15.1 17.2 12.5 24.9 10.3 5.5 3.4 3.8 1.4 0.1 23.1
Missouri 11,080 5.5 13.1 16.3 8.8 25.2 12.3 6.7 4.3 6.0 1.7 0.1 24.3
Montana 3,153 5.1 21.3 16.3 10.8 25.3 8.7 4.8 2.9 3.9 0.7 0.1 22.5
Nebraska 3,967 3.5 11.1 16.3 11.1 32.0 12.3 5.8 3.2 3.5 1.2 0.2 23.4
Nevada 5,273 3.6 16.2 17.4 10.1 23.9 10.0 7.2 4.9 5.3 1.5 0.1 23.9
New Hampshire 2,255 3.5 9.2 17.3 12.2 29.9 10.6 6.3 4.0 5.3 1.2 0.5 24.1
New Jersey 12,664 2.9 8.7 11.4 8.7 26.5 14.2 10.0 6.6 7.8 2.4 0.6 26.5
New Mexico 7,798 7.0 16.3 16.4 10.4 24.6 10.6 5.6 3.5 4.3 1.3 0.1 23.1
New York 45,339 1.3 10.1 13.6 13.4 28.8 11.1 7.1 5.6 6.6 1.9 0.5 25.2
North Carolina 22,521 4.7 10.0 10.4 8.2 25.6 13.3 8.8 5.9 8.2 3.8 1.0 26.8
North Dakota 1,731 4.6 14.8 15.3 13.2 28.4 10.7 4.5 2.7 4.3 1.3 0.2 23.1
Ohio 18,964 1.6 5.9 10.3 12.0 32.9 15.0 8.3 5.1 6.2 2.2 0.5 25.8
Oklahoma 10,077 5.3 12.0 13.2 9.5 26.0 13.1 8.1 4.6 6.2 1.6 0.2 24.7
Oregon 12,301 8.3 15.7 14.1 9.1 22.7 10.2 6.9 5.0 6.4 1.5 0.3 24.2
Pennsylvania 22,501 2.0 8.5 17.3 11.6 28.2 11.8 7.4 5.0 5.9 1.8 0.4 24.9
Rhode Island 3,055 1.1 11.4 16.3 12.3 28.1 9.9 6.9 5.3 6.3 2.0 0.4 24.9
South Carolina 6,945 2.9 15.4 14.6 12.6 26.5 11.0 6.5 3.9 4.4 2.0 0.2 23.9
South Dakota 2,495 4.6 12.9 12.2 11.6 31.3 10.8 5.0 4.0 5.8 1.5 0.4 24.1
Tennessee 14,622 0.0 20.9 16.4 9.4 23.1 11.3 7.2 4.1 5.1 2.1 0.3 24.2
Texas 59,666 3.6 13.4 13.1 9.3 25.2 12.5 8.0 5.5 6.9 2.1 0.4 25.3
Utah 6,588 0.1 10.5 20.6 13.9 29.2 10.9 5.6 4.1 4.3 0.7 0.1 23.4
Vermont 1,505 12.9 17.8 15.9 11.6 23.7 6.7 4.0 2.8 2.9 1.6 0.1 22.1
Virginia 17,756 5.8 16.1 17.4 9.6 21.6 10.1 6.4 4.9 5.8 2.1 0.2 24.1
Washington 20,163 5.0 12.7 12.0 10.4 27.6 11.7 7.3 5.3 6.4 1.3 0.3 24.7
West Virginia 5,040 3.4 13.7 16.6 11.5 25.6 11.2 6.8 4.0 5.4 1.7 0.2 24.1
Wisconsin 16,666 0.0 9.7 14.7 10.0 29.5 14.1 8.6 5.5 6.2 1.6 0.1 25.3
Wyoming 1,834 2.9 13.6 16.8 12.2 29.6 9.3 5.5 3.3 5.1 1.4 0.3 23.6
U.S. Subtotal 662,382 3.3 11.9 15.1 10.9 26.6 11.8 7.3 4.9 5.9 1.8 0.4 24.7

American Samoa 49 2.0 12.2 30.6 16.3 24.5 4.1 2.0 4.1 2.0 2.0 0.0 22.1
Guam 281 1.1 8.5 10.0 7.8 35.2 18.5 12.5 5.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 24.4
Marshall Islands 3 0.0 33.3 0.0 33.3 0.0 33.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.4
Micronesia NA3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 67 7.5 1.5 4.5 11.9 25.4 29.9 11.9 3.0 4.5 0.0 0.0 25.4
Palau 60 0.0 0.0 3.3 5.0 41.7 15.0 13.3 6.7 13.3 1.7 0.0 28.7
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 145 4.1 9.0 14.5 9.0 31.0 8.3 6.2 6.9 7.6 3.4 0.0 25.8

IAFAS Subtotal 605 2.5 7.4 11.4 9.1 32.7 15.9 10.1 5.3 4.5 1.2 0.0 25.1
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Jurisdiction

Candidates

with 

Known Age 

(N)

Age Groups
1

Avg. 

Age
216

(%)
17
(%)

18
(%)

19
(%)

20–24
(%)

25–29
(%)

30–34 
(%)

35–39
(%)

40–49
(%)

50–59
(%)

60+
(%)

Alberta 1,974 0.0 0.0 3.2 5.4 30.6 18.5 12.8 9.5 15.7 4.2 0.2 30.5

British Columbia 1,367 0.0 0.1 0.4 7.5 28.4 19.5 14.2 11.0 15.5 3.3 0.1 30.6

Manitoba 344 0.0 0.3 1.5 9.0 29.9 14.8 7.8 11.9 20.9 3.5 0.3 31.2

New Brunswick 1,205 0.0 0.0 0.2 13.0 29.4 11.6 9.7 10.3 19.6 5.9 0.2 31.2

Newfoundland 81 0.0 0.0 0.0 21.0 35.8 7.4 7.4 8.6 16.0 3.7 0.0 28.6

Northwest Territories NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Nova Scotia 1,224 0.0 0.0 0.3 7.8 32.6 13.7 11.7 8.1 20.7 5.0 0.2 31.3

Nunavut NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Ontario 4,085 0.0 0.0 0.3 10.9 34.9 14.8 11.4 8.4 14.5 4.2 0.6 29.8

Prince Edward Island 344 0.3 0.6 8.1 8.4 20.9 10.8 11.0 11.3 22.4 6.1 0.0 31.8

Quebec NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Saskatchewan 1,542 0.0 0.3 2.7 6.7 28.7 20.0 12.3 10.6 14.2 4.2 0.3 30.4

Yukon Territory 27 3.7 3.7 7.4 18.5 37.0 14.8 3.7 11.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 24.0

Canada Subtotal 12,193 0.0 0.1 1.3 8.9 31.4 16.0 11.8 9.5 16.3 4.4 0.3 30.5

Federal Corr. Inst. 8,105 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.9 18.9 26.8 22.0 13.1 14.6 3.4 0.3 32.4

International 383 10.7 25.3 24.3 11.5 14.9 5.0 3.7 1.8 1.8 1.0 0.0 20.8

Michigan Prisons 4,453 0.0 0.2 1.0 2.8 27.9 20.3 15.1 12.4 15.6 4.3 0.4 31.6

Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

CONUS Military 932 0.9 4.5 13.9 15.3 44.6 11.6 4.2 2.9 1.7 0.3 0.0 22.9

VA Hospitals 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 47.5

Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
13,875 0.4 1.1 2.0 2.8 23.4 23.1 18.1 11.8 13.7 3.4 0.3 31.2

Program Total 689,055 3.2 11.5 14.6 10.7 26.6 12.1 7.6 5.2 6.3 1.9 0.4 25.0

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percentage of each age group is calculated by first dividing the total number of persons in that age group by the total number of 

persons in the jurisdiction for whom age was calculated using their date of birth, then multiplying that number by 100. People who did
not report their age were excluded from this calculation

2 People who did not report their age were excluded from this calculation.

3 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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Jurisdiction
Candidates with Known Gender 

(N)

Tested, by Gender
1

Male
(%)

Female
(%)

Alabama 12,415 52.2 47.8
Alaska 2,928 57.7 42.3
Arizona 14,990 55.8 44.2
Arkansas 7,468 58.4 41.6
California 48,051 56.0 44.0
Colorado 14,567 56.7 43.3
Connecticut 4,824 56.0 44.0
Delaware 486 65.6 34.4
District of Columbia 1,022 50.4 49.6
Florida 39,810 53.7 46.3
Georgia 32,113 51.8 48.2
Hawaii 1,832 55.9 44.1
Idaho 5,469 56.7 43.3
Illinois 24,621 53.7 46.3
Indiana 12,662 58.4 41.6
Iowa 6,410 55.1 44.9
Kansas 4,658 58.6 41.4
Kentucky 13,918 58.3 41.7
Louisiana 10,779 58.0 42.0
Maine 3,676 57.2 42.8
Maryland 8,472 60.1 39.9
Massachusetts 11,293 51.8 48.2
Michigan 19,476 57.7 42.3
Minnesota 10,425 61.8 38.2
Mississippi 11,633 54.9 45.1
Missouri 10,816 56.5 43.5
Montana 3,125 56.8 43.2
Nebraska 3,974 54.4 45.6
Nevada 5,244 57.2 42.8
New Hampshire 1,275 55.0 45.0
New Jersey 12,582 49.0 51.0
New Mexico 7,730 52.5 47.5
New York 44,899 51.6 48.4
North Carolina 22,437 53.7 46.3
North Dakota 1,706 55.7 44.3
Ohio 4,880 60.8 39.2
Oklahoma 10,053 52.2 47.8
Oregon 12,301 57.6 42.4
Pennsylvania 22,390 54.6 45.4
Rhode Island 846 54.7 45.3
South Carolina 5,345 57.1 42.9
South Dakota 2,487 57.6 42.4
Tennessee 14,490 53.2 46.8
Texas 59,307 54.0 46.0
Utah 6,586 59.6 40.4
Vermont 1,498 52.4 47.6
Virginia 17,691 56.3 43.7
Washington 19,897 55.3 44.7
West Virginia 5,000 54.5 45.5
Wisconsin 16,523 62.9 37.1
Wyoming 1,821 55.4 44.6
U.S. Subtotal 638,901 55.1 44.9

American Samoa 48 50.0 50.0
Guam 282 57.1 42.9
Marshall Islands 3 33.3 66.7
Micronesia NA2 NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 61 57.4 42.6
Palau 60 78.3 21.7
Puerto Rico NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 135 47.4 52.6
IAFAS Subtotal 589 56.4 43.6

T A B L E  3 :

Percentage of GED Candidates, by Gender: 2004
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Jurisdiction
Candidates with Known Gender

(N)

Tested, by Gender
1

Male
(%)

Female
(%)

Alberta 17 76.5 23.5
British Columbia 1,365 54.9 45.1
Manitoba 338 64.8 35.2
New Brunswick 1,202 55.8 44.2
Newfoundland 81 64.2 35.8
Northwest Territories NA NA NA
Nova Scotia 1,233 51.9 48.1
Nunavut NA NA NA
Ontario 4,086 57.1 42.9
Prince Edward Island 344 56.4 43.6
Quebec NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 1,543 51.8 48.2
Yukon Territory 27 51.9 48.1
Canada Subtotal 10,236 55.5 44.5

Federal Corr. Inst. 8,032 88.9 11.1
International 326 56.4 43.6
Michigan Prisons 3,929 92.8 7.2
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA
CONUS Military 919 72.3 27.7
VA Hospitals 3 100.0 0.0

Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
13,209 88.1 11.9

Program Total 662,935 55.8 44.2

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percentage of each gender is calculated by first dividing the total number of candidates of that gender by the total number of candi-

dates in the jurisdiction for whom a gender was known, then multiplying that number by 100. People who did not report their gender
were excluded from this calculation.

2 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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T A B L E  4 :

Percentage of GED Candidates, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004

Jurisdiction1

Candidates 

With Known

Race/Ethnicity 

(N)

Race/Ethnicity
2

Hispanic 
Origin

(%)

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

(%)

Asian
(%)

African 
American

(%)

Pacific Islander/
Hawaiian

(%)

White
(%)

Alabama 12,259 1.5 1.0 0.5 34.2 0.2 62.6
Alaska 2,695 5.3 31.3 2.7 4.8 1.8 54.1
Arizona 13,904 34.8 8.7 0.8 6.3 0.6 48.7
Arkansas 7,432 3.7 1.7 0.6 16.5 0.1 77.4
California 45,973 46.7 1.9 5.7 12.1 2.2 31.5
Colorado 14,550 34.4 2.9 1.6 9.6 0.6 50.8
Connecticut 4,824 23.7 0.7 1.3 26.9 0.2 47.2
Delaware 480 4.2 0.8 0.8 31.3 0.4 62.5
District of Columbia 977 11.5 0.3 1.2 82.8 0.1 4.1
Florida 39,802 16.5 0.8 1.2 23.7 0.5 57.3
Georgia 29,165 4.7 0.5 1.1 41.4 0.1 52.2
Hawaii 1,772 8.2 1.3 22.6 4.0 36.1 27.9
Idaho 4,934 13.6 4.1 0.9 1.2 0.3 79.9
Illinois 23,158 21.5 0.5 1.2 30.2 0.2 46.5
Indiana 12,432 4.0 0.8 0.5 18.3 0.1 76.3
Iowa 6,401 6.6 1.7 1.1 11.2 0.1 79.3
Kansas 4,439 12.6 2.7 1.7 10.9 0.4 71.6
Kentucky 13,724 2.9 0.7 0.3 17.7 0.1 78.2
Louisiana 10,560 2.2 1.4 0.8 33.5 0.1 62.1
Maine 3,631 3.6 2.6 1.3 3.6 0.2 88.7
Maryland 8,045 4.6 0.9 1.8 48.6 0.4 43.8
Massachusetts 10,031 21.1 0.8 3.1 19.4 0.2 55.4
Michigan 18,754 6.5 2.1 1.0 30.3 0.1 60.0
Minnesota 8,445 7.5 7.4 3.6 18.3 0.3 62.9
Mississippi 11,488 1.2 1.2 0.6 44.1 0.2 52.8
Missouri 9,890 2.9 1.5 0.7 18.2 0.3 76.4
Montana 2,905 5.5 20.8 0.6 1.4 0.7 71.1
Nebraska 3,769 12.0 4.8 1.0 14.6 0.2 67.4
Nevada 4,816 23.3 3.2 2.6 11.3 2.5 57.2
New Hampshire 1,128 4.6 1.6 1.1 3.5 0.3 88.9
New Jersey 11,886 29.8 0.6 2.1 34.6 0.2 32.7
New Mexico 7,090 51.7 12.1 0.8 2.9 0.3 32.1
New York NA3 NA NA NA NA NA NA
North Carolina 21,121 7.0 1.8 0.9 32.3 0.2 57.9
North Dakota 1,567 4.0 28.2 0.4 3.4 0.4 63.6
Ohio 353 4.8 0.3 0.8 30.9 0.3 62.9
Oklahoma 9,702 7.6 15.8 0.8 12.1 0.4 63.3
Oregon 10,732 11.7 4.7 1.5 5.6 1.0 75.6
Pennsylvania 21,572 10.3 0.6 1.5 30.0 0.2 57.3
Rhode Island 792 31.7 2.5 2.5 10.2 0.3 52.8
South Carolina 5,284 2.3 0.9 0.5 33.4 0.2 62.6
South Dakota 2,442 4.5 27.1 0.9 4.5 0.6 62.4
Tennessee 14,187 2.7 0.6 0.6 21.0 0.2 74.9
Texas 56,419 45.8 0.7 1.1 15.8 0.2 36.3
Utah 6,563 15.0 2.9 1.2 3.7 1.3 76.0
Vermont 1,478 14.6 1.3 0.7 5.9 0.3 77.2
Virginia 17,281 5.5 0.7 1.8 34.3 0.4 57.4
Washington 19,156 13.7 6.8 3.2 9.8 2.0 64.5
West Virginia 4,947 1.7 0.7 0.3 12.5 0.1 84.8
Wisconsin 14,931 9.7 4.0 1.7 25.5 0.2 58.9
Wyoming 1,751 12.2 10.1 0.5 1.9 0.2 75.1
U.S. Subtotal 561,637 18.1 2.7 1.7 21.5 0.6 55.3
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F O O T N O T E S :
1 Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

2 Percentage of each racial/ethnic group is calculated by first dividing the total number of candidates of that racial/ethnic group by the
total number of candidates in the jurisdiction for whom a racial/ethnic group was known, then multiplying that number by 100. People
who did not report their racial/ethnic group were excluded from this calculation.

3 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction1

Candidates 

With Known

Race/Ethnicity

(N)

Race/Ethnicity2

Hispanic 
Origin

(%)

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

(%)

Asian
(%)

African 
American

(%)

Pacific Islander/
Hawaiian

(%)

White
(%)

American Samoa 38 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.6 89.5 7.9
Guam 280 1.1 0.4 21.1 2.5 72.5 2.5
Marshall Islands 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Micronesia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 62 3.2 1.6 16.1 0.0 74.2 4.8
Palau 58 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 137 16.1 0.0 0.0 78.1 0.0 5.8
IAFAS Subtotal 577 4.7 0.3 12.0 19.9 59.4 3.6

Federal Corr. Inst. 7,718 28.4 3.0 0.9 40.9 0.5 26.2
International 316 2.8 0.3 0.0 81.3 0.9 14.6
Michigan Prisons 3,780 5.2 1.5 0.6 56.9 0.0 35.9
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 893 13.1 1.5 4.1 15.0 1.2 65.1
VA Hospitals 3 0.0 0.0 0.0 66.7 0.0 33.3

Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
12,710 19.8 2.4 1.0 44.9 0.4 31.5

Program Total 574,924 18.2 2.7 1.7 22.0 0.7 54.7
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T A B L E  5 :

Percentage of GED Candidates, by Grade Completed, and Average Grade Completed: 2004

Jurisdiction1

Candidates with

Known Grade

Completed 

(N)

Percentage of Candidates Who Completed Grade
2

Average

Grade

Completed
3None–5th

(%)
6th
(%)

7th
(%)

8th
(%)

9th
(%)

10th
(%)

11th
(%)

12th
(%)

Alabama 11,917 0.2 0.5 1.8 8.8 19.0 27.3 32.0 10.4 10.1

Alaska 2,625 0.3 0.7 1.3 8.2 21.8 32.5 31.6 3.7 9.9

Arizona 13,309 0.7 1.0 1.2 9.8 18.4 28.0 36.1 4.8 9.9

Arkansas 7,319 0.2 0.6 1.6 8.6 19.8 30.2 34.3 4.6 10.0

California 41,841 1.0 1.5 0.9 4.0 12.3 24.5 47.4 8.4 10.3

Colorado 14,153 0.6 1.0 1.2 8.7 19.0 31.9 33.4 4.2 9.9

Connecticut 4,800 0.2 0.6 0.7 7.9 21.9 31.9 33.0 4.0 10.0

Delaware 463 0.4 0.0 0.9 11.2 27.9 30.9 24.4 4.3 9.8

District of Columbia 975 0.6 0.0 1.4 5.5 20.1 31.6 34.8 5.9 10.1

Florida 38,864 0.3 0.5 1.2 8.2 19.0 28.4 33.1 9.3 10.1

Georgia 25,806 0.1 0.2 0.4 1.3 9.9 22.3 32.1 33.8 10.8

Hawaii 1,763 0.8 0.5 0.5 6.0 17.1 28.9 41.5 4.7 10.1

Idaho 4,886 1.2 1.1 1.6 9.6 21.1 29.9 30.4 5.0 9.8

Illinois 19,678 0.6 1.4 0.9 8.0 17.7 29.8 36.5 5.1 10.0

Indiana 12,343 0.2 0.4 1.0 8.9 19.0 32.0 34.4 4.0 10.0

Iowa 6,283 0.4 0.4 1.0 8.6 18.7 32.5 35.9 2.5 10.0

Kansas 4,379 0.2 0.4 0.9 8.1 19.7 31.3 35.1 4.3 10.0

Kentucky 13,517 0.2 0.3 1.7 11.2 22.3 29.7 31.9 2.7 9.9

Louisiana 10,451 0.3 0.9 3.5 13.0 23.5 28.1 27.0 3.8 9.7

Maine 3,504 0.3 0.3 0.8 12.1 19.5 31.8 31.8 3.5 9.9

Maryland 8,003 0.2 0.4 1.4 10.6 22.5 31.6 29.6 3.7 9.9

Massachusetts 9,899 0.6 0.5 1.2 10.0 21.1 30.3 31.3 5.1 9.9

Michigan 18,623 0.3 0.3 1.0 7.6 18.5 32.3 36.7 3.3 10.0

Minnesota 8,253 0.3 0.4 0.7 4.6 13.2 29.5 45.2 6.1 10.3

Mississippi 11,258 0.3 0.8 3.2 12.6 23.1 29.2 26.3 4.5 9.7

Missouri 9,681 0.3 0.5 1.1 8.1 19.2 33.4 33.4 4.0 10.0

Montana 2,857 0.4 0.4 1.2 10.8 20.1 31.1 31.1 4.9 9.9

Nebraska 3,670 0.2 0.6 0.7 7.4 18.9 31.4 35.5 5.1 10.1

Nevada 4,686 0.4 0.4 0.7 5.9 14.9 29.6 41.6 6.5 10.2

New Hampshire 1,128 0.4 0.0 1.1 9.2 18.8 30.5 36.3 3.8 10.0

New Jersey 11,065 0.4 0.5 1.1 7.8 18.3 31.6 33.9 6.3 10.0

New Mexico 6,932 0.4 0.7 1.1 8.1 20.3 31.0 32.7 5.6 10.0

New York 17,659 0.7 0.5 0.9 6.5 18.1 29.6 34.8 9.0 10.1

North Carolina 21,086 0.7 1.8 13.1 25.3 31.0 24.2 2.6 1.2 8.7

North Dakota 1,550 0.1 0.3 1.0 11.4 23.2 29.3 32.2 2.6 9.9

Ohio 18,958 1.0 0.4 1.0 8.4 19.1 29.1 36.3 4.8 10.0

Oklahoma 9,565 0.4 1.1 1.8 10.1 21.6 29.5 32.1 3.5 9.8

Oregon 10,680 0.9 1.0 1.2 8.3 18.6 30.6 34.5 4.9 9.9

Pennsylvania 21,265 0.2 0.4 0.9 7.5 19.7 31.7 35.7 3.9 10.0

Rhode Island 790 1.6 1.0 1.8 9.4 22.7 27.7 29.6 6.2 9.8

South Carolina 5,218 0.2 0.3 1.1 9.9 23.7 32.1 28.7 4.1 9.9

South Dakota 2,408 0.2 0.3 1.3 11.6 22.3 31.3 31.1 2.0 9.8

Tennessee 13,922 0.2 0.3 1.0 6.7 17.1 32.4 38.4 4.0 10.1

Texas 54,576 0.8 1.7 1.8 11.3 23.0 27.5 28.7 5.2 9.8

Utah 3,521 0.7 0.6 0.8 3.7 13.2 25.4 43.9 11.7 10.4

Vermont 738 0.4 0.0 0.3 1.5 10.0 22.9 32.8 32.1 10.8

Virginia 17,191 0.3 0.6 1.7 10.1 21.5 30.8 31.9 3.1 9.9

Washington 17,340 0.2 0.4 1.3 1.6 7.6 18.9 31.2 38.9 10.9

West Virginia 4,887 0.1 0.6 1.8 11.2 23.3 29.4 30.0 3.5 9.8

Wisconsin 14,619 0.3 0.6 0.8 6.0 16.7 30.9 42.1 2.7 10.1

Wyoming 1,649 0.0 0.2 0.6 1.6 7.0 19.2 32.7 38.8 11.0

U.S. Subtotal 572,553 0.5 0.8 1.7 8.6 18.8 28.6 33.4 7.7 10.0



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
2

0
0

4

31

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

2 Percentage of each grade level is calculated by first dividing the total number of persons who had completed that grade level by the
total number of persons tested in the jurisdiction who reported their grade level completed, then multiplying that number by 100.
People who did not report their highest grade completed were excluded from this calculation.

3 People who did not report their highest grade completed were excluded from this calculation.

4 NA = Not available.

Jurisdiction1

Candidates with

Known Grade

Completed 

(N)

Percentage of Candidates Who Completed Grade
2

Average

Grade

Completed
3None–5th

(%)
6th
(%)

7th
(%)

8th
(%)

9th
(%)

10th
(%)

11th
(%)

12th
(%)

American Samoa 48 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.1 10.4 16.7 56.3 14.6 10.7
Guam 277 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 10.5 30.0 49.8 5.8 10.4
Marshall Islands 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.0 50.0 0.0 10.5
Micronesia NA4 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 61 0.0 1.6 3.3 8.2 16.4 34.4 27.9 8.2 10.0
Palau 55 1.8 0.0 1.8 3.6 23.6 32.7 32.7 3.6 9.9
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 123 0.8 0.8 1.6 12.2 11.4 19.5 31.7 22.0 10.2
IAFAS Subtotal 566 0.4 0.4 0.9 6.0 12.5 27.4 42.4 10.1 10.3

Federal Corr. Inst. 7,407 1.2 2.2 3.1 12.4 21.7 26.3 28.4 4.7 9.6
International 240 1.3 0.0 1.3 2.1 7.5 13.8 42.5 31.7 10.8
Michigan Prisons 3,696 0.5 1.2 2.2 11.0 21.9 30.1 28.4 4.7 9.8
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 856 0.5 0.0 0.6 2.1 10.6 23.5 51.1 11.7 10.5
VA Hospitals 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 10.0
Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
12,200 1.0 1.7 2.6 11.1 20.7 27.0 30.2 5.7 9.8

Program Total 585,319 0.5 0.8 1.7 8.6 18.9 28.6 33.3 7.6 10.0
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Section II presents a series of analyses for the 

candidates who passed the GED Test Battery in 2004.

Separate analyses were conducted for the U.S. and

Canadian passers. Following the analyses of pass

rates, demographic analyses address this report’s 

primary focus by describing the passers. Test score

summaries then describe the passers’ test perform-

ance levels. Test performance of candidates who 

completed the battery of tests is presented first, 

followed by test performance for those who passed.

33

Who Completed and Who Passed the GED Tests?

G E D  S TA N D A R D  S C O R E  D I S T R I B U T I O N S  A N D
S TAT I S T I C S  F O R  C O M P L E T E R S :  2 0 0 4

Among all candidates who completed the GED Tests in
2004, the overall mean standard score was 507, and the pass
rate was 71 percent (Exhibit 10).The mean and median
scores for completers followed the same pattern for all con-
tent areas as the scores for all candidates.The Mathematics
Test mean score of 469, median score of 460, and pass rate
of 80.2 percent, indicated that this was the most difficult

area of the test battery. Completers scored highest on the
Language Arts, Reading Test, as indicated by a mean score of
547 and a pass rate of 96.3 percent. Mean scores on the
Science Test and Social Studies Test were above 500.The pass
rates were 93.6 percent in Science and 94.6 percent in
Social Studies respectively, both of which exceeded the
Language Arts,Writing Test pass rate of 87.2 percent.

Content Area2

Standard Score Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 460 477 94 87.2

Social Studies 520 523 86 94.6

Science 520 518 83 93.6

Language Arts, Reading 520 547 105 96.3

Mathematics 460 469 85 80.2

Overall3 498 507 75 71.0

1
This exhibit does not include scores for candidates in Puerto Rico or candidates tested by Prometric.

2
Test Area statistics are based on the number of people who completed all tests by the end of 2004. Some completers began testing as 
early as 2002.

3
Overall median, mean, and standard deviation are based on the number of people who had a score for all five tests in 2004.
Overall pass rate is the number of people who passed all five tests by the end of 2004 divided by the number of people who completed all
five tests by the end of 2004.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 594,571.

W H O  C O M P L E T E D  T H E  G E D T E S T S ?

E X H I B I T  1 0 :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All GED Completers1: 2004

S E C T I O N  I I
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and Social Studies Test (523) also exceeded 500.The pass
rates on the Language Arts, Reading Test, Social Studies Test,
and the Science Test ranged from 93.6 percent to 96.4 per-
cent.The pass rate for the Language Arts,Writing Test was 
87.2 percent.

For U.S. completers, the overall mean standard score was
506, and the overall pass rate was 71.2 percent (Exhibit
10A).The Mathematics Test mean score of 469 and pass 
rate of 80.3 percent were the lowest of all five tests.The
Language Arts, Reading Test mean score (547) was the 
highest, while the mean scores on the Science Test (517) 

E X H I B I T  1 0 A :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All U.S. Completers: 2004

1
Test Area statistics are based on the number of people who completed all tests by the end of 2004. Some completers began testing as 
early as 2002.

2
Overall median, mean, and standard deviation are based on the number of people who had a score for all five tests in 2004.
Overall pass rate is the number of people who passed all five tests by the end of 2004 divided by the number of people who completed all
five tests by the end of 2004.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 570,217.

Content Area1

Standard Score Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 460 476 94 87.2

Social Studies 520 523 86 94.8

Science 520 517 82 93.6

Language Arts, Reading 520 547 105 96.4

Mathematics 460 469 85 80.3

Overall2 498 506 75 71.2
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The overall pass rate was 64.3 percent for Canadians who
completed the GED Tests by the end of 2004 (Exhibit 10B).
This corresponded to an overall mean score of 538. For 
content areas, the mean standard scores for all Canadian
completers ranged from a low of 502 on the Mathematics
Test to a high of 571 on the Language Arts, Reading Test.

The mean scores on all other tests were greater than 
525. Pass rates for each individual content area, except
Mathematics (73.2 percent), exceeded 80 percent and 
ranged from 83.6 percent on Language Arts,Writing to 
91.8 percent on Science.

35

E X H I B I T  1 0 B :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All Canadian Completers: 2004

1
Test Area statistics are based on the number of people who completed all tests by the end of 2004. Some completers began testing as 
early as 2002.

2
Overall median, mean, and standard deviation are based on the number of people who had a score for all five tests in 2004.
Overall pass rate is the number of people who passed all five tests by the end of 2004 divided by the number of people who completed all
five tests by the end of 2004.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 11,962.

Content Area1

Standard Score Pass 

Rate

(%)Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 530 529 106 83.6

Social Studies 530 529 89 84.8

Science 550 560 91 91.8

Language Arts, Reading 560 571 111 89.5

Mathematics 500 502 93 73.2

Overall2 538 538 81 64.3
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Language Arts, Reading and Social Studies had the highest
percentage scoring above 600.At the other end of the 
distribution, more than 60 percent of the completers scored
below 500 in Language Arts,Writing.

The standard score range distributions for all completers in
Exhibit 11 support the patterns that emerged from the 
statistics presented in Exhibit 10. Mathematics had the fewest
percentage of candidates scoring above 600, whereas
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  Score ranges are not equal. Red bar combines all scores below passing.1

E X H I B I T  11 :  

Score Distribution for All Completers in the GED Testing Program, by Content Area: 2004
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W H O  P A S S E D  T H E  G E D  T E S T S ?

Among all candidates who passed the GED Tests Battery, the
overall mean score was 537.As shown in Exhibit 12, the
mean score for all content areas was more than 500, and
Mathematics (501) and Language Arts,Writing (507) had the

lowest mean scores. Language Arts, Reading (579) had 
the highest mean score, as well as a much higher standard
deviation (99) than the other tests.

37

E X H I B I T  1 2 :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All GED Passers: 2004

1
Statistics are based on each candidate’s best score earned by the end of 2004 for each area tested.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 422,396.

Content Area1

Standard Score

Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 490 507 77

Social Studies 540 551 78

Science 540 547 73

Language Arts, Reading 570 579 99

Mathematics 490 501 74

Overall 526 537 62
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scored above 700 on Language Arts, Reading, and almost 
5 percent achieved a perfect score of 800.

Score distributions for all five tests are shown in Exhibit 13.
More than half of the candidates scored below 500 on
Language Arts,Writing and Mathematics. Fifteen percent

E X H I B I T  1 3 :  

Score Distribution for All GED Passers, by Content Area: 2004
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W H O  P A S S E D  T H E  G E D  T E S T S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D
S T A T E S ?

The 2004 pass rate in the United States was 71.2 percent.
This section presents pass rates by state, as well as demo-
graphic analyses for passers who provided that information.
In addition, test score summaries and distributions are pre-
sented for passers for each content area.

Exhibit 14 shows the overall 10-year trend in the number of
candidates, completers, and passers from 1995 through 2004.
The year 2004 was the third year for the 2002 Series GED
Tests.The number of adults taking the GED Tests increased
by 1.3 percent (or 8,688 test takers) from 2003 to 2004, but
this number is still below all reported levels of candidates
tested from 1995 through 2001.

The number of U.S. completers increased by 3.2 percent
from 2003 to 2004.At the same time, the number of passers
increased by 4.7 percent.The 10-year trends for completers

and passers were similar to the trend for the number of 
candidates who tested. (For detailed information on changes
from 2003 to 2004, see Table 6, pages 58–59.) It should be
noted that, to some extent, figures for the 1988 series might
be inflated because of the data collection procedures. Prior
to 2002, jurisdiction administrators reported summary statis-
tics to the GED Testing Service.This methodology may have
produced multiple counts of candidates who tested in more
than one jurisdiction.With the switch to electronic scoring
in 2002, each candidate is represented only once, regardless
of the number of jurisdictions in which they took the tests.

The U.S. candidate pass rate of 71.2 percent is higher than
the pass rate of U.S. high school seniors (60.0 percent), who
set the passing standard (see Minimum GED Score
Standards, page 2).

E X H I B I T  1 4 :  

Trends in the Number of U.S. GED Candidates Who Tested, Completed, and Passed the GED Tests: 1995–2004

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

'04'03'02'01'00'99'98'97'96'95

Year

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
C

an
d

id
at

es

Tested   Passed

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

786,672
823,892

784,671 775,761 809,238 811,200

1,062,406

557,364

492,595
514,609

467,123 476,007 490,544

484,187

650,574

329,515

Completed Battery

681,638
715,932 680,999 672,997

701,934 699,368

927,474

467,332

657,239

552,396

387,470

665,927

570,217

405,724



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
I

2
0

0
4

obtain a GED credential.Alaska,Wyoming, and Utah had
the highest percentage of their potential GED population
pass the GED Tests. Montana, Idaho, and Colorado had the
next highest percentages, with approximately 2 percent of
their potential GED population passing the tests. But, as
with the total number tested, even in the most successful
state, less than 5 percent of adults without a high school
diploma passed the GED Tests.

For additional information see Table 1, pages 22–23.

S E R V I N G  T H E  TA R G E T  P O P U L AT I O N :  G E D
P A S S E R S

In 2004, only one in 100 U.S. adults without a high school
diploma passed the GED Tests and earned their jurisdictions’
high school diploma.

Exhibit 15 shows the percentage of adults without a high
school diploma (as estimated with data from the 2000 U.S.
Census) who passed the GED Tests in each state and the
District of Columbia in 2004. In general, the GED Testing
Program helped more adults in the northern states, especially
the Northwest, than in the eastern or the southern states

E X H I B I T  1 5 :  

Percentage of Adults Without a High School Diploma Who Passed the GED Tests, by State: 2004

0.0–0.5%

1.1–1.5%

2.6–5.0%

2.1–2.5%

1.6–2.0%

0.6–1.0%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census and 
2004 GED Testing Service.
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P A S S  R AT E S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S

The U.S. passing standard requires the passers to earn a min-
imum standard score of 410 on each test with an average
score of 450 across the five tests. (See Table 18, pages 84–85

for jurisdiction policies.) In 2004, the overall pass rate in the
United States was 71.2 percent.

E X H I B I T  1 6 :  

Pass Rates for U.S. GED Completers: 2004

50–60%

71–80%

91%+

81–90%

61–70%

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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had pass rates that were roughly 15.0 percentage points
higher than the 71.2 percent average:Wyoming (90.7 per-
cent), Kansas (89.4 percent), and Maine (86.1 percent).

Conversely, the pass rate was approximately 15 percentage
points lower than the overall pass rate in three states and the
District of Columbia: New Jersey (52.9 percent), District of
Columbia (54.2 percent),Alabama (56.0 percent), and New
York (56.7 percent).

In 2004, approximately 60 percent of U.S. jurisdictions
exceeded the average pass rate of 71.2 percent.This is illus-
trated in Exhibit 17, in which the pass rates for individual
states are shown with reference to the U.S. average (shown as
a vertical yellow line).The fact that so many jurisdictions
exceeded the average pass rate is due to the lower pass rates
in several states with a large number of test takers, such as
Texas, Illinois, and New York.

Among the best performing states, three exceeded the 
71.2 percent overall pass rate by roughly 25 percentage
points: Iowa (97.6 percent), North Carolina (97.2 percent),
and Delaware (95.7 percent).Three additional states each
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E X H I B I T  17 :  

Pass Rates, by State: 2004



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
I

2
0

0
4

43

A G E  O F  G E D  P A S S E R S

In 2004, the average age of GED passers in the United States
was 23.7 years—almost one year younger than the average
age (24.0 years) of all U.S. candidates.As shown in Exhibit
18, almost 35 percent of the passers were aged 16 to 18.An
additional 11.4 percent were aged 19, while the 20- to 24-
year-old passers accounted for more than 25 percent of the
passers.That is, the majority of the passers were below the
age of 25.

The average age also varied across states (see Table 7, pages
60–61). Four states exceeded the passers’ average age of 
23.7 by at least one year: California (2.1 years), Ohio 
(1.7 years), North Carolina (1.6 years), and Arizona 

(1.3 years). Conversely, the average age for 12 states was at
least one year less than the 23.7 years average.Among these
states, the greatest differences were in states that test fewer
GED candidates: Montana (2.2 years),Vermont (2.0 years),
and Hawaii (2.0 years).

The age distribution for passers varied by state (see Table 7).
Teenagers aged 16 to 18 represented only 18.7 percent of
the passers in Ohio but almost 50 percent of the passers in
Montana (49.2 percent). In addition to Ohio, 16- to 18-
year-old passers accounted for less than 25 percent of the
passers in Connecticut (24.6 percent), Minnesota (23.8 per-
cent), and Delaware (23.3 percent).
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 404,081.

E X H I B I T  1 8 :  

Percentage of U.S. GED Passers, by Age: 2004
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age as the minimum testing age, states may permit 16- and
17-year-old candidates to receive a GED credential by
granting an exception on a case-by-case basis. States cite a
range of requirements and necessary documentation for
granting such exceptions.

Exhibit 19 shows that, except for Hawaii, all states have
GED minimum age requirements that are the same as, or
more stringent than, the compulsory age requirements for
attending K–12 schools (see Table 18, pages 84–85).While
32 states and the District of Columbia establish 18 years of

Compulsory
Attendance

Minimum Age for GED Credential1

16 Years 
(2 States)

17 Years 
(8 States)

18 Years 
(32 States and DC)

18.5 Years 
(1 State)

19 Years 
(7 States)

16 Years
(29 States)

Maryland
Vermont

Colorado
Connecticut
Indiana
Iowa
Montana
South Carolina

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Delaware
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Massachusetts
Michigan
Missouri
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
North Carolina
North Dakota
Rhode Island
Wyoming

Kentucky
New York
South Dakota
West Virginia

17 Years 
(7 States)

Louisiana Arkansas
Maine
Mississippi
Nevada
Pennsylvania
Tennessee

18 Years
(14 States 
and DC)

Hawaii California
District of Columbia
Florida
Kansas
New Mexico
Oklahoma
Oregon
Texas
Utah
Virginia

Wisconsin Minnesota
Ohio
Washington

E X H I B I T  1 9 :  

State Compulsory Attendance and Minimum Age for GED Credential Requirements

1
In most—but not all—jurisdictions, exceptions to the minimum age policy are granted on a case-by-case basis. For more information, 
contact the jurisdictional GED Administrator (listing on pages 87–91).

Source: 2000 NCES and 2004 GED Testing Service.
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G E N D E R  O F  U . S .  G E D  P A S S E R S

As shown in Exhibit 20, a higher percentage of GED passers
were male than female. Males accounted for 57.5 percent of
all U.S. GED passers and females accounted for 42.5 percent.
GED passers include slightly more males and fewer females

when compared with all U.S. GED candidates, for which the
male/female ratio is 55.1 percent to 44.9 percent (see
Exhibit 5, page 13).

E X H I B I T  2 0 :  

Percentage of U.S. GED Passers, by Gender: 2004
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 388,142.
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candidates, U.S. passers included more White candidates
(64.2 percent for passers versus 55.3 percent for all candi-
dates), fewer Hispanics (15.3 percent of passers versus 
18.1 percent of all candidates), and fewer African Americans
(15.8 percent of passers versus 21.5 percent of all 
candidates).

R A C E / E T H N I C I T Y  O F  U . S .  G E D  P A S S E R S

As shown in Exhibit 21, more than 60 percent of the 
GED passers in the United States were White.Additionally,
15.3 percent of the passers were of Hispanic origin, and
another 15.8 percent were African American.American
Indians,Asians, and Pacific Islanders accounted for the
remaining 4.6 percent of the passers. Compared with all U.S.

E X H I B I T  21 :  

Percentage of U.S. GED Passers, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004

Race/Ethnicity

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

 o
f 

P
a

s
s

e
rs

0
5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

WhitePacific Islander/
Hawaiian

African 
American

AsianAmerican Indian or 
Alaska Native

Hispanic 
Origin

15.3

2.4 1.6

15.8

64.2

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 345,341.
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E D U C AT I O N  O F  U . S .  G E D  P A S S E R S

As shown in Exhibit 22, 42.8 percent of U.S. GED passers
who responded to the demographic survey reported com-
pleting 11th grade or higher of formal education.Another
29.2 percent of the passers left school after completing 10th
grade, while an additional 17.9 percent completed 9th grade.
The remaining 10.1 percent of the passers reported com-
pleting less than 9th grade.

Across the states, the average grade completed by passers
who responded to the demographic survey ranged from 8.8

in North Carolina to 11.1 in Wyoming. Overall, the average
grade completed varied little among the states (see Table 10,
pages 66–67).

Most GED passers in the United States had been out of
school for only a short period of time. More than two in
five passers (44.1 percent) were out of school for two years
or less, and roughly another one in five (19.6 percent) was
last enrolled in school three to five years ago. One in five
passers had been out of school for 11 years or more.

E X H I B I T  2 2 :  

Percentage U.S. GED Passers, by Grade Completed and Years Out of School: 2004
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GED passers recognize the importance of a high school
diploma in the workforce:Almost half (48.8 percent) of 
the U.S. GED passers indicated they pursued the GED cre-
dential because of their job or career.While only 7.2 percent
of the passers indicated they took the tests to get a first job,
and 2.4 percent took the tests to keep their current job,
39.5 percent took the tests to get a better job.

Further, 1.4 percent of passers were compelled to take the
tests as part of a public assistance requirement, 4.2 percent
took it as part of a court order, and 6.3 percent reported they
took the GED Tests for military reasons (see Exhibit 23).

For additional information, see Tables 11A and 11B, pages
68–71.

R E A S O N S  W H Y  U . S .  G E D  P A S S E R S  T O O K  T H E
G E D  T E S T S

While 62 percent of all U.S. GED passers who responded 
to this demographic survey item indicated that they took 
the GED Tests for at least one educational reason, they 
cited various educational goals as their motivation. Of the
responses, 29.1 percent identified two-year college as their
goal; 21.7 percent indicated they wanted to attend a four-
year college; and 21.3 percent indicated a desire to attend 
a technical or trade program. Less than 10 percent of the
passers identified job training or skills certification as a 
reason for taking the GED Tests.

Second to educational reasons, 57.2 percent of the U.S.
GED passers cited at least one personal reason for taking the
tests, including personal satisfaction (54.8 percent) and being
a positive role model (20.7 percent).

E X H I B I T  2 3 :

Reasons Why U.S. GED Passers Took the GED Tests: 20041

21.7%
29.1%

21.3%

9.4%
8.7%

2.4%
39.5%

48.8%

2.3%

20.7%
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Any Other Reason
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Positive Role Model

Any Social Reason
Early Release

Public Assistance Requirement
Court Order

Any Military Reason
Military Career

Military Entrance

Any Employment Reason
Employer Requirement

Get Better Job
Keep Current Job

Get First Job

Any Educational Reason
Job Training

Skills Certification
Technical or Trade Program

Two-Year College
Four-Year College

Percentage of GED Passers

15.7%

5.6%

7.2%

62.0%

6.3%

4.2%
1.4%

3.5%
8.6%

54.8%
57.2%

1 GED candidates were allowed to provide multiple answers.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

8.4%
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G E D  S TA N D A R D  S C O R E  S TAT I S T I C S  F O R  U . S .
P A S S E R S

The mean standard scores for all GED content areas for U.S.
passers were above 500. U.S. GED passers earned a mean
score of 501 on the Mathematics Test; 507 on the Language
Arts,Writing Test; 546 on the Science Test; 551 on the Social
Studies Test; and 578 on the Language Arts, Reading Test.

Standard deviations for the content areas ranged from 72 to
79 for all areas except Language Arts, Reading, in which the
standard deviation was 99.The overall battery mean score
was 537.

Content Area1

Standard Score

Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 490 507 77

Social Studies 540 551 79

Science 540 546 72

Language Arts, Reading 570 578 99

Mathematics 490 501 74

Overall 526 537 62

1
Statistics are based on each passer’s best score earned by the end of 2004 for each area tested.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 405,724.

E X H I B I T  2 4 :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All U.S. Passers: 2004
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E X H I B I T  2 5 :

Score Distribution for All U.S. GED Passers, by Content Area: 2004

D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  S C O R E S  F O R  U . S .  G E D
P A S S E R S

The standard score range distribution provides another 
perspective on the test scores earned by the U.S. passers.
Exhibit 25 shows that more than 80 percent of the passers
scored in the 410–540 range on the Mathematics Test. On
the Language Arts, Reading Test, less than 50 percent of the
passers earned a score in the 410–540 range, while more
than 40 percent of the passers earned a score of 600 or

higher, 5 percent of whom earned a perfect score. Patterns
in Social Studies and Science were similar to each other 
in that the majority of the passers earned a score in the
450–590 range on both of these tests. Language Arts,
Writing Test scores were distributed mostly across the 
410–540 range.
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W H O  P A S S E D  T H E  G E D  T E S T S  I N  C A N A D A ?

The 2004 pass rate in Canada was 64.3 percent.This section
presents pass rates by provinces/territories for all passers, as
well the percentage of Canadian passers by age. In addition,
test score summaries and distributions are presented for
passers for each content area.

Exhibit 26 shows how the pass rate varies across the different
Canadian jurisdictions.While pass rates vary along the
southernmost provinces, the lowest pass rates occur in the
northernmost provinces, where 50 percent or less of the
completers passed.

The Canadian candidate pass rate of 64.3 percent is higher
than the pass rate of Canadian high school seniors (57.0 per-
cent), who set the passing standard (see Minimum GED
Score Standards, page 2).

E X H I B I T  2 6 :

Pass Rates for Canadian GED Completers: 2004

Up to 50%

61–70%

51–60%

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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British Columbia (70.4 percent), and Manitoba (70.1 per-
cent)—were more than 5 percentage points higher than the
overall Canadian pass rate. Nova Scotia (52.2 percent) and
Saskatchewan (53.3 percent) were more than 10 percentage
points lower than the overall Canadian pass rate.

P A S S  R AT E S ,  B Y  C A N A D I A N
P R O V I N C E / T E R R I T O R Y

Canadian policy requires candidates to score at least 450 
on each of the five content areas to pass the GED Test
Battery.The overall pass rate in Canada was 64.3 percent,
as indicated by the vertical line in Exhibit 27.As the chart
shows, significant variation occurred across the different
jurisdictions.Three provinces—Ontario (70.4 percent),

E X H I B I T  2 7 :  

Pass Rates, by Canadian Province/Territory: 2004
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1 NA = Not available
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A G E  O F  C A N A D I A N  G E D  P A S S E R S

As shown in Exhibit 28, almost half of the passers in Canada
were 20 to 29 years of age. In addition, 20 percent of the
GED passers were 40 years of age or older.Approximately
11 percent of the passers were teenagers between the ages of
16 and 19.All candidates must meet the jurisdictions’ age
requirements as presented in Table 18 on pages 84–85. Eight
of the Canadian jurisdictions have a minimum age require-
ment of 19 years.

Similar to pass rates, average age varied to some extent across
jurisdictions (see Table 7, pages 60–61):Whereas the average
age of GED passers in Canada was 30.0 years, the average
age ranged from 24.3 years in the Yukon Territory to 
31.6 years in Prince Edward Island.

E X H I B I T  2 8 :  

Percentage of Canadian GED Passers, by Age: 2004
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Mathematics, 548; Social Studies, 570; Language Arts,
Writing 573; Science, 601; and Language Arts, Reading, 617.

G E D  S TA N D A R D  S C O R E  S TAT I S T I C S  F O R
C A N A D I A N  P A S S E R S

For Canadian passers, mean and median standard scores were
above 500 for all GED content areas (see Exhibit 29). From
lowest to highest, Canadian passers’ mean scores were

E X H I B I T  2 9 :  

GED Standard Score Statistics for All Canadian Passers: 2004

Content Area1

Standard Score

Median Mean
Standard 

Deviation

Language Arts, Writing 560 573 79

Social Studies 560 570 70

Science 580 601 76

Language Arts, Reading 610 617 98

Mathematics 530 548 72

Overall 576 582 58

1
Statistics are based on each passer’s best score earned by the end of 2004 for each area tested.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service; N = 7,694.
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D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  S C O R E S  F O R  C A N A D I A N  G E D
P A S S E R S

Exhibit 30 shows that the standard score ranges for Canadian
passers were distributed differently across the five content
areas. For the Language Arts, Reading Test, similar percent-
ages of passers scored in the 550–590 range, the 600–640
range, the 650–690 range, and the 700–740 range. Nine per-

cent of the Canadian passers earned a perfect score on the
Language Arts, Reading Test. In contrast, more passers scored
in the lower ranges in Mathematics, Language Arts,Writing,
and Social Studies with the majority of the passers earning
scores less than 600.

E X H I B I T  3 0 :  

Score Distribution for All Canadian GED Passers, by Content Area: 2004
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  The Social Studies Test standard score range 750–790 equals zero.1
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TA B L E  6 : Candidate Participation:

• Number Tested

• Number Completed Battery of Tests

• Number Passed

• Percent Change, 2003–04

TA B L E  7: Percentage of GED Passers, by Age Group, and Average Age of Passers: 2004

TA B L E  8 : Percentage of GED Passers, by Gender: 2004

TA B L E  9 : Percentage of GED Passers, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004

TA B L E  1 0 : Percentage of GED Passers, by Grade Completed, and Average Grade Completed: 2004

TA B L E  1 1 A : Percentage of Passers Reporting Various Reasons for Taking the GED Tests in the United States: 2004

TA B L E  1 1 B : Percentage of Passers Reporting Various Reasons for Taking the GED Tests in Insular Areas and Freely 
Associated States and Federal and Other Contracts: 2004

TA B L E  1 2 : Trends in GED Testing, by U.S. Passers: 2002–04

TA B L E  1 3 : Trends in GED Testing, by Canadian Passers: 2002–04

Section II: Tables
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T A B L E  6 :

Candidate Participation: Number Tested, Number Completed Battery of Tests, and Number Passed: Percent Change, 2003–04

Jurisdiction

Number 

Tested

Number Completed 

Battery of Tests

Percent 

Change
1

Number 

Passed

Percent 

Change
2

2004 2003 2004 2003–04 2003 2004 2003–04

Alabama 12,555 11,937 12,428 4.1 7,197 6,959 -3.3
Alaska 2,947 2,241 1,937 -13.6 1,864 1,664 -10.7
Arizona 15,119 10,699 13,599 27.1 7,164 9,706 35.5
Arkansas 7,534 7,002 7,315 4.5 5,753 6,133 6.6
California 48,398 37,895 39,296 3.7 25,163 27,462 9.1
Colorado 14,568 10,460 11,000 5.2 8,390 9,076 8.2
Connecticut 4,824 4,497 4,355 -3.2 2,838 2,889 1.8
Delaware 491 444 485 9.2 417 464 11.3
District of Columbia 1,058 986 1,008 2.2 460 546 18.7
Florida 39,820 36,061 37,757 4.7 25,536 27,530 7.8
Georgia 32,228 26,103 27,189 4.2 17,280 18,318 6.0
Hawaii 1,850 1,651 1,702 3.1 1,228 1,325 7.9
Idaho 5,511 3,302 3,576 8.3 2,904 3,058 5.3
Illinois 25,180 24,612 22,030 -10.5 15,417 13,987 -9.3
Indiana 12,922 11,213 12,625 12.6 8,925 10,158 13.8
Iowa 6,412 4,129 4,011 -2.9 3,929 3,916 -0.3
Kansas 4,709 4,469 4,612 3.2 3,929 4,125 5.0
Kentucky 14,027 13,107 13,481 2.9 9,394 9,857 4.9
Louisiana 10,931 10,103 10,804 6.9 7,381 7,836 6.2
Maine 3,996 2,784 2,830 1.7 2,421 2,436 0.6
Maryland 8,622 7,488 8,241 10.1 5,043 5,448 8.0
Massachusetts 11,502 10,379 10,262 -1.1 6,836 7,196 5.3
Michigan 19,829 15,742 14,453 -8.2 10,834 9,936 -8.3
Minnesota 10,711 7,885 7,685 -2.5 6,575 6,312 -4.0
Mississippi 11,695 10,676 11,062 3.6 6,177 6,528 5.7
Missouri 11,178 10,391 11,101 6.8 7,941 8,502 7.1
Montana 3,167 2,566 2,635 2.7 2,106 2,073 -1.6
Nebraska 3,975 2,444 2,576 5.4 2,095 2,204 5.2
Nevada 5,307 5,234 5,231 -0.1 3,848 3,778 -1.8
New Hampshire 2,291 1,880 1,779 -5.4 1,539 1,462 -5.0
New Jersey 12,670 10,924 11,836 8.3 5,667 6,262 10.5
New Mexico 7,844 5,988 6,517 8.8 3,817 4,373 14.6
New York 45,725 38,420 44,333 15.4 23,618 25,140 6.4
North Carolina 22,812 9,594 12,601 31.3 9,004 12,251 36.1
North Dakota 1,737 1,155 1,180 2.2 943 974 3.3
Ohio 18,971 19,325 18,746 -3.0 15,218 15,051 -1.1
Oklahoma 10,111 10,078 9,974 -1.0 7,015 7,056 0.6
Oregon 12,302 8,519 8,586 0.8 7,106 7,352 3.5
Pennsylvania 22,528 19,906 19,702 -1.0 13,269 13,260 -0.1
Rhode Island 3,111 1,854 1,713 -7.6 1,271 1,192 -6.2
South Carolina 6,952 7,108 6,308 -11.3 4,775 4,364 -8.6
South Dakota 2,499 1,654 1,749 5.7 1,336 1,420 6.3
Tennessee 14,653 14,052 14,424 2.6 10,396 10,673 2.7
Texas 60,430 53,447 51,872 -2.9 34,228 34,515 0.8
Utah 6,588 6,208 6,174 -0.5 4,786 4,903 2.4
Vermont 1,505 951 800 -15.9 783 615 -21.5
Virginia 17,843 15,595 17,143 9.9 10,119 11,488 13.5
Washington 20,596 14,131 14,218 0.6 11,670 11,651 -0.2
West Virginia 5,052 4,953 4,921 -0.6 3,453 3,594 4.1
Wisconsin 16,806 8,673 8,897 2.6 7,091 7,384 4.1
Wyoming 1,835 1,481 1,458 -1.6 1,321 1,322 0.1
U.S. Subtotal 665,927 552,396 570,217 3.2 387,470 405,724 4.7

American Samoa 49 35 47 34.3 6 8 33.3
Guam 283 84 278 231.0 54 194 259.3
Marshall Islands 3 33 3 -90.9 4 –3 – 
Micronesia 1 NA4 NA – – – – 
N. Mariana Islands 68 34 33 -2.9 19 15 -21.1
Palau 60 23 29 26.1 9 11 22.2
Puerto Rico 10,375 20,580 9,338 -54.6 9,932 1,717 -82.7
Virgin Islands 145 186 139 -25.3 120 84 -30.0
IAFAS Subtotal 10,984 20,975 9,867 -53.0 10,144 2,029 -80.0
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F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percent change is calculated by subtracting the number of test takers who completed the battery of tests by the end of 2003 from 

the number who completed the battery of tests by the end of 2004, then dividing the difference by the 2003 figure. A negative number
signals a decrease from the previous year.

2 Percent change is calculated by subtracting the number of test takers who passed in 2003 from the number who passed in 2004, 
then dividing the difference by the number reported for 2003. A negative number signals a decrease from the previous year.

3 – = Not applicable or not possible to calculate.

4 NA = Not available. 

Source: 2003 and 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction

Number 

Tested

Number Completed 

Battery of Tests

Percent 

Change
1

Number 

Passed

Percent 

Change
2

2004 2003 2004 2003–04 2003 2004 2003–04

Alberta 1,983 1,891 1,920 1.5 1,190 1,313 10.3
British Columbia 1,423 1,459 1,382 -5.3 913 973 6.6
Manitoba 344 600 338 -43.7 365 237 -35.1
New Brunswick 1,208 1,295 1,167 -9.9 739 642 -13.1
Newfoundland 120 153 119 -22.2 105 69 -34.3
Northwest Territories 1 – – – – – –
Nova Scotia 1,235 1,397 1,192 -14.7 712 622 -12.6
Nunavut 1 13 NA – 5 NA – 
Ontario 4,086 3,703 4,023 8.6 2,545 2,831 11.2
Prince Edward Island 344 341 339 -0.6 186 217 16.7
Quebec 1 NA NA – NA NA – 
Saskatchewan 1,543 1,408 1,455 3.3 717 775 8.1
Yukon Territory 27 30 27 -10.0 15 15 0.0
Canada Subtotal 12,316 12,290 11,962 -2.6 7,492 7,694 2.8

Federal Corr. Inst. 8,174 6,309 7,952 26.0 3,963 5,887 48.5
International 1,562 1,086 1,345 23.8 720 826 14.7
Michigan Prisons 4,468 2,592 2,681 3.4 1,763 1,867 5.9
Overseas: Non-Military 1 NA NA – NA NA – 
Overseas: Military 1 NA NA – NA NA – 
CONUS Military 935 632 900 42.4 490 738 50.6
VA Hospitals 3 3 3 0.0 2 1 -50.0

Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
15,144 10,622 12,881 21.3 6,938 9,319 34.3

Program Total 704,371 596,283 604,927 1.5 412,044 424,766 3.1
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T A B L E  7 :

Percentage of GED Passers, by Age Group, and Average Age of Passers: 2004

Jurisdiction

Passers

with

Known Age

(N)

Age Groups
1

Avg. 

Age
216

(%)
17
(%)

18
(%)

19
(%)

20–24
(%)

25–29
(%)

30–34
(%)

35–39
(%)

40–49
(%)

50–59
(%)

60+
(%)

Alabama 6,952 6.8 18.6 21.1 11.0 21.4 8.8 5.2 3.0 2.8 0.9 0.3 22.3
Alaska 1,664 9.6 18.8 17.2 12.6 24.6 5.9 3.9 2.8 3.7 0.7 0.1 21.9
Arizona 9,705 6.0 11.3 11.2 8.3 27.7 13.7 8.2 5.8 5.8 1.6 0.4 25.0
Arkansas 6,129 10.4 19.8 14.8 8.0 20.1 10.4 5.7 3.9 5.2 1.4 0.4 23.3
California 27,462 0.0 9.1 17.8 9.9 24.8 12.9 9.3 6.8 7.0 1.9 0.3 25.8
Colorado 9,076 1.8 18.1 16.6 9.8 26.5 10.9 5.9 4.2 4.9 1.0 0.2 23.6
Connecticut 2,889 0.2 8.4 16.0 14.2 32.3 11.3 6.8 4.4 5.3 0.9 0.2 24.2
Delaware 464 1.3 8.4 13.6 12.5 34.5 13.4 6.7 4.5 4.1 1.1 0.0 24.2
District of Columbia 543 2.6 7.4 17.9 13.4 34.6 10.5 5.3 2.8 3.3 2.2 0.0 23.6
Florida 27,526 6.7 17.4 22.4 10.5 21.9 8.0 4.8 3.2 3.8 1.0 0.2 22.5
Georgia 18,313 4.7 11.2 19.0 12.6 26.8 10.8 6.0 3.6 3.6 1.4 0.3 23.4
Hawaii 1,321 11.4 22.3 19.3 9.4 17.9 8.1 5.2 2.7 2.9 0.6 0.2 21.7
Idaho 3,055 9.9 19.5 15.0 9.5 20.1 10.6 5.4 3.6 4.7 1.2 0.4 23.1
Illinois 13,966 1.8 9.4 16.3 14.2 29.1 12.0 7.0 3.8 4.8 1.4 0.2 24.1
Indiana 10,149 0.0 17.7 19.5 10.5 25.4 10.9 6.2 3.6 4.5 1.3 0.4 23.7
Iowa 3,916 2.3 14.4 13.2 12.2 30.9 13.0 5.7 2.6 4.1 1.3 0.3 23.6
Kansas 4,114 6.9 16.1 16.2 11.1 26.9 9.8 5.2 3.5 3.1 1.1 0.1 22.8
Kentucky 9,796 3.1 10.5 12.3 12.6 29.5 13.8 7.2 3.9 5.1 1.9 0.1 24.5
Louisiana 7,805 6.6 21.1 16.1 10.7 22.2 10.4 5.9 2.7 3.3 1.0 0.1 22.6
Maine 2,243 0.0 15.5 24.0 13.3 27.6 7.8 3.5 3.1 3.3 1.6 0.2 22.7
Maryland 5,407 7.7 17.9 15.5 10.8 24.2 9.0 6.0 3.9 3.7 1.1 0.2 22.9
Massachusetts 7,135 5.4 15.8 20.0 14.1 24.5 7.4 4.3 3.6 3.9 0.9 0.0 22.5
Michigan 9,935 1.8 7.6 20.2 15.8 30.6 11.1 5.6 3.0 3.1 0.9 0.2 23.1
Minnesota 6,272 1.9 8.0 13.9 15.5 35.9 11.5 5.1 3.3 3.9 0.9 0.2 23.5
Mississippi 6,509 7.8 18.0 17.8 11.6 23.2 9.4 4.9 2.9 2.9 1.2 0.1 22.4
Missouri 8,442 6.0 13.5 16.4 8.7 26.2 12.5 6.3 3.9 5.2 1.3 0.1 23.8
Montana 2,067 6.7 24.9 17.6 11.2 23.6 6.8 3.5 2.2 3.0 0.5 0.0 21.5
Nebraska 2,202 4.5 13.6 18.5 11.9 30.3 9.8 4.5 2.7 2.9 1.1 0.2 22.7
Nevada 3,759 4.0 17.7 18.7 10.6 22.7 9.7 7.0 4.1 4.5 1.0 0.1 23.3
New Hampshire 1,438 4.2 9.8 20.2 14.0 28.9 10.4 4.6 3.0 3.6 0.8 0.4 23.0
New Jersey 6,260 3.8 12.3 14.2 10.1 28.1 12.4 7.9 4.6 5.0 1.2 0.3 24.4
New Mexico 4,360 8.4 19.2 18.8 10.8 22.4 9.0 4.5 2.8 3.3 0.9 0.0 22.1
New York 24,866 1.9 13.9 17.2 14.4 27.4 9.4 5.9 4.0 4.4 1.2 0.3 23.5
North Carolina 12,069 6.1 12.8 12.0 9.0 24.9 12.8 7.6 5.0 6.4 2.7 0.8 25.3
North Dakota 973 5.1 15.8 17.7 14.1 27.9 8.5 4.4 1.7 3.8 0.6 0.3 22.3
Ohio 15,046 1.7 6.2 10.8 12.8 33.4 14.7 7.7 4.8 5.5 2.0 0.4 25.4
Oklahoma 7,044 5.5 12.1 14.0 9.8 26.3 12.9 7.9 4.3 5.6 1.5 0.1 24.4
Oregon 7,352 9.9 17.6 15.6 9.5 22.0 9.5 6.1 3.6 4.7 1.3 0.2 23.2
Pennsylvania 13,250 2.3 10.1 20.2 13.0 28.6 10.5 6.0 3.6 4.1 1.3 0.2 23.6
Rhode Island 1,174 1.8 14.3 20.9 12.4 28.0 8.5 4.9 3.2 4.4 1.2 0.3 23.2
South Carolina 4,364 3.3 17.3 15.3 12.5 26.1 10.9 6.1 3.3 3.6 1.4 0.2 23.2
South Dakota 1,419 5.6 14.7 14.0 12.5 30.6 9.7 4.1 3.2 4.1 1.1 0.4 23.1
Tennessee 10,667 0.0 22.8 16.7 9.6 22.6 11.2 7.2 3.5 4.4 1.8 0.2 23.7
Texas 34,338 3.7 15.2 14.2 9.9 26.1 12.1 7.3 4.6 5.2 1.4 0.3 24.2
Utah 4,903 0.0 11.8 22.4 14.4 28.5 10.2 5.2 3.6 3.5 0.5 0.1 22.9
Vermont 615 15.6 18.5 14.3 11.7 24.2 5.7 2.9 2.1 2.8 2.0 0.2 21.7
Virginia 11,457 7.0 18.2 18.5 9.6 21.4 9.6 6.0 4.0 4.4 1.4 0.1 23.1
Washington 11,381 6.0 14.8 13.8 11.6 27.2 11.0 5.9 4.0 4.6 0.9 0.2 23.5
West Virginia 3,593 3.6 14.5 18.2 12.2 26.0 10.3 5.9 3.5 4.5 1.1 0.3 23.4
Wisconsin 7,374 0.0 8.3 19.7 11.4 30.5 13.1 7.2 4.1 4.3 1.2 0.1 24.2
Wyoming 1,322 3.6 17.0 19.6 12.6 27.8 8.1 4.2 2.4 3.4 1.0 0.2 22.4
U.S. Subtotal 404,081 4.0 14.0 16.8 11.4 26.2 11.0 6.4 4.0 4.6 1.4 0.2 23.7

American Samoa 8 0.0 25.0 25.0 12.5 12.5 0.0 0.0 25.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 23.6
Guam 192 1.0 10.9 12.5 9.4 32.8 19.8 7.8 4.2 1.6 0.0 0.0 23.6
Marshall Islands NA3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Micronesia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 15 0.0 6.7 6.7 20.0 33.3 20.0 0.0 6.7 6.7 0.0 0.0 24.1
Palau 11 0.0 0.0 9.1 0.0 63.6 0.0 18.2 0.0 9.1 0.0 0.0 26.1
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 84 3.6 11.9 19.0 6.0 28.6 4.8 4.8 6.0 11.9 3.6 0.0 26.3
IAFAS Subtotal 310 1.6 11.0 14.2 8.7 32.3 14.5 6.8 5.2 4.8 1.0 0.0 24.4
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F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percentage of each age group is calculated by first dividing the total number of persons in that age group by the total number of 

persons who passed the tests in the jurisdiction, then multiplying that number by 100. People who did not report their age were 
excluded from this calculation.

2 People who did not report their age were excluded from this calculation.

3 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction

Passers 

with 

Known Age

(N)

Age Groups
1

Avg. 

Age
216

(%)
17
(%)

18
(%)

19
(%)

20–24
(%)

25–29
(%)

30–34
(%)

35–39
(%)

40–49
(%)

50–59
(%)

60+
(%)

Alberta 1,307 0.0 0.0 3.4 5.7 30.5 18.2 12.2 8.7 16.4 4.6 0.2 30.7
British Columbia 957 0.0 0.1 0.4 7.7 29.4 19.4 14.1 11.3 14.8 2.7 0.0 30.2
Manitoba 237 0.0 0.4 1.7 11.0 29.1 15.2 7.6 11.8 20.3 2.5 0.4 30.8
New Brunswick 642 0.0 0.0 0.3 14.8 30.8 11.7 10.7 9.5 17.6 4.2 0.3 30.2
Newfoundland 48 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 39.6 6.3 6.3 10.4 8.3 4.2 0.0 27.1
Northwest Territories NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Nova Scotia 619 0.0 0.0 0.3 8.2 35.1 13.1 11.1 8.6 19.7 3.9 0.0 30.6
Nunavut NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Ontario 2,830 0.0 0.0 0.4 12.1 35.6 15.2 11.6 7.6 13.6 3.5 0.5 29.2
Prince Edward Island 217 0.5 0.9 9.2 7.8 21.2 10.1 10.1 13.8 20.7 5.5 0.0 31.6
Quebec NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 775 0.0 0.3 3.1 7.0 28.9 19.9 12.6 9.9 13.2 4.9 0.3 30.4
Yukon Territory 15 6.7 0.0 6.7 20.0 26.7 26.7 6.7 6.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 24.3
Canada Subtotal 7,647 0.0 0.1 1.5 9.8 32.2 16.1 11.8 9.0 15.4 3.8 0.3 30.0

Federal Corr. Inst. 5,841 0.0 0.0 0.1 1.0 21.2 27.5 21.1 12.4 12.9 3.4 0.3 31.9
International 199 14.1 24.6 21.6 11.1 14.1 6.5 4.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 0.0 20.6
Michigan Prisons 1,866 0.1 0.2 1.3 3.1 31.5 21.7 14.4 11.5 12.1 3.8 0.5 30.5
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 737 0.9 4.2 13.6 15.3 45.9 11.5 4.1 2.8 1.6 0.0 0.0 22.8
VA Hospitals 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 49.9

Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
8,644 0.4 1.0 2.0 2.9 25.4 24.4 17.8 11.2 11.5 3.1 0.3 30.5

Program Total 420,682 3.8 13.5 16.3 11.2 26.3 11.4 6.7 4.3 4.9 1.4 0.2 24.0
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T A B L E  8 :

Percentage of GED Passers, by Gender: 2004

Jurisdiction
Passers with Known Gender 

(N)

Passed, by Gender
1

Male
(%)

Female
(%)

Alabama 6,888 53.9 46.1

Alaska 1,662 59.0 41.0

Arizona 9,630 58.2 41.8

Arkansas 6,115 58.0 42.0

California 27,319 59.8 40.2

Colorado 9,076 58.2 41.8

Connecticut 2,889 59.7 40.3

Delaware 460 64.8 35.2

District of Columbia 536 54.5 45.5

Florida 27,528 56.1 43.9

Georgia 18,266 55.3 44.7

Hawaii 1,320 54.9 45.1

Idaho 3,037 56.5 43.5

Illinois 13,789 58.0 42.0

Indiana 9,986 59.9 40.1

Iowa 3,916 56.0 44.0

Kansas 4,088 57.9 42.1

Kentucky 9,795 59.2 40.8

Louisiana 7,754 59.3 40.7

Maine 2,222 58.8 41.2

Maryland 5,360 62.2 37.8

Massachusetts 7,109 54.8 45.2

Michigan 9,848 58.8 41.2

Minnesota 6,155 62.3 37.7

Mississippi 6,504 57.9 42.1

Missouri 8,216 57.2 42.8

Montana 2,060 57.9 42.1

Nebraska 2,204 56.2 43.8

Nevada 3,740 59.7 40.3

New Hampshire 910 53.7 46.3

New Jersey 6,238 56.2 43.8

New Mexico 4,326 54.4 45.6

New York 24,673 56.3 43.7

North Carolina 12,026 54.5 45.5

North Dakota 971 57.6 42.4

Ohio 3,311 61.2 38.8

Oklahoma 7,019 53.6 46.4

Oregon 7,352 56.8 43.2

Pennsylvania 13,208 58.2 41.8

Rhode Island 284 62.3 37.7

South Carolina 3,772 56.5 43.5

South Dakota 1,418 59.8 40.2

Tennessee 10,571 54.1 45.9

Texas 34,177 57.5 42.5

Utah 4,903 60.6 39.4

Vermont 614 53.6 46.4

Virginia 11,418 58.8 41.2

Washington 11,236 56.2 43.8

West Virginia 3,566 54.3 45.7

Wisconsin 7,363 64.2 35.8

Wyoming 1,314 53.2 46.8

U.S. Subtotal 388,142 57.5 42.5

American Samoa 8 75.0 25.0

Guam 194 52.6 47.4

Marshall Islands NA2 NA NA

Micronesia NA NA NA

N. Mariana Islands 15 60.0 40.0

Palau 11 54.5 45.5

Puerto Rico NA NA NA

Virgin Islands 82 50.0 50.0

IAFAS Subtotal 310 52.9 47.1
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction
Passers with Known Gender

(N)

Passed, by Gender
1

Male
(%)

Female
(%)

Alberta 1 100.0 0.0
British Columbia 957 56.8 43.2
Manitoba 234 64.1 35.9
New Brunswick 641 61.5 38.5
Newfoundland 48 58.3 41.7
Northwest Territories NA NA NA
Nova Scotia 622 57.2 42.8
Nunavut NA NA NA
Ontario 2,831 60.3 39.7
Prince Edward Island 217 58.1 41.9
Quebec NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 775 56.9 43.1
Yukon Territory 15 53.3 46.7
Canada Subtotal 6,341 59.2 40.8

Federal Corr. Inst. 5,825 88.4 11.6
International 171 57.3 42.7
Michigan Prisons 1,768 95.6 4.4
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA
CONUS Military 728 74.9 25.1
VA Hospitals 1 100.0 0.0

Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
8,493 88.1 11.9

Program Total 403,286 58.2 41.8

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percentage of each gender is calculated by first dividing the total number of passers of that gender by the total number of passers 

in the jurisdiction for whom gender was known, then multiplying that number by 100. People who did not report their gender were
excluded from this calculation.

2 NA = Not available.
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T A B L E  9 :

Percentage of GED Passers, by Race/Ethnicity: 2004

Jurisdiction1

Passers 

with Known

Race/Ethnicity 

(N)

Race/Ethnicity2

Hispanic 
Origin

(%)

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

(%)

Asian
(%)

African 
American

(%)

Pacific Islander/
Hawaiian

(%)

White
(%)

Alabama 6,830 1.4 1.2 0.5 21.9 0.2 74.9

Alaska 1,549 4.2 27.8 2.5 3.7 1.3 60.5
Arizona 8,968 31.0 6.8 0.7 4.8 0.5 56.0

Arkansas 6,085 3.3 1.9 0.6 13.5 0.1 80.6

California 26,320 42.1 1.8 5.7 9.5 2.2 38.7

Colorado 9,067 28.9 2.5 1.5 7.2 0.5 59.4

Connecticut 2,889 18.4 0.9 1.2 21.1 0.2 58.1

Delaware 456 3.9 0.9 0.9 30.7 0.4 63.2

District of Columbia 513 11.1 0.2 1.6 79.7 0.2 7.2

Florida 27,527 15.6 0.8 1.1 16.8 0.4 65.3

Georgia 16,700 4.6 0.6 1.1 29.9 0.1 63.8

Hawaii 1,276 7.7 1.3 22.6 3.6 32.9 31.8

Idaho 2,760 10.3 3.5 0.8 1.0 0.3 84.2

Illinois 13,117 18.9 0.5 1.2 23.4 0.1 55.9

Indiana 9,817 3.7 0.8 0.4 14.7 0.1 80.2

Iowa 3,913 5.4 1.5 1.0 9.0 0.1 83.0

Kansas 3,905 11.7 2.7 1.8 9.7 0.4 73.7

Kentucky 9,681 2.8 0.8 0.3 14.5 0.1 81.5

Louisiana 7,642 2.3 1.6 0.8 25.2 0.0 70.1

Maine 2,194 3.3 2.5 1.2 2.5 0.4 90.2

Maryland 5,148 4.4 0.9 1.8 40.1 0.5 52.3

Massachusetts 6,327 15.4 0.8 2.9 15.8 0.2 64.8

Michigan 9,559 5.4 2.1 1.1 19.8 0.1 71.5

Minnesota 5,144 6.1 5.7 3.2 12.2 0.3 72.5

Mississippi 6,429 1.6 0.9 0.7 29.3 0.2 67.3

Missouri 7,500 2.9 1.6 0.7 13.5 0.3 81.1

Montana 1,902 4.8 14.2 0.4 1.1 0.6 78.8

Nebraska 2,111 10.7 3.3 0.8 8.9 0.1 76.1

Nevada 3,447 20.2 3.1 2.6 7.9 2.4 63.8

New Hampshire 834 4.0 1.3 1.0 2.3 0.2 91.2

New Jersey 5,892 25.1 0.6 2.5 26.4 0.3 45.1

New Mexico 3,968 46.6 9.1 0.8 2.5 0.3 40.8

New York NA3 NA NA NA NA NA NA

North Carolina 11,237 5.9 1.7 0.9 24.9 0.2 66.5

North Dakota 895 2.7 22.8 0.6 2.0 0.3 71.6

Ohio 162 5.6 0.0 0.6 18.5 0.6 74.7

Oklahoma 6,808 6.1 14.9 0.7 9.6 0.4 68.3

Oregon 6,433 9.7 4.0 1.3 4.1 0.8 80.1

Pennsylvania 12,809 8.0 0.6 1.5 20.7 0.2 69.0

Rhode Island 278 20.1 1.1 1.1 5.8 0.4 71.6

South Carolina 3,727 2.5 0.9 0.5 25.0 0.2 70.9

South Dakota 1,394 4.1 21.3 0.8 2.9 0.6 70.2

Tennessee 10,401 2.7 0.7 0.6 16.1 0.2 79.8

Texas 32,685 39.6 0.8 1.1 12.8 0.2 45.6

Utah 4,892 11.8 2.6 1.0 3.2 1.3 80.1

Vermont 603 12.8 1.2 1.0 5.6 0.5 78.9

Virginia 11,178 5.1 0.8 1.9 26.1 0.5 65.6

Washington 10,898 11.1 5.5 3.0 6.8 1.7 72.0

West Virginia 3,534 1.7 0.7 0.3 11.3 0.1 85.8

Wisconsin 6,658 8.4 3.9 1.8 17.6 0.2 68.0

Wyoming 1,279 9.7 7.4 0.5 1.6 0.2 80.6

U.S. Subtotal 345,341 15.3 2.4 1.6 15.8 0.6 64.2
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Jurisdiction1

Passers 

with Known

Race/Ethnicity 

(N)

Race/Ethnicity2

Hispanic 
Origin

(%)

American Indian or 
Alaska Native

(%)

Asian
(%)

African 
American

(%)

Pacific Islander/
Hawaiian

(%)

White
(%)

American Samoa 7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 85.7 14.3
Guam 192 1.0 0.5 26.0 3.1 66.7 2.6
Marshall Islands NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Micronesia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 15 0.0 6.7 13.3 0.0 66.7 13.3
Palau 10 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 83 15.7 0.0 0.0 75.9 0.0 8.4
IAFAS Subtotal 307 4.9 0.7 16.9 22.5 50.2 4.9

Federal Corr. Inst. 5,615 26.3 2.9 0.9 37.9 0.6 31.3
International 164 1.8 0.0 0.0 81.7 0.6 15.9
Michigan Prisons 1,704 5.0 1.3 0.6 47.7 0.1 45.2
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 712 12.2 1.7 3.4 12.2 1.1 69.4
VA Hospitals 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
8,196 20.2 2.4 1.1 38.6 0.5 37.2

Program Total 353,844 15.4 2.4 1.6 16.4 0.7 63.5

F O O T N O T E S :  
1 Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

2 Percentage of each racial/ethnic group is calculated by first dividing the total number of passers of that racial/ethnic group by the total 
number of passers in the jurisdiction for whom a racial/ethnic group was known, then multiplying that number by 100. People who 
did not report their racial/ethnic group were excluded from this calculation.

3 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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Jurisdiction1

Passers with

Known Grade

Completed 

(N)

Percentage of Passers Who Completed Grade
2

Average

Grade

Completed
3None–5th

(%)
6th
(%)

7th
(%)

8th
(%)

9th
(%)

10th
(%)

11th
(%)

12th
(%)

Alabama 6,655 0.1 0.4 1.5 8.7 18.9 30.1 33.4 6.8 10.0

Alaska 1,503 0.1 0.5 0.9 6.6 21.0 32.9 33.9 4.1 10.0
Arizona 8,545 0.6 0.7 1.1 9.4 17.6 28.5 37.5 4.5 10.0
Arkansas 6,001 0.2 0.6 1.2 7.9 19.1 30.5 35.8 4.7 10.0
California 23,875 0.5 0.8 0.6 3.6 11.1 24.7 50.8 8.0 10.4
Colorado 8,813 0.4 0.6 0.9 7.7 17.8 32.2 36.2 4.2 10.0
Connecticut 2,875 0.2 0.5 0.6 7.2 19.9 32.8 34.9 4.1 10.0
Delaware 438 0.5 0.0 0.7 11.2 28.3 30.6 24.9 3.9 9.8
District of Columbia 514 1.0 0.0 0.6 3.5 19.8 30.4 37.9 6.8 10.2
Florida 26,940 0.2 0.4 1.0 8.0 18.9 28.8 34.8 7.9 10.1
Georgia 15,159 0.0 0.1 0.3 1.0 9.1 21.2 32.5 35.8 10.9
Hawaii 1,273 0.8 0.2 0.5 6.4 16.7 30.2 41.6 3.7 10.1
Idaho 2,730 0.9 0.5 1.0 7.2 18.5 31.0 34.7 6.3 10.0
Illinois 11,151 0.3 0.7 0.7 7.4 16.7 30.1 39.1 5.0 10.1
Indiana 9,755 0.2 0.3 0.9 8.9 18.1 32.2 35.4 3.8 10.0
Iowa 3,838 0.2 0.2 0.8 7.2 16.8 33.0 39.3 2.5 10.1
Kansas 3,846 0.2 0.3 0.9 7.9 19.2 31.5 35.6 4.3 10.0
Kentucky 9,561 0.2 0.2 1.5 10.4 20.8 30.0 34.1 2.8 9.9
Louisiana 7,569 0.2 0.8 3.1 12.4 23.2 29.0 27.9 3.3 9.7
Maine 2,132 0.2 0.1 0.6 10.2 18.2 31.1 35.7 3.9 10.0
Maryland 5,123 0.2 0.4 1.3 10.0 22.0 32.1 30.7 3.3 9.9
Massachusetts 6,249 0.5 0.2 0.9 9.1 19.9 31.1 33.7 4.6 10.0
Michigan 9,465 0.2 0.2 0.8 6.8 16.5 32.8 39.3 3.4 10.1
Minnesota 5,032 0.2 0.2 0.4 3.6 12.6 29.0 48.2 5.7 10.4
Mississippi 6,326 0.3 0.7 2.8 12.2 22.5 30.3 27.7 3.6 9.8
Missouri 7,335 0.3 0.4 1.0 7.7 18.5 33.8 34.3 4.0 10.0
Montana 1,879 0.3 0.3 0.7 8.9 19.2 32.5 32.1 6.0 10.0
Nebraska 2,060 0.2 0.2 0.6 6.1 16.8 32.5 37.4 6.1 10.2
Nevada 3,382 0.4 0.3 0.6 6.0 14.3 30.1 42.5 5.8 10.2
New Hampshire 831 0.2 0.0 0.5 7.7 17.6 30.2 39.4 4.5 10.1
New Jersey 5,562 0.2 0.3 0.9 7.5 16.6 32.3 36.9 5.3 10.1
New Mexico 3,886 0.4 0.3 0.7 6.8 18.3 31.8 34.9 6.7 10.1
New York 10,317 0.3 0.3 0.7 6.8 17.8 31.0 35.9 7.2 10.1
North Carolina 11,215 0.5 1.2 11.6 23.9 32.7 26.5 2.4 1.2 8.8
North Dakota 885 0.0 0.3 0.6 8.7 21.9 30.3 35.1 3.1 10.0
Ohio 15,043 1.0 0.4 0.9 7.9 18.6 28.8 37.6 4.8 10.0
Oklahoma 6,710 0.4 0.8 1.6 9.8 20.3 29.5 34.2 3.5 9.9
Oregon 6,434 0.7 0.7 0.9 7.3 17.6 31.5 36.3 5.1 10.0
Pennsylvania 12,653 0.1 0.3 0.7 7.0 18.1 31.6 38.1 4.0 10.1
Rhode Island 271 0.7 0.0 0.4 9.2 23.6 27.7 30.6 7.7 10.0
South Carolina 3,693 0.1 0.2 0.9 9.9 22.4 33.2 30.1 3.2 9.9
South Dakota 1,380 0.1 0.2 0.9 9.3 20.1 33.8 33.8 1.9 10.0
Tennessee 10,222 0.2 0.2 0.9 5.9 16.1 32.9 40.4 3.5 10.1
Texas 31,732 0.4 1.0 1.5 10.6 21.3 28.5 32.0 4.8 9.9
Utah 2,519 0.6 0.4 0.5 3.5 11.8 25.1 45.7 12.4 10.4
Vermont 331 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.9 9.4 20.8 29.9 38.7 10.9
Virginia 11,153 0.1 0.4 1.4 9.8 20.7 30.8 33.9 3.0 9.9
Washington 9,845 0.1 0.3 0.7 1.1 6.1 17.7 31.2 42.8 11.0
West Virginia 3,496 0.2 0.5 1.3 10.0 22.5 29.7 32.1 3.7 9.9
Wisconsin 6,522 0.1 0.3 0.4 5.1 14.3 30.6 46.0 3.1 10.2
Wyoming 1,196 0.0 0.1 0.3 1.3 5.4 18.6 32.9 41.5 11.1
U.S. Total 355,920 0.3 0.5 1.3 8.0 17.9 29.2 35.4 7.4 10.1

T A B L E  1 0 :

Percentage of GED Passers, by Grade Completed, and Average Grade Completed: 2004
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Jurisdiction1

Passers with

Known Grade

Completed 

(N)

Percentage of Passers Who Completed Grade
2

Average

Grade

Completed
3None–5th

(%)
6th
(%)

7th
(%)

8th
(%)

9th
(%)

10th
(%)

11th
(%)

12th
(%)

American Samoa 8 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.5 25.0 0.0 50.0 12.5 10.3
Guam 189 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7 9.0 30.7 51.3 5.3 10.5
Marshall Island NA4 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Micronesia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 15 0.0 6.7 0.0 6.7 0.0 40.0 40.0 6.7 10.1
Palau 10 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 50.0 30.0 0.0 9.6
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 73 1.4 0.0 1.4 5.5 11.0 16.4 38.4 26.0 10.5
IAFAS Subtotal 295 0.7 0.3 0.3 4.4 9.5 27.5 46.8 10.5 10.4

Federal Corr. Inst. 5,372 0.9 1.7 2.8 12.6 21.3 26.5 29.6 4.7 9.7
International 122 0.8 0.0 0.8 1.6 7.4 13.9 45.9 29.5 10.8
Michigan Prisons 1,661 0.4 1.0 1.7 10.4 20.5 30.0 30.9 5.1 9.9
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 680 0.3 0.0 0.3 1.9 9.4 23.5 53.2 11.3 10.6
VA Hospitals NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
7,835 0.7 1.4 2.3 11.0 19.9 26.8 32.2 5.7 9.8

Program Total 364,050 0.3 0.5 1.4 8.0 18.0 29.1 35.3 7.4 10.1

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

2 Percentage of each grade level is calculated by first dividing the total number of passers who had completed that grade level by the
total number of passers who reported their completed grade level in the jurisdiction, then multiplying that number by 100. People who
did not report their highest grade completed were excluded from this calculation.

3 People who did not report their highest grade completed were excluded from this calculation.

4 NA = Not available.
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T A B L E  11 A :

Percentage of Passers Reporting Various Reasons for Taking the GED Tests in the United States1 : 2004  

Jurisdiction

Passers

with Known

Reasons

(N)

Educational Reasons Military Reasons

Four-Year
College

(%)

Two-Year
College

(%)

Technical or
Trade Prog.

(%)

Skills
Certification

(%)

Job 
Training

(%)

Any Educ.
Reason

(%)

Military
Entrance

(%)

Military
Career

(%)

Any Military
Reason

(%)
Alabama 6,741 22.1 32.1 20.8 6.6 7.4 63.2 6.2 2.8 7.5
Alaska 1,516 21.1 13.7 18.2 9.7 16.2 52.8 6.7 3.8 7.8
Arizona 8,975 17.7 24.5 20.6 9.8 10.3 56.2 5.1 2.1 5.6

Arkansas 6,040 21.9 23.9 18.6 7.3 8.6 55.2 5.9 3.0 7.0

California 26,537 18.9 29.1 18.5 9.6 9.1 58.7 4.8 1.6 5.2

Colorado 9,043 21.2 28.1 16.7 9.3 8.5 58.4 5.1 1.6 5.4

Connecticut 2,889 19.8 26.7 16.8 7.1 10.1 62.2 2.9 1.1 3.3

Delaware 456 25.4 34.6 30.5 10.1 8.3 71.1 5.7 2.9 6.6

District of Columbia 522 36.4 22.4 23.8 13.2 14.0 74.5 3.4 1.1 3.8

Florida 26,876 24.6 34.5 22.5 6.5 6.1 67.7 5.9 2.5 6.5

Georgia 15,335 19.9 24.3 34.0 6.9 7.5 67.6 5.3 2.4 6.2

Hawaii 1,305 29.1 30.9 12.2 7.8 9.0 61.5 8.4 4.1 9.5

Idaho 2,757 26.0 22.5 16.8 7.9 8.4 56.4 5.4 2.0 6.0
Illinois 11,628 25.6 35.8 19.7 10.9 10.6 66.6 5.0 2.0 5.5

Indiana 9,824 23.4 29.4 22.7 9.0 9.4 62.8 5.6 2.5 6.5

Iowa 1,962 15.1 32.0 10.9 5.4 8.0 53.1 7.8 1.7 8.4

Kansas 3,886 22.5 28.4 20.1 7.5 8.2 59.1 5.2 2.4 5.9

Kentucky 9,648 19.1 22.8 22.1 9.0 11.5 56.7 5.1 2.3 5.9

Louisiana 7,629 27.9 18.9 29.6 7.5 9.0 65.9 7.4 3.5 8.4

Maine 2,189 21.2 23.7 21.2 8.8 10.7 58.9 10.2 3.8 11.1

Maryland 5,182 26.5 30.6 19.1 10.1 10.5 64.7 5.9 3.0 6.7

Massachusetts 6,313 24.6 37.3 17.3 10.4 11.2 68.5 4.1 1.8 4.7

Michigan 9,523 23.8 29.8 15.1 8.5 8.5 59.5 5.3 2.0 5.9

Minnesota 5,066 17.9 32.3 26.3 6.5 6.8 63.7 4.5 1.7 5.1

Mississippi 6,377 25.7 45.1 16.2 8.3 10.5 69.0 7.9 4.5 9.2

Missouri 7,411 26.7 30.1 21.0 7.9 10.0 63.9 4.7 2.0 5.2

Montana 1,899 25.4 21.0 20.1 9.4 13.5 61.8 9.7 4.7 10.6

Nebraska 2,102 24.4 35.2 15.8 9.1 9.5 63.9 6.5 2.4 7.0

Nevada 3,451 16.2 21.8 16.3 7.7 8.7 50.0 5.4 1.7 5.8

New Hampshire 831 22.9 30.2 25.6 7.3 5.8 64.1 4.0 1.8 4.1

New Jersey 5,935 29.5 33.2 22.8 10.7 10.6 71.9 4.6 2.0 5.4

New Mexico 3,996 27.2 26.3 21.7 8.6 9.8 64.8 6.6 2.7 7.0

New York 10,953 24.8 32.5 13.4 7.2 7.8 60.5 3.5 1.4 4.0

North Carolina 10,744 16.0 30.4 28.1 8.0 8.3 65.4 4.2 1.7 4.8

North Dakota 889 24.1 30.4 19.3 6.5 11.7 61.1 6.5 2.0 7.4

Ohio 160 6.3 60.0 7.5 2.5 4.4 70.0 4.4 1.3 4.4

Oklahoma 6,810 18.9 19.7 26.5 8.0 9.3 57.7 6.3 2.9 7.2

Oregon 6,532 19.2 29.9 15.6 9.9 12.8 58.0 4.6 1.8 4.9

Pennsylvania 12,837 20.2 25.0 25.0 8.6 11.2 62.3 5.5 2.1 6.1

Rhode Island 279 26.5 39.8 17.2 10.4 7.9 72.0 6.5 1.1 6.8

South Carolina 3,705 21.2 31.3 36.4 10.1 10.0 71.8 8.3 3.4 9.0

South Dakota 1,395 21.1 19.1 22.4 6.1 16.1 60.1 6.4 2.6 7.1

Tennessee 10,346 20.1 24.3 23.0 5.9 7.6 58.0 4.6 2.0 5.3

Texas 32,587 21.8 30.8 20.1 10.8 10.3 62.4 5.7 2.1 6.2
Utah 2,165 20.6 18.1 19.3 8.4 11.1 52.5 7.3 2.8 8.3
Vermont 300 26.7 29.7 25.0 17.3 25.3 73.0 8.7 2.0 9.3
Virginia 11,283 21.2 30.0 17.7 9.4 9.0 58.3 6.9 3.2 7.8
Washington 9,167 16.7 33.3 19.5 10.9 13.8 62.2 8.4 4.4 10.6
West Virginia 3,523 22.1 19.2 20.2 8.7 13.6 56.9 7.2 3.1 8.2
Wisconsin 6,192 15.4 23.5 27.3 8.0 8.2 55.6 4.2 2.1 4.9
Wyoming 1,252 17.3 35.9 8.8 6.5 5.7 56.0 4.4 1.9 5.1
U.S. Total 344,963 21.7 29.1 21.3 8.7 9.4 62.0 5.6 2.3 6.3
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

Employment Reasons Social Reasons Personal Reasons Any

Other

Reason

(%)

Get 
First Job

(%)

Keep 
Current Job

(%)

Get Better
Job
(%)

Employer
Required

(%)

Any Employ.
Reason

(%)

Early
Release

(%)

Court 
Order

(%)

Public Asst.
Requirement

(%)

Any Social
Reason

(%)

Positive 
Role Model

(%)

Personal
Satisfaction

(%)

Any Personal
Reason

(%)

5.6 8.7 33.9 7.1 48.0 2.1 3.6 3.9 9.0 23.0 44.7 52.6 14.4
9.6 1.3 36.3 9.1 47.8 3.0 2.0 3.2 8.2 15.2 56.7 58.5 19.4
7.4 3.0 40.0 10.8 50.2 3.3 2.8 0.6 6.3 21.8 58.0 60.0 16.9
9.1 2.3 37.4 6.3 47.4 5.6 6.9 0.8 11.7 20.8 57.8 60.3 21.8
8.2 3.5 36.2 11.4 48.8 2.5 1.2 1.4 4.9 20.8 54.3 56.2 16.2
5.8 1.9 37.4 9.1 46.5 3.1 4.8 2.8 9.9 18.8 55.2 57.3 19.1
0.0 2.0 4.4 7.5 12.6 0.6 1.3 0.7 2.6 11.7 42.7 45.1 8.1
4.8 1.5 44.7 7.7 49.6 3.3 4.6 0.0 7.2 28.7 67.5 70.2 15.8

10.3 1.3 41.6 12.1 53.8 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.9 26.2 58.6 61.3 12.1
6.9 1.8 35.5 7.1 41.3 3.0 1.8 0.6 5.2 17.6 51.1 52.9 17.8
6.2 2.2 36.1 5.1 44.6 2.3 3.0 0.9 5.8 16.5 46.4 48.8 4.1

12.3 2.1 32.9 8.4 46.7 7.7 2.8 1.0 10.6 18.9 52.8 55.5 22.0
7.3 2.0 35.5 5.8 43.9 3.7 10.2 1.2 13.9 17.7 55.9 57.7 20.9
7.4 2.4 45.6 10.5 55.3 2.7 3.0 0.9 6.4 24.9 58.4 61.2 14.1
6.9 2.1 49.3 9.1 57.6 12.5 6.3 0.8 17.9 25.2 62.6 64.6 15.2
5.2 1.3 37.2 5.6 43.9 1.4 6.1 5.5 12.4 16.4 54.1 56.0 17.5
6.4 2.4 42.9 7.9 50.8 1.6 8.8 1.3 11.1 19.8 57.2 58.7 17.8
6.9 2.4 48.2 9.5 57.0 6.9 4.4 1.2 11.7 25.4 61.3 63.8 14.7
9.3 1.6 34.0 6.9 44.5 4.8 2.9 1.0 8.0 20.6 52.9 55.2 16.0
6.2 1.7 41.7 7.9 49.5 0.7 1.0 1.2 2.9 17.7 55.6 57.8 15.8
6.4 1.6 39.0 9.0 47.7 2.2 2.7 0.2 4.8 22.5 55.7 59.2 14.2
5.8 1.5 36.4 6.9 43.4 1.1 2.3 2.5 5.8 16.2 50.8 52.5 14.3
5.8 2.0 45.7 8.9 53.6 1.6 9.7 0.5 11.3 22.0 60.2 62.1 13.8
4.5 2.0 42.4 8.2 49.6 1.0 2.4 2.7 5.9 17.7 57.1 58.8 14.3

9.8 2.2 41.3 8.5 52.6 4.0 3.5 0.4 7.2 21.6 54.5 57.5 17.3

5.3 2.0 45.9 7.7 52.7 2.6 6.9 1.6 10.6 24.7 61.8 63.8 19.1

6.5 1.8 35.9 8.5 44.0 3.1 6.3 1.2 10.0 17.1 53.7 55.3 19.6

6.2 2.0 46.8 8.2 55.0 2.4 6.6 1.6 10.1 24.9 63.4 65.7 16.8

6.5 1.9 35.9 9.2 45.3 5.7 3.2 0.6 8.9 17.9 52.8 54.5 21.8

2.2 1.4 44.3 6.7 48.6 1.1 1.4 2.3 4.8 16.6 60.0 61.3 15.0

6.1 2.0 40.6 8.9 48.9 1.3 1.4 1.0 3.6 22.0 53.8 56.5 12.4

6.5 2.5 36.4 9.6 46.5 4.3 3.0 1.1 8.0 18.8 51.5 53.6 17.7

6.3 1.9 37.7 6.3 45.6 2.6 1.1 1.3 4.7 22.8 53.0 55.6 13.8

6.2 1.7 38.6 6.4 46.2 3.8 2.4 0.8 6.6 19.6 52.1 54.2 13.0

6.9 1.8 37.9 8.9 47.0 3.5 2.2 1.8 7.2 15.1 58.5 60.5 18.0

11.9 1.3 12.5 1.3 24.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 6.3 21.3 22.5 6.9

6.1 2.1 42.6 7.7 50.2 8.7 7.4 2.3 14.6 25.0 59.9 61.8 18.8

12.0 1.5 36.2 8.6 49.3 4.0 2.4 2.0 8.1 17.5 57.4 58.8 20.6

6.4 2.0 43.0 9.0 51.6 2.9 4.9 2.0 9.0 21.4 58.4 60.9 12.8

5.4 0.7 40.5 6.8 46.6 5.4 1.4 0.4 6.8 20.4 60.6 62.7 13.3

7.2 1.6 40.9 9.3 50.4 2.4 3.4 0.7 6.2 22.4 53.2 56.0 10.6

4.5 1.9 39.6 5.4 45.4 1.8 16.8 1.4 19.7 18.3 49.6 52.0 15.9

6.4 2.2 42.0 7.9 50.8 3.7 3.6 3.3 10.1 19.4 52.0 54.3 18.6

9.0 2.3 42.0 9.2 52.3 4.2 9.1 0.7 13.2 24.7 55.6 58.4 15.1

4.3 1.6 35.1 7.5 41.2 2.7 5.4 1.4 8.9 19.0 52.8 54.4 20.3

12.3 4.7 57.3 11.7 71.3 2.0 2.3 2.7 7.0 26.0 76.3 79.0 20.0

6.0 1.9 39.8 7.8 47.8 4.5 3.0 0.5 7.8 18.3 56.2 58.2 20.7

15.0 5.0 36.9 10.7 53.9 2.6 4.8 5.4 10.7 16.0 50.9 53.3 15.3

8.0 2.2 38.7 9.5 50.0 2.6 5.3 6.2 13.6 19.4 54.4 56.9 15.6

4.3 1.7 42.6 8.4 49.0 2.7 5.1 1.1 8.2 19.8 59.3 61.6 20.6

6.7 1.8 31.6 4.2 40.7 1.4 5.7 0.2 7.2 10.9 44.7 46.6 10.9

7.2 2.4 39.5 8.4 48.8 3.5 4.2 1.4 8.6 20.7 54.8 57.2 15.7

F O O T N O T E :
1 Percentage of passers giving each reason for testing is calculated by first dividing the total number of passers who indicated that 

reason by the total number of passers who indicated at least one reason in the jurisdiction, then multiplying that number by 100.
People who did not report any reason for testing were excluded from this calculation.
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T A B L E  11 B :

Percentage of Passers Reporting Various Reasons for Taking the GED Tests in Insular Areas and Freely Associated States

and Federal and Other Contracts1 : 2004

Jurisdiction
2

Passers

with Known

Reasons

(N)

Educational Reasons Military Reasons

Four-Year
College

(%)

Two-Year
College

(%)

Technical or
Trade Prog.

(%)

Skills
Certification

(%)

Job 
Training

(%)

Any Educ.
Reason

(%)

Military
Entrance

(%)

Military
Career

(%)

Any Military
Reason

(%)
American Samoa 8 37.5 50.0 0.0 12.5 12.5 87.5 12.5 12.5 12.5
Guam 193 38.9 18.1 11.4 9.3 3.6 59.1 29.0 14.5 32.6
Marshall Islands NA3 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Micronesia NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 15 13.3 13.3 0.0 13.3 0.0 33.3 20.0 0.0 20.0
Palau 9 33.3 44.4 11.1 0.0 0.0 77.8 22.2 11.1 22.2
Puerto Rico NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 82 36.6 15.9 17.1 11.0 8.5 65.9 3.7 1.2 4.9
IAFAS Subtotal 307 36.8 18.9 12.1 9.8 4.9 60.9 21.2 10.1 23.8

Federal Corr. Inst. 4,993 11.6 15.3 23.2 12.5 10.3 42.6 0.5 0.3 0.6
International 167 34.7 36.5 18.0 18.6 3.0 71.3 0.6 1.2 1.2
Michigan Prisons 1,681 8.5 15.6 25.3 14.6 13.1 40.6 0.5 0.2 0.5
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 723 36.8 22.7 9.7 7.3 5.0 58.2 12.6 35.7 42.9
VA Hospitals 1 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
7,565 13.8 16.6 22.3 12.6 10.2 44.3 1.6 3.7 4.6

Program Total 352,835 21.6 28.8 21.3 8.7 9.4 61.6 5.5 2.4 6.3



G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
I

2
0

0
4

71

Employment Reasons Social Reasons Personal Reasons Any

Other

Reason

(%)

Get 
First Job

(%)

Keep 
Current Job

(%)

Get Better
Job
(%)

Employer
Required

(%)

Any Employ.
Reason

(%)

Early
Release

(%)

Court 
Order

(%)

Public Asst.
Requirement

(%)

Any Social
Reason

(%)

Positive 
Role Model

(%)

Personal
Satisfaction

(%)

Any Personal
Reason

(%)

12.5 0.0 12.5 25.0 25.0 12.5 0.0 0.0 12.5 37.5 62.5 75.0 0.0

7.8 2.6 38.3 6.2 49.7 0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 24.9 55.4 58.5 9.8

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

13.3 0.0 33.3 0.0 46.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.3 40.0 53.3 6.7

11.1 0.0 44.4 0.0 44.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.1 11.1 11.1 11.1

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

6.1 2.4 41.5 11.0 51.2 0.0 2.4 1.2 3.7 12.2 41.5 42.7 20.7

7.8 2.3 38.4 7.5 49.2 0.3 0.7 1.0 2.0 20.8 49.8 53.1 12.4

4.0 1.1 35.3 10.1 40.2 4.6 7.1 0.5 11.0 27.5 69.1 72.6 16.1

6.6 1.8 31.1 7.2 40.1 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.2 12.0 42.5 44.3 16.8

5.7 1.8 31.2 10.6 37.5 14.8 30.3 1.2 41.0 24.4 64.2 67.0 21.5

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

2.6 2.5 24.8 9.3 32.8 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 15.2 56.8 57.3 14.4

0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0

4.3 1.4 33.3 10.1 38.9 6.4 11.4 0.6 16.5 25.3 66.3 69.3 17.1

7.2 2.3 39.4 8.5 48.5 3.6 4.4 1.4 8.7 20.8 55.1 57.4 15.8

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Percentage of passers giving each reason for testing is calculated by first dividing the total number of passers who indicated that 

reason by the total number of passers who indicated at least one reason in the jurisdiction, then multiplying that number by 100.
People who did not report any reason for testing were excluded from this calculation.

2 Canada is not included because the demographic survey is no longer routinely administered in Canadian jurisdictions.

3 NA = Not available

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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T A B L E  1 2 :

Trends in GED Testing, by U.S. Passers: 2002–041

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Statistics are based on the number of passers with available demographic information.

2 2002 is the first year in which the new 2002 GED Tests series was administered. The next tests series is scheduled to be published 
in 2011.

Year
Number 

Passed

Age

(avg.)

Highest Grade

Completed 

(avg.)

Planning 

Further Study 

(%)

Tested for 

Employment Reasons 

(%)

20022 329,515 23.4 10.2 63.3 47.7

2003 387,470 23.8 10.1 62.9 47.0

2004 405,724 24.7 10.0 62.0 48.8

Total 1,122,709

T A B L E  1 3 :

Trends in GED Testing, by Canadian Passers: 2002–041

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Statistics are based on the number of passers with available demographic information.

2 2002 is the first year in which the new 2002 GED Tests series was administered. The next tests series is scheduled to be published 
in 2011.

Source: GED Testing Service.

Year
Number

Passed

Age

(avg.)

20022 7,940 31.8

2003 7,492 29.9

2004 7,694 30.5

Total 23,126
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O T H E R - L A N G U A G E  G E D  T E S T S

In addition to the English-language version, the GED Tests
are available in Spanish- and French-language versions. In
2004, there was a decline in the number of candidates who
took Spanish-language and French-language tests from pre-
vious years.As shown in Exhibit 31, from 2003 to 2004 
the number of candidates who took Spanish-language tests
decreased by 42 percent. For candidates who tested in

French, the number decreased by more than 50 percent.The
increased testing in prior years followed by decreases in 2004
may reflect the introduction of new versions of the Spanish
and French tests in 2004, and the rule that candidates could
not carry over scores from previous years.A similar trend
was found for the new English version when it was intro-
duced in 2002 (see Exhibit 14).

Trends in GED Testing by All Candidates
S E C T I O N  I I I

E X H I B I T  31 :  

Number of Candidates Tested by Spanish- and French-Language GED Tests: 1999–2004
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Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.

51,896

45,631

50,036

53,971
59,182

1,261 1,507 1,716 1,222 1,913

Spanish French

836

34,575
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compared with 2003, a lower percentage of GED candidates
took the audiocassette tests in 2004, while Braille tests
increased from 2003 to 2004. Large print test administration
remained steady from 2003 to 2004.

S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  G E D  T E S T S

Overall, 1,561 candidates took at least one special edition
GED Test in 2004 (see Table 15, pages 78–79): 744 candi-
dates took an audiocassette edition, 35 took a Braille edition,
and 782 took a large print edition.As shown in Exhibit 32,

E X H I B I T  3 2 :

Percentage of Candidates Who Took Special Edition GED Tests: 1995–2004
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TA B L E  1 4 :  Number of GED Candidates Tested, by Language: 2004

TA B L E  1 5 : Number of GED Candidates Tested, by Special Edition of GED Tests: 2004

TA B L E  1 6 :  Number of Credentials Issued, by Tests Series (1943–2001) and Number of GED Passers, by 2002 Tests 
Series (2002–04)

TA B L E  17:  Trends in GED Testing,All Candidates: 1949–2004

Section III: Tables
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T A B L E  1 4 :

Number of GED Candidates Tested, by Language: 2004

Jurisdiction
Total Number

Tested

Language1

English French Spanish

Alabama 12,555 12,524 0 31

Alaska 2,947 2,943 0 4

Arizona 15,119 14,395 0 724

Arkansas 7,534 7,477 0 57

California 48,398 43,414 0 4,984

Colorado 14,568 13,678 0 890

Connecticut 4,824 4,622 0 202

Delaware 491 491 0 0

District of Columbia 1,058 990 8 60

Florida 39,820 39,199 0 621

Georgia 32,228 31,827 12 389

Hawaii 1,850 1,835 0 15

Idaho 5,511 5,445 0 66

Illinois 25,180 23,278 14 1,888

Indiana 12,922 12,847 2 73

Iowa 6,412 6,367 0 45

Kansas 4,709 4,595 1 113

Kentucky 14,027 13,924 0 103

Louisiana 10,931 10,914 0 17

Maine 3,996 3,986 3 7

Maryland 8,622 8,577 0 45

Massachusetts 11,502 11,258 0 244

Michigan 19,829 19,661 2 166

Minnesota 10,711 10,571 0 140

Mississippi 11,695 11,690 0 5

Missouri 11,178 11,105 0 73

Montana 3,167 3,164 0 3

Nebraska 3,975 3,896 0 79

Nevada 5,307 5,131 0 176

New Hampshire 2,291 2,277 1 13

New Jersey 12,670 11,737 1 932

New Mexico 7,844 7,464 0 380

New York 45,725 41,711 551 3,463

North Carolina 22,812 22,093 1 718

North Dakota 1,737 1,735 0 2

Ohio 18,971 18,938 0 33

Oklahoma 10,111 9,949 1 161

Oregon 12,302 11,824 2 476

Pennsylvania 22,528 22,193 9 326

Rhode Island 3,111 2,938 2 171

South Carolina 6,952 6,898 1 53

South Dakota 2,499 2,499 0 0

Tennessee 14,653 14,538 1 114

Texas 60,430 56,240 1 4,189

Utah 6,588 6,432 0 156

Vermont 1,505 1,505 0 0

Virginia 17,843 17,660 4 179

Washington 20,596 19,961 0 635

West Virginia 5,052 5,051 0 1

Wisconsin 16,806 16,320 0 486

Wyoming 1,835 1,824 0 11

U.S. Subtotal 665,927 641,591 617 23,719

American Samoa 49 49 0 0

Guam 283 283 0 0

Marshall Islands 3 3 0 0

Micronesia NA2 NA NA NA

N. Mariana Islands 68 68 0 0

Palau 60 60 0 0

Puerto Rico 10,375 377 0 9,998

Virgin Islands 145 138 0 7

IAFAS Subtotal 10,983 978 0 10,005
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Jurisdiction
Total Number 

Tested

Language1

English French Spanish

Alberta 1,983 1,982 1 0
British Columbia 1,423 1,420 3 0
Manitoba 344 343 1 0
New Brunswick 1,208 1,012 196 0
Newfoundland 120 120 0 0
Northwest Territories NA NA NA NA
Nova Scotia 1,235 1,233 2 0
Nunavut NA NA NA NA
Ontario 4,086 4,070 16 0
Prince Edward Island 344 344 0 0
Quebec NA NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 1,543 1,543 0 0
Yukon Territory 27 27 0 0
Canada Subtotal 12,313 12,094 219 0

Federal Corr. Inst. 8,174 7,363 0 811
International 1,562 1,562 0 0
Michigan Prisons 4,468 4,430 0 38
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 935 933 0 2
VA Hospitals 3 3 0 0
Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
15,142 14,291 0 851

Program Total 704,365 668,954 836 34,575

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Candidates who tested in multiple languages were classified according to their predominate test language.

2 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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Jurisdiction

Total

Number 

Tested

Standard 

Print

Special Edition1

Audiocassette Braille Large Print

Alabama 12,555 12,528 13 5 9
Alaska 2,947 2,942 5 0 0
Arizona 15,119 15,119 0 0 0
Arkansas 7,534 7,516 11 1 6
California 48,398 48,378 3 3 14
Colorado 14,568 14,546 17 0 5
Connecticut 4,824 4,824 0 0 0
Delaware 491 491 0 0 0
District of Columbia 1,058 1,045 1 0 12
Florida 39,820 39,820 0 0 0
Georgia 32,228 32,166 46 4 12
Hawaii 1,850 1,850 0 0 0
Idaho 5,511 5,509 0 0 2
Illinois 25,180 25,151 18 0 11
Indiana 12,922 12,918 4 0 0
Iowa 6,412 6,402 4 0 6
Kansas 4,709 4,685 7 0 17
Kentucky 14,027 13,981 8 0 38
Louisiana 10,931 10,916 9 2 4
Maine 3,996 3,993 2 0 1
Maryland 8,622 8,613 2 0 7
Massachusetts 11,502 11,484 4 0 14
Michigan 19,829 19,798 7 0 24
Minnesota 10,711 10,699 8 1 3
Mississippi 11,695 11,682 9 0 4
Missouri 11,178 11,166 7 0 5
Montana 3,167 3,149 4 0 14
Nebraska 3,975 3,972 3 0 0
Nevada 5,307 5,302 3 0 2
New Hampshire 2,291 2,288 1 0 2
New Jersey 12,670 12,670 0 0 0
New Mexico 7,844 7,840 2 1 1
New York 45,725 45,441 197 9 78
North Carolina 22,812 22,800 8 1 3
North Dakota 1,737 1,705 29 0 3
Ohio 18,971 18,919 19 4 29
Oklahoma 10,111 10,089 6 0 16
Oregon 12,302 12,208 58 0 36
Pennsylvania 22,528 22,514 4 0 10
Rhode Island 3,111 3,111 0 0 0
South Carolina 6,952 6,918 2 0 32
South Dakota 2,499 2,494 1 0 4
Tennessee 14,653 14,644 3 0 6
Texas 60,430 60,343 19 2 66
Utah 6,588 6,586 1 0 1
Vermont 1,505 1,497 4 0 4
Virginia 17,843 17,761 21 0 61
Washington 20,596 20,523 71 2 0
West Virginia 5,052 5,046 5 0 1
Wisconsin 16,806 16,754 39 0 13
Wyoming 1,835 1,826 9 0 0
U.S. Subtotal 665,927 664,622 694 35 576

American Samoa 49 49 0 0 0
Guam 283 283 0 0 0
Marshall Islands 3 3 0 0 0
Micronesia NA2 NA NA NA NA
N. Mariana Islands 68 68 0 0 0
Palau 60 60 0 0 0
Puerto Rico3 NA NA NA NA NA
Virgin Islands 145 145 0 0 0
IAFAS Subtotal 608 608 0 0 0

T A B L E  1 5 :  

Number of GED Candidates Tested, by Special Edition of GED Tests: 2004
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Jurisdiction

Total

Number 

Tested

Standard 

Print

Special Edition1

Audiocassette Braille Large Print

Alberta 1,983 1,983 0 0 0
British Columbia 1,423 1,423 0 0 0
Manitoba 344 344 0 0 0
New Brunswick 1,208 1,208 0 0 0
Newfoundland 120 120 0 0 0
Northwest Territories NA NA NA NA NA
Nova Scotia 1,235 1,235 0 0 0
Nunavut NA NA NA NA NA
Ontario 4,086 3,984 0 0 102
Prince Edward Island 344 344 0 0 0
Quebec NA NA NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 1,543 1,506 34 0 3
Yukon Territory 27 27 0 0 0
Canada Subtotal 12,313 12,174 34 0 105

Federal Corr. Inst. 8,174 8,150 13 0 11
International 1,562 1,562 0 0 0
Michigan Prisons 4,468 4,375 3 0 90
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military 935 935 0 0 0
VA Hospitals 3 3 0 0 0
Federal and Other 

Contracts Subtotal
15,142 15,025 16 0 101

Program Total 693,990 692,429 744 35 782

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Candidates who tested on multiple special editions were classified according to their predominate special edition.

2 NA = Not available.

3 Statistics for test editions in Puerto Rico were not reported. 

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.
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T A B L E  1 6 :

Number of Credentials Issued, by Tests Series (1943–2001), and Number of GED Passers, by 2002 Tests Series (2002–04)

Jurisdiction

Number of Credentials Issued by Tests Series
1 Number of GED Passers

1942 Series 
(1943–77)

1978 Series 
(1978–87)

1988 Series 
(1988–2001)

2002 Series 
(2002–04)

Alabama 71,313 98,536 109,797 20,089
Alaska 16,444 22,934 24,578 4,984
Arizona 32,783 74,907 134,375 24,323
Arkansas 22,799 64,034 103,619 16,953
California 35,783 92,111 466,628 72,950
Colorado 36,104 74,473 112,234 24,432
Connecticut 25,164 43,583 64,975 8,272
Delaware 4,908 9,109 12,453 1,132
District of Columbia 12,715 10,183 9,854 1,386
Florida 78,464 283,713 463,198 81,426
Georgia 54,105 124,549 244,430 49,158
Hawaii 9,157 15,520 19,648 3,590
Idaho 4,351 10,879 11,204 8,060
Illinois 69,335 178,896 214,527 42,417
Indiana 4,090 87,758 173,195 26,819
Iowa 24,310 52,913 74,054 10,431
Kansas 42,559 69,923 83,677 11,152
Kentucky 53,726 123,838 168,672 26,577
Louisiana 57,111 105,618 109,318 21,049
Maine 14,165 26,868 45,362 6,335
Maryland 40,451 79,174 83,753 15,050
Massachusetts 38,124 101,496 132,764 19,743
Michigan 62,677 132,314 202,884 29,049
Minnesota 31,950 63,634 91,696 17,595
Mississippi 32,399 76,093 87,968 17,924
Missouri 72,075 62,193 129,060 22,630
Montana 13,885 20,781 28,542 5,850
Nebraska 10,590 27,149 32,988 5,683
Nevada 7,838 21,019 50,151 11,066
New Hampshire 9,189 19,035 27,563 4,252
New Jersey 83,391 128,636 121,048 16,215
New Mexico 29,943 48,659 68,107 11,445
New York 226,058 414,955 504,186 73,842
North Carolina 68,458 151,707 197,397 29,509
North Dakota 5,920 11,777 12,908 2,609
Ohio 38,595 125,877 252,135 30,542
Oklahoma 31,489 64,954 97,449 20,235
Oregon 32,038 78,148 114,071 20,117
Pennsylvania 86,887 195,023 248,893 38,331
Rhode Island 15,208 27,742 33,082 3,242
South Carolina 17,308 48,291 77,635 13,389
South Dakota 9,594 15,398 17,802 3,727
Tennessee 42,138 132,180 176,425 30,117
Texas 222,442 427,882 668,216 98,043
Utah 1,353 7,272 53,093 13,742
Vermont 5,392 14,307 16,669 1,918
Virginia 50,912 105,176 142,366 30,404
Washington 38,868 95,355 163,178 32,841
West Virginia 28,289 58,153 57,814 9,892
Wisconsin 28,506 89,948 87,897 18,868
Wyoming 6,513 14,633 17,061 2,643
U.S. Subtotal 2,057,866 4,848,616 6,792,917 1,112,048

American Samoa 310 199 186 18
Guam 1,098 1,246 1,979 315
Marshall Islands2 NA NA 134 7
Micronesia 2 NA3 201 577 7
N. Mariana Islands NA NA 148 43
Palau2 NA NA 119 23
Puerto Rico 7,004 91,886 138,691 30,035
Virgin Islands 830 1,411 1,812 299
IAFAS Subtotal 10,812 94,943 143,646 30,747
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Jurisdiction

Number of Credentials Issued by Tests Series
1 Number of GED Passers

1942 Series 
(1943–77)

1978 Series 
(1978–87)

1988 Series 
(1988–2001)

2002 Series 
(2002–04)

Alberta4 NA 14,248 28,666 3,844
British Columbia 12,992 36,046 40,534 3,262
Manitoba 14,204 14,252 13,265 946
New Brunswick 1,108 11,269 16,167 1,985
Newfoundland 2,866 7,544 6,260 269
Northwest Territories 212 957 1,068 NA
Nova Scotia 7,784 18,387 25,379 2,103
Nunavut5 NA NA NA 5
Ontario6 NA NA 12,208 7,878
Prince Edward Island 1,721 2,405 3,256 576
Quebec7 NA NA NA NA
Saskatchewan 10,824 23,850 22,607 2,141
Yukon Territory 50 698 677 42
Canada Subtotal 51,761 129,656 170,087 23,051

Federal Corr. Inst. NA NA NA 12,302
International NA NA NA 1,954
Michigan Prisons NA NA NA 4,829
Overseas: Non-Military NA NA NA NA
Overseas: Military NA NA NA NA
CONUS Military NA NA NA 1,647
VA Hospitals NA NA NA 5

Federal and Other

Contracts Subtotal
NA NA NA 20,737

Program Total 2,118,869 5,073,215 7,106,650 1,186,583

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Number of credentials issued before 1971 were estimated by multiplying the total number of test takers by the percentage of people

who met state score requirements in that year.

2 Before 1998, data for the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands were 
reported under the category “Micronesia.” All three jurisdictions are self-governing and have free-association status with the United
States of America.

3 NA = Not available.

4 Alberta initiated GED Testing in 1981.

5 Nunavut initiated GED Testing in 2003.

6 Ontario initiated GED Testing in 1996.

7 Quebec initiated GED Testing in 2001.

Source: GED Testing Service.
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T A B L E  17 :

Trends in GED Testing, All Candidates: 1949–2004

Year

Total Number 

Tested 

(N)

Completed 

Battery of Tests1

(N)

Passed 

Battery of Tests

(%)

Age

(avg.)

Average Grade

Completed

(avg.)

Planning Further

Study

(%)

1942 Tests Series

1949 39,016 NA2 77.7 NA NA NA
1950 36,853 NA 77.7 NA NA NA
1951 25,584 NA 77.7 NA NA NA
1952 29,733 NA 77.7 NA NA NA
1953 32,533 NA 77.7 NA NA 39.0
1954 42,141 NA 80.0 NA NA NA
1955 44,840 NA 79.0 NA NA 46.0
1956 52,552 NA 77.0 NA NA 43.0
1957 52,847 NA 76.0 NA NA 35.0
1958 58,723 NA 78.0 27.0 10.0 38.0
1959 56,496 NA 76.0 28.0 10.0 36.0
1960 61,093 NA 77.0 29.0 10.0 31.0
1961 68,080 NA 74.0 29.0 10.0 34.0
1962 75,428 NA 75.0 29.0 10.0 34.0
1963 88,242 NA 71.0 29.0 10.0 33.0
1964 116,875 NA 73.0 29.0 10.0 32.5
1965 143,974 NA 72.0 29.0 9.7 38.0
1966 185,778 NA 71.7 29.3 9.8 35.0
1967 218,386 NA 70.0 29.5 9.7 36.0
1968 265,499 NA 69.4 29.5 9.7 39.9
1969 293,451 NA 71.7 29.4 9.7 37.3
1970 331,534 NA 70.8 29.1 9.7 40.1
1971 387,733 NA 68.7 28.0 9.8 41.2
1972 430,346 NA 67.4 27.4 9.8 44.3
1973 440,216 NA 68.2 25.1 9.8 42.0
1974 561,203 430,253 68.9 27.2 10.7 40.0
1975 687,426 541,914 70.2 25.1 10.0 42.1
1976 696,623 539,729 67.8 25.4 10.0 39.4
1977 715,116 517,847 69.7 25.0 10.0 37.8
Subtotal 6,238,321 2,029,743

1978 Tests Series

1978 674,724 495,728 NA 25.9 9.9 35.6
1979 773,996 608,229 68.4 25.3 10.0 40.8
1980 816,176 741,601 70.8 25.1 10.0 36.6
1981 804,813 732,229 72.1 25.1 9.9 46.1
1982 792,132 724,971 73.9 25.1 9.9 48.4
1983 772,080 711,946 73.1 25.4 9.8 48.6
1984 707,076 641,697 73.0 25.8 9.8 49.1
1985 711,392 647,496 72.4 25.8 9.8 51.3
1986 739,683 674,430 72.6 26.5 9.9 54.8
1987 758,367 690,509 74.1 26.7 9.9 49.7
Subtotal 7,550,439 6,668,836

1988 Tests Series

1988 734,087 651,247 72.3 26.7 9.9 47.5
1989 682,728 589,002 68.4 26.2 10.0 53.6
1990 763,618 662,789 69.9 26.5 9.9 56.5
1991 806,038 706,182 71.5 26.4 9.9 58.6
1992 790,565 688,582 71.4 26.6 9.9 61.4
1993 790,165 685,304 71.4 26.0 9.9 61.7
1994 822,537 712,421 73.0 25.6 9.9 65.6
1995 829,904 723,899 72.0 25.3 9.9 63.7
1996 867,802 758,570 71.7 25.0 9.9 64.4
1997 827,105 722,461 68.6 24.7 9.9 65.4
1998 822,181 718,464 70.9 24.6 9.9 67.6
1999 860,079 751,637 70.2 24.6 9.9 65.0
2000 860,684 747,617 69.5 24.7 9.9 66.2
2001 1,069,899 979,829 69.8 25.2 9.9 65.5
Subtotal 11,527,392 10,098,004

2002 Tests Series

2002 603,019 510,451 70.6 25.2 10.1 63.3
2003 703,512 596,283 69.1 25.0 10.0 62.6
2004 704,365 604,927 70.2 25.0 10.0 61.6
Subtotal 2,010,896 1,711,661

Program Total 27,327,048 20,508,244

F O O T N O T E S :
1 Number of test takers completing the battery of tests was not collected before 1974.
2 NA = Not available.

Source: GED Testing Service.
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T H E  G E D  T E S T I N G  P R O G R A M  I S  A  P A R T N E R -
S H I P.

• The GED Testing Program is an international partnership
involving the GED Testing Service, each of the 50 U.S.
states and the District of Columbia, the Canadian 
jurisdictions, the U.S. territories, and the U.S. military.
The GED Testing Service (GEDTS)—part of the
American Council on Education, a private, nonprofit
organization—develops and delivers the GED Tests and
establishes the test administration standards.All U.S. and
participating Canadian jurisdictions administer the GED
Tests and award their high school credentials to adults
who pass all five of the GED Tests and meet the average
score requirement across the five tests.

• In total, the jurisdictions operate more than 3,200
Official GED Testing Centers worldwide. Each jurisdic-
tion sets the number and location of the testing centers.
The number of U.S. testing centers ranges from one each
in the District of Columbia and South Carolina to more
than 200 in California and New York.Test Center profile
data in 2004 indicated that adults can take the GED Tests
throughout the year, with more than 48 percent of the
centers offering them at least once a week and 87 percent
at least once a month.

• At the request of the military, the GED Tests were first
developed in 1942 to help returning World War II veter-
ans finish their studies and reenter civilian life. Since that
time, the military has continued to offer the GED Tests to
the men and women who serve our country.The
Defense Activity for Nontraditional Education Support
(DANTES) administers the GED Tests at more than 450
Official GED Testing Centers throughout the world.

• The GED Tests first became available to civilians in 1947
when the state of New York implemented a program to
award its high school diploma to those who passed the
tests. In 1973, California became the last state to join the
GED Testing Program. Over its 60-year history, the GED
Testing Program has served as a bridge to further educa-
tion and employment with more than 15 million people
passing the battery of GED tests.

• The GED Testing Service does not receive federal funds.
States, Canadian jurisdictions, and localities lease the
GED Tests under strict contractual guidelines that specify
the use, administration, and security of the tests.

For more information on the GED Testing Program, visit
www.gedtest.org.

G E D  T E S T I N G  S E R V I C E  S TA F F

Office of the Executive Director
Benjamin F. Quillian, Senior Vice President, Business &   

Operations, and Interim Executive Director
Cassandra Alston Cook,Assistant Director
Raghu Nath, Senior PeopleSoft Analyst
Nana Ofori-Ansah, Program Coordinator
Bernard Jones,Administrative Assistant
Aliyyah Ferguson, Customer Service Assistant

Partner Outreach
Robert Mason, Director
Sheree Link,Assistant Director for Security and Training
Patricia Jones, Program Manager
Mario Payne,Assistant Director
George Anderson, Federal Customer Service Manager
Debra Louallen-Cole, Project Coordinator

Test Development
Lyn Schaefer, Director 
Kim Mullin,Administrative Assistant
Carol Ezzelle, Psychometrician 
Adora Beard, Program Associate
Chhaya Rao,Test Specialist, Other Languages/Editions
Ruth Johnston,Test Specialist, Social Studies
Mary Grace Snyder,Test Specialist, Language Arts, Reading
Kenn Pendleton,Test Specialist, Mathematics
John Reier,Test Specialist, Language Arts,Writing
Usha Paulson,Test Specialist, Science
David Messersmith, Manager, Information Technology

Research and Program Evaluation
Stephen J. Ruffini, Director
Karen Douglas, Research Associate
Zenitta Anderson, Project Manager

About the GED Testing Program
S E C T I O N  I V
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T A B L E  1 8 :

Policies1 for Issuing High School Equivalency Credentials Based on GED Tests, by Jurisdiction: 2004

Jurisdiction
Test

Centers

Minimum Scores
2

and

Jurisdiction Specific

Requirements

Residency Requirements
Testing Fee 

for Battery

Minimum

Age for

Testing
3

Minimum

Age for

Credential
3

Compulsory

Attendance

United States Without Special Conditions

Alabama 50 410 min & 450 avg legal resident of Alabama $50 18 18 16

Alaska 26 410 min & 450 avg resident of Alaska
$25 max., determined
by each center

18 18 16

Arizona 34 410 min & 450 avg none $50 average 18 18 16

Arkansas 58
410 min & 450 avg
Must pass the Official
GED Practice Test

legal resident of Arkansas none 18 18 17

California 196 410 min & 450 avg resident or in armed forces; see policy
$20 (varies; determined
by each center)

18 18 18

Colorado 34 410 min & 450 avg resident or address of record in state $65–$100 17 17 16

Connecticut4 23 410 min & 450 avg in-state mailing address $13 age 21 and over 17 17 16

Delaware 6 410 min & 450 avg resident of Delaware $75 18 18 16

District of Columbia 1
410 min & 450 avg
Must complete the
Official GED Practice Test

resident of the District of Columbia $40 18 18 18

Florida 82 410 min & 450 avg resident of Florida $50 max. 18 18 18

Georgia 47 410 min & 450 avg none $55 18 18 16

Hawaii 12

410 min & 450 avg
Must earn semester’s
credit from Community
School for Adults

none; see policy $55 17 17 18

Idaho 8
410 min & 450 avg 
Must pass course in
American Government

resident of Idaho varies 18 18 16

Illinois 69
410 min & 450 avg  
Must pass state
civic/constitution exam

resident $35 18 18 16

Indiana 69
410 min & 450 avg
Must pass the Official
GED Practice Test

30 days $60 max. 17 17 16

Iowa 15 410 min & 450 avg resident of Iowa $55 17 17 16

Kansas 27 410 min & 450 avg legal resident $68 18 18 18

Kentucky 50
410 min & 450 avg
Must pass the Official
GED Practice Test

in-state mailing address $40 19 19 16

Louisiana 46 410 min & 450 avg none $40 17 17 17

Maine 80
410 min & 450 avg
Must pass the Official
GED Practice Test

none none for residents 18 18 17

Maryland 22 410 min & 450 avg 90 days $45 16 16 16

Massachusetts 32 410 min & 450 avg resident of Massachusetts $65 18 18 16

Michigan 125 410 min & 450 avg none varies (up to $200) 16 18 16

Minnesota 45 410 min & 450 avg resident of Minnesota $65–$85 19 19 18

Mississippi 42 410 min & 450 avg 30 days or active duty military $40 18 18 17

Missouri 27 410 min & 450 avg resident of Missouri $40 18 18 16

Montana 22 410 min & 450 avg resident of Montana $48 17 17 16

Nebraska 33 410 min & 450 avg 30 days varies ($0–$50) 18 18 16

Nevada 22 410 min & 450 avg resident of Nevada; see policy $50 18 18 17

New Hampshire 18 410 min & 450 avg resident of New Hampshire $55 18 18 16

New Jersey 31 410 min & 450 avg resident of New Jersey $25 18 18 16

New Mexico 29 410 min & 450 avg resident of New Mexico varies 18 18 18

New York 179 410 min & 450 avg 30 days none 19 19 16

North Carolina 77 410 min & 450 avg resident or in armed forces; see policy $7.50 18 18 16

North Dakota 20 410 min & 450 avg none varies ($50–$100) 18 18 16

Ohio 109 410 min & 450 avg none $55 19 19 18

Oklahoma 53 410 min & 450 avg documented resident of Oklahoma varies 18 18 18

Oregon 40 410 min & 450 avg none varies ($75–$100) 18 18 18

Pennsylvania 112 410 min & 450 avg resident of Pennsylvania varies ($55–$85) 18 18 17

Rhode Island 10 410 min & 450 avg resident or in armed forces $55 18 18 16
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Jurisdiction
Test

Centers

Minimum Scores
2

and

Jurisdiction Specific

Requirements

Residency Requirements
Testing Fee 

for Battery

Minimum

Age for

Testing
3

Minimum

Age for

Credential
3

Compulsory

Attendance

South Carolina 1 410 min & 450 avg
resident of South Carolina or last
attended school in state

$60–$120 17 17 16

South Dakota 19 410 min & 450 avg none $60 19 19 16

Tennessee 36
410 min & 450 avg
Must pass the Official
GED Practice Test

none $55–$65 18 18 17

Texas 179 410 min & 450 avg resident of Texas varies 18 18 18

Utah 20 410 min & 450 avg none $55 18 18 18

Vermont 13 410 min & 450 avg must have Vermont mailing address $50–$75 16 16 16

Virginia 66 410 min & 450 avg resident of Virginia $35 18 18 18

Washington 56 410 min & 450 avg bona fide resident of Washington Up to $75 19 19 18

West Virginia 53 410 min & 450 avg none $50 19 19 16

Wisconsin 75

410 min & 450 avg
Satisfy additional
requirements in 
citizenship, health,
career awareness, and
employability skills

resident of Wisconsin for 10 days
varies ($0–$100/
5 tests)

18.5 18.5 18

Wyoming 28 410 min & 450 avg resident of Wyoming varies up to $60 18 18 16

United States Insular and Freely Associated States Without Special Conditions

American Samoa 1 410 min & 450 avg bona fide resident $20 18 18 NA5

Guam 1 410 min & 450 avg resident; see policy for exceptions $25 16 16 NA 

Marshall Islands 1 410 min & 450 avg citizen or 30 days resident $7.50 17 17 NA 

Micronesia 1 410 min & 450 avg citizen or current resident $7.50 17 17 NA 

Northern Mariana Islands 1 410 min & 450 avg none $25 per section 18 18 NA 

Palau 1 410 min & 450 avg resident of Palau $25 18 18 NA 

Puerto Rico 11 410 min & 450 avg resident or U.S. citizen none 18 18 NA 

Virgin Islands 1 450 minimum none $25 16 16 NA 

Canada Without Special Conditions

Alberta 18 450 minimum resident of Alberta $80–$160 18 18 NA 

British Columbia 1 450 minimum resident of British Columbia $60 19 19 NA 

Manitoba 1 450 minimum none $65 19 19 NA 

New Brunswick 2 450 minimum no residency requirements $40 19 19 NA 

Newfoundland 1 450 minimum resident of Newfoundland $30 19 19 NA 

Northwest Territories 1 450 minimum six months $20 18 18 NA 

Nova Scotia 1 450 minimum not required $37 19 19 NA 

Nunavut 2 450 minimum Resident of Nunavut none 18 18 NA 

Ontario 1 450 minimum resident of Ontario $80 18 18 NA 

Prince Edward Island 1 450 minimum resident of Prince Edward Island $20 18 18 NA 

Quebec 1 450 minimum resident, citizen, or landed immigrant $45 19 19 NA 

Saskatchewan 1 450 minimum resident of Saskatchewan $35 19 19 NA 

Yukon Territory 1 450 minimum resident of Yukon $65 19 19 NA 

F O O T N O T E S :
1 See jurisdictional requirements in the GED Examiner’s Manual for exceptions, limitations, and additional fees, or contact the 

jurisdictional GED Administrator (listing on pages 87–91).

2 Minimum scores of “410 and 450” mean that a person must achieve a standard score of at least 410 on each test and must achieve
an average standard score of 450 or more on the entire battery.

3 In most—but not all—jurisdictions, exceptions to the minimum age policy are granted on a case-by-case basis. For more information,
contact the jurisdictional GED Administrator (listing on pages 87–91).

4 Connecticut offers free GED testing for persons under age 21.

5 NA = Not available.

Source: 2004 GED Testing Service.





GEORGIA

Kimberly Lee
GED Administrator
Georgia Dept. of Technical and Adult Ed.
1800 Century Place NE, Suite 555
Atlanta, GA 30345-4304
(404) 679-1621

HAWAII

Iris Mizuguchi
Chief Examiner
Sch Improv/Comm Leadership Branch
Community Education Section
1270 Queen Emma Street, Room 409
Honolulu, HI 96813
(808) 586-3124

IDAHO

Cheryl Engel
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
Len B. Jordan
650 W. State Street
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0027
(208) 426-3284

ILLINOIS

Jennifer K. Foster
GED Administrator
Illinois Community College Board
401 E. Capitol Avenue
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 785-0123

INDIANA

Nancy Waite
GED Administrator
Indiana Dept. of Education
Division of Adult Education
GED Testing Program
State House, Room 229
Indianapolis, IN 46204
(317) 232-0523

COLORADO

William Furney
GED Administrator
Colorado Department of Education
GED Testing Program
201 E. Colfax Avenue, Room 100
Denver, CO 80203
(303) 866-6942

CONNECTICUT

Carl Paternostro
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
Bureau of Adult Ed. and Nutrition
Programs
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06457
(860) 807-2110

DELAWARE

Fran Tracy-Mumford
Chief Examiner
Department of Education
Collette Education Resource Center
35 Commerce Way, Suite 1
Dover, DE 11904
(302) 739-3743

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

James L. Williams
GED Administrator
University of the District of Columbia
GED Office, Lower Level
4200 Connecticut Avenue NW
MB 1005
Washington, DC 20008
(202) 274-7175

FLORIDA

Christine Davis
GED Administrator
Bureau of Program Planning &
Development
Turlington Building
325 West Gaines Street, Room 634
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400
(850) 245-0449

ALABAMA

Nace J. Macaluso
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
GED Testing Program
Department of Postsecondary Education
401 Adams Avenue, Suite 280
Montgomery, AL 36104-4353
(334) 353-4882

ALASKA

Amy Iutzi
ABE/GED State Director
Dept. Labor & Workforce Dev.
ES Division
1111 W. Eighth Street
P.O. Box 25509
Juneau, AK 99802-5509
(907) 465-8727

ARIZONA

Karen Liersch
Director, Adult Education
State Department of Education
ADE-Adult Education, Bin VIR
1535 West Jefferson
Phoenix, AZ 85007
(602) 258-2410

ARKANSAS

Janice Hanlon
GED Test Administrator
AR Department of Workforce Education
#3 Capitol Mall
Luther S. Harden Bldg., Room 305D
Little Rock, AR 72201-1083
(501) 682-1980

CALIFORNIA

Richard Diaz
GED Administrator
CA Department of Education
State GED Office
1430 N. Street, Suite 5408
Sacramento, CA 95814
(800) 331-6316
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GED Administrators 
(as of December 21, 2005)
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IOWA

John Hartwig
GED Administrator
Department of Education
Division of Community Colleges
Grimes State Office Building
Des Moines, IA 50319-0146
(515) 281-3636

KANSAS

Madison Husman
GED Administrator
Kansas Board of Regents
1000 SW Jackson Street, Suite 520
Topeka, KS 66612-1368
(785) 291-3038

KENTUCKY

Brenda J. Helton
Chief Examiner
Kentucky Adult Education
Council on Postsecondary Education
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 250
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 573-5114

LOUISIANA

Debi K. Faucette
Director, Adult Ed. & Training
LA Department of Education
1201 North Third Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(504) 342-3513

MAINE

J. Andrew McMahan
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
State House Station #23
Augusta, ME 04333-0023
(207) 624-6754

MARYLAND

Patricia Alvey
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
(410) 767-0068

MASSACHUSETTS

Ruth Derfler
GED Administrator
Mass. Dept. of Education
GED Office
350 Main Street
Malden, MA 2148
(781) 338-6604

MICHIGAN

Ben Williams
GED Administrator
MI Department of Career Development
Office of Adult Ed.-GED Testing
201 N. Washington Square
Victor Building, Third Floor
Lansing, MI 48913
(517) 373-1692

MINNESOTA

Patrick Rupp
GED Administrator
Dept. of Children, Familes & Learning
1500 Highway 36 West
Roseville, MN 55113
(651) 582-8437

MISSISSIPPI

Eloise Richardson
GED Administrator
State Board for Comm./Jr. Colleges
3825 Ridgewood Road
Jackson, MS 39211
(601) 432-6481

MISSOURI

Bill Poteet
GED Administrator
State Dept. of Elem. and Sec. Education
205 Jefferson Street
P.O. Box 480
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(573) 751-3504

MONTANA

David Strong
GED Administrator
Office of Public Instruction
1300 11th Avenue
Box 202501
Helena, MT 59620-2501
(406) 444-4438

NEBRASKA

Vicki L. Bauer
Director, Adult Education
Nebraska Department of Education
Adult Education
301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
(402) 471-4807

NEVADA

Mary Moen
GED Administrator
Nevada Department of Education
Workforce Education
700 East Fifth Street
Carson City, NV 89701
(775) 687-9114

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Deborah Tasker
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
Bureau of Adult Education
Division of Adult Learning and Rehab.
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 20
Concord, NH 3301
(603) 271-6698

NEW JERSEY

Robert M. Berezny
GED Administrator
Office of School-to-Career & Coll. Init.
NJ Department of Education
100 River View Plaza
P.O. Box 500
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500
(609) 633-0655

NEW MEXICO

Lisa G. Salazar
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
300 Don Gaspar, Room 122
Sante Fe, NM 87501-2786
(505) 827-6507

NEW YORK

Patricia Mooney
GED Administrator
New York State Education Dept.
89 Washington Avenue, Room 775 EBA
Albany, NY 12234
(518) 486-2182

NORTH CAROLINA

Lou Ann Parker
GED Administrator
NC Community College System
5015 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-5024
(919) 807-7214



VIRGINIA

Robert MacGillivray
GED Administrator
Virginia Office of Adult Education
Department of Education
101 North 14th Street
P.O. Box 2120
Richmond, VA 23218-2120
(804) 371-2333

WASHINGTON

Alleyne Bruch
GED Administrator
State Board for Community and Technical
Colleges
319 Seventh Avenue
P.O. Box 42495
Olympia, WA 98504-2495
(360) 704-4321

WEST VIRGINIA

Debra Kimbler
GED Administrator
WV Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Bldg 6, Room 250
Charleston, WV 25305-0330
(304) 558-6315

WISCONSIN

Robert Enghagen
GED Administrator
Wisconsin State Dept. of Public
Instruction
125 S. Webster Street
Madison, WI 53707
(608) 267-2275

WYOMING

Margaret Elwood
GED Administrator
WY Department of Workforce Services
Business Training and Outreach Divison
122 West 25th Street
Herschler Building, 2-E
Cheyenne, WY 82002
(307) 777-7885

AMERICAN SAMOA

Mike Himphill
GED Administrator
Government of American Samoa
Director of Education
Pago Pago, AS 96799
(011) (684) 633-5237

SOUTH CAROLINA

David Stout
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
GED Testing Office
1429 Senate Street, Suite 402
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 734-8348

SOUTH DAKOTA

Marcia Hess
GED Administrator
Department of Labor
Adult Education and Literacy/GED Office
700 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501-2291
(605) 773-3101

TENNESSEE

Phyllis Pardue
GED Administrator
TN Dept. of Labor and Workforce
Development
500 James Robertson Parkway
Davy Crockett Tower, 11th Floor
Nashville, TN 37245
(615) 532-5057

TEXAS

G. Paris-Ealy
GED Administrator
Texas Education Agency
William B. Travis Building
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78701
(512) 463-9292

UTAH

Murray Meszaros
GED Administrator
Utah State Office of Education
Adult Education Services
P.O. Box 144200
250 East 500 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200
(801) 578-8356

VERMONT

Sharon Parker
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
Career and Lifelong Learning Division
120 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620
(802) 828-3132

NORTH DAKOTA

G. David Massey
Assistant State Superintendent
Dept. of Public Instruction
Adult Education and Literacy
State Capital Building
600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0440
(701) 328-2393

OHIO

Joan Myers
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
25 S. Front Street Mailstop 106
First Floor
Columbus, OH 43215-4183
(614) 466-4868

OKLAHOMA

Linda Young
Director
State Department of Education
Lifelong Learning Section
2500 N. Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599
(405) 521-3321

OREGON

Deborah Lares
GED Administrator
Dept. of Community Colleges and
Workforce Development
Adult Basic Skills and Family Literacy
255 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310-1341
(503) 378-8648

PENNSYLVANIA

Janice Wessel
GED Administrator
State Department of Education
333 Market Street, 12th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333
(717) 783-3373

RHODE ISLAND

Johan E. Uvin
GED Administrator
Dept. of Elem. and Sec. Education
255 Westminster Street
Shepard Building
Providence, RI 02903-3414
(401) 222-8950

G
E

D
 S

T
A

T
IS

T
IC

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T

S
E

C
T

I
O

N
 

I
V

2
0

0
4

89



GUAM

Loita C. Reyes
GED Administrator
Guam Community College
P.O. Box 23069
Main Postal Facility
Barrigada, GU 96921
(011) (671) 735-5611

MARSHALL ISLANDS

Wayne D. Schmidt
GED Administrator
College of the Marshall Islands
P.O. Box 1258
Republic of Marshall Islands
Majuro, MH 96960
(011) (692) 625-3394

MICRONESIA

Wehns Billen
GED Administrator
Federated States of Micronesia
National Government
Palikir
Pohnpei, FM 96941
(011) (691) 320-2647

NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Fe Calixterio
ABE Director/GED Administrator
Dept of Ed/North Marianas College
Commonwealth of N. Mariana Is.
P.O. Box 501250
As Terlaje Campus
Saipan Mariana Isl., MP 96950
(011) (670) 234-5498

PALAU

Paulino Eriich
GED Administrator
Ministry of Education
Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction
P.O. Box 189
Koror, PL 96940
(011) (680) 488-5452

PUERTO RICO

Myrna Gonzalez Vazquez
GED Administrator
Department of Education
Cesar Gonzalez St- Calaf Corner
Rivera’s Bldg., Sixth Floor, #603
Tres Monjitas
Hato Rey, PR 919
(787) 759-2000

VIRGIN ISLANDS

Anna L. Lewis
Director and GED Administrator
Department of Education
Govt. of the Virgin Islands
State Office of Vocational-Technical and
Adult Education
St. Thomas, VI 802
(809) 774-5394

DANTES

Steve Beckman
Dantes Administrator
DANTES
Attn: Code 20B
6490 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32509-5243
(850) 452-1089

FEDERAL PRISONS

Huilan Larson
Education Specialist
Federal Bureau of Prisons
Department of Justice
320 First Street NW
Washington, DC 20534
(202) 305-3808

INTERNATIONAL

David Skarupa
Account Manager
Prometrics
1000 Lancaster Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
(443) 923-6405

MICHIGAN PRISONS

Julie DeRose
Education Manager
Michigan Department of Corrections
Grand View Plaza
P.O. Box 30003
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-3605

ALBERTA

Ross Newton
GED Administrator
Alberta Education
Learner Assessment Branch
44 Capital Boulevard, 
10044-108 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5J 5E6
(780) 427-0010

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Caroline Ponsford
Manager
Ministry of Education
P.O. Box 9886 STN PROV GOVT
Victoria, BC, BC V8W 9T6
(604) 356-7269

MANITOBA

Mark Gavard
Distance Learning Consnt/GED
Administrator
Manitoba Education
Distance Learning and Information 
Tech. Unit
555 Main Street
Winkler, MB R6W 1C4
(204) 325-1711

NEW BRUNSWICK

Linda O’Brien
GED Administrator
Dept. of Training and Employment
Development
P.O. Box 6000
500 Beaverbrook Court
Fifth Floor
Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1
(506) 444-3492

NEWFOUNDLAND

Robert Gardiner
GED Administrator
Department of Education
Evaluation, Testing and Certification
P.O. Box 8700
St. John’s, NF A1B 4J6
(709) 729-4310

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Bonnie Koslowski
GED Administrator
Department of Education
Lahm Ridge Tower, Second Floor
Franklin Avenue
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9
(867) 920-8939

NOVA SCOTIA

Bobbie Boudreau
Chief Examiner
Department of Education
P.O. Box 578
Halifax, NS B3J 2S9
(902) 424-0882
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NUNAVUT

Phoebe Hainnu
GED Administrator
Government of Nunavut
P.O. Box 1000, Station 900
Igaluit, NU X0A 0H0
(867) 975-5600

ONTARIO

Ron Pelland
GED Administrator and Chief Examiner
ON Education Communications Authority
2180 Yonge Street, Seventh Floor
Toronto, ON M4F 2B9
(416) 325-6512

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Barbara Macnutt
Manager
Department of Education
Literacy Initiatives Secretariat
16 Fitzroy
P.O. Box 2000
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8
(902) 368-6286

QUEBEC

Marc Le Duc
Administrator
DFGA
1035 De La Chevrotiere
17th floor
Quebec, QC G1R 5A5
(418) 646-8363

SASKATCHEWAN

Ernie Lipinski
GED Administrator
Saskatchewan Learning
1945 Hamilton Street, 12th Floor
Regina, SK S4P 2C8
(306) 787-8131

YUKON

Shelagh Beairsto
Dean, Developmental Studies
Yukon College
500 College Drive
P.O. Box 2799
Whitehorse, YT Y1A 5K4
(867) 668-8741
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Julia Lara 

Deputy Executive Director
Division of State Services and Technical 

Assistance
Council of Chief State School Officers 

(CCSSO)
One Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20001-1431
(202) 336-7042; fax: (202) 408-8072
Julial@ccsso.org

Kimberly Lee 

Director, Assessment, Evaluation and 
GED Administrator

Georgia Department of Technical and 
Adult Education

1800 Century Place NE, Suite 555
Atlanta, GA 30345-4304
(404) 679-1621; fax: (404) 679-4911
klee@dtae.org

Robert MacGillivray 

GED Administrator
Virginia Office of Adult Education 
Department of Education
P.O. Box 2120
Richmond, VA 23218
(804) 371-2333; fax: (804) 371-2456
rmacgill@mail.vak12ed.edu

Thomas MacLellan 

Policy Analyst
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 624-5427; fax: (202) 624-5313
tmaclellan@nga.org

Ross Newton 

GED Administrator
Alberta Learning
Learner Assessment Branch
44 Capital Boulevard
10044 108 Street NW, Suite 800
Edmonton, AB T5J 5E6
(780) 422-2626; fax: (780) 422-7025
ross.newton@gov.ab.ca

Ryan Champeau 

Principal
National Association of Secondary
Principals
2222 Michigan Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53188
(262) 970-3510; fax: (262) 970-3521
rchampea@waukesha.k12.wi.us

Jackie Davis 

President
Olney Central College
305 North West Street
Olney, IL 62450-1099
(618) 395-7777, ext. 2001; 
fax: (618) 392-5212
davisj@iecc.edu

Donna Dewitt 

President
South Carolina AFL-CIO
254 LaTonea Drive
Columbia, SC 29210
(803) 798-8300; fax: (803) 798-2231
scaflcio@bellsouth.net

Roy Erickson 

Director, Justice Education Program
Center for Civic Education
4808 Runway Drive
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
(916) 863-6614; fax: (916) 863-6551
cacoord49@aol.com

Gary Eyre 

Advance Associates & Consultants
434 East Yowy Street
Phoenix, AZ 85044-1543
(480) 893-0546; fax: (480) 961-5252
gaeyre@cox.net

Richard La Pan 

Education Administrator
Continuous School Improvement
New Mexico Public Education
Department
Jerry Apodaca Education Building
300 Don Gaspar Avenue
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2786
(505) 827-6561; fax: (505) 476-0329
richard.lapan@state.nm.us

Patricia Alvey 

GED Administrator
MD State Department of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
(410) 767-0068; fax: (410) 353-8435
palvey@mdse.state.md.us

Jane Arabian

Assistant Director for Enlistment 
Standards

Office of the Deputy Undersecretary of
Defense (MPP) Accession Policy
4000 Defense, Pentagon
Room 2B271
Washington, DC 20301-4000
(703) 697-9271; fax: (703) 614-9272
jane.arabian@osd.mil

Allyn Barker 

Vice President for Economic and 
Community Development

Southern West Virginia Community and
Technical College
P.O. Box 2900
Mount Gay, WV 25637
(304) 792-7041; fax: (304) 792-7006
allynb@southern.wvnet.edu

Vicki Bauer 

Director, Adult Education
Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South
P.O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
(402) 471-4807; fax: (402) 471-8127
vbauer@nde.state.ne.us

Hans Bos 

Berkeley Policy Associates
440 Grand Avenue, Suite 500
Oakland, CA 94610
(510) 465-7884, ext. 217; 
fax: (510) 465-7885
hans@bpacal.com
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Tony Peyton 

Director, Policy and Government Relations
National Center for Family Literacy
325 West Main Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 40202-4237
(502) 584-1133, ext. 126; 
fax: (502) 584-0172
tpeyton@famlit.org

Phillip PremDas 

GED Administrator
University of the District of Columbia
4200 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 274-7173; fax: (202) 274-7188

James Rumpler 

Department Head
DANTES
Attn: Code 20
6490 Saufley Field Road
Pensacola, FL 32509-5243
(850) 452-1087; fax: (850) 452-1005
jrumpler@voled.doded.mil

Anthony Sarmiento* 

Executive Director
Senior Service America
8403 Colesville Road, Suite 1200
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 578-8469; fax: (301) 578-8947
tsarmiento@ssa-i.org

Kwok-Sze Wong 

Executive Director
American School Counselor Association
1101 King Street, Suite 625
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 683-2722; fax: (703) 683-1619
asca@schoolcounselor.org

Lindsey Woolsey 

Policy Analyst
National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 624-5366; fax: (202) 624-5313
lwoolsey@nga.org

*Chairman
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Designated Associations—For Three-

Year Terms

American Association of Community 
Colleges

Carolyn Williams, President
Bronx Community College, NY
Term Ending February 2006

American Association of State Colleges & 
Universities

Robert Caret, President
Towson University, MD
Term Ending February 2008

Association of American Colleges & 
Universities

Bobby Fong, President
Butler University, IN
Term Ending February 2006

Association of American Universities
TBD

Association of Catholic Colleges & 
Universities

Stephen Privett, S.J., President
University of San Francisco, CA
Term Ending August 2008

Association of Jesuit Colleges & 
Universities

Joseph McShane, S.J., President
Fordham University, NY
Term Ending February 2007

Council of Independent Colleges
Jake Schrum, President
Southwestern University, TX
Term Ending October 2006

National Association of Independent 
Colleges & Universities

Mary Brown Bullock, President
Agnes Scott College, GA
Term Ending February 2007

Term Ending February 2007

Andrew K. Benton, President
Pepperdine University, CA

John J. DeGioia, President
Georgetown University, DC

Ricardo R. Fernandez, President
Herbert H. Lehman College, NY

Robert M. Gates, President
Texas A&M University

Steven D. Lavine, President
California Institute of the Arts

Lester C. Newman, President
Mississippi Valley State University

M. Lee Pelton, President
Willamette University, OR

Pamela J. Transue, President
Tacoma Community College, WA

Term Ending February 2008

Nancy E. Cantor, Chancellor and
President
Syracuse University, NY

Constance Carroll, Chancellor
San Diego Community College District, CA

Richard Celeste, President
Colorado College

Richard Freeland, President
Northeastern University, MA

Juan Mestas, Chancellor
University of Michigan–Flint

Martha Nesbitt, President
Gainesville College, GA

Charlene Nunley, President
Montgomery College, MD

Nancy Zimpher, President
University of Cincinnati, OH

Officers

Chair
M. Lee Pelton
President, Willamette University, OR

Vice Chair/Chair-elect
Nancy E. Cantor
Chancellor and President, Syracuse
University, NY

Immediate Past Chair
Willam E. Kirwan
Chancellor, University System of Maryland

Secretary (Interim)
Lawrence Bacow
President, Tufts University, MA

Ex-Officio
David Ward
President, American Council on Education

Term Ending February 2006

Lawrence Bacow, President
Tufts University, MA

Tito Guerrero, III, President
Stephen F. Austin State University, TX

Karen Holbrook, President
Ohio State University

Muriel A. Howard, President
State University of New York College at 

Buffalo

William E. Kirwan, Chancellor
University System of Maryland

Joseph F. McDonald, President
Salish Kootenai College, MT

Laura Palmer Noone, President
University of Phoenix, AZ
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ACE Board of Directors



National Association of State Universities 
& Land-Grant Colleges

Lee T. Todd, President
University of Kentucky
Term Ending May 2008

National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education

Larry Earvin, President
Huston-Tillotson University, TX
Term Ending February 2007

Elected Associations—For One-Year

Term, Ending February 2006

Council for Christian Colleges and 
Universities

Robert Andringa, President

EDUCAUSE
Brian Hawkins, President
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Designated Representative,

Washington Higher Education

Secretariat—For One-Year Term,

Ending August 2006

Kathleen Santora, Chief Executive Officer
National Association of College and 

University Attorneys, DC



Who Passed the GED Tests? GED 2003 Annual Statistical Report (2005) $15.00; Item #250703.
Who Passed the GED Tests? GED 2002 Annual Statistical Report (2004) $15.00; Item #250702.
Who Took the GED? GED 2001 Annual Statistical Report (2002) $15.00; Item #250701.
Who Took the GED? GED 2000 Annual Statistical Report (2001) $15.00; Item #250700.
Who Took the GED? GED 1999 Annual Statistical Report (2000) $15.00; Item #250799.
Who Took the GED? GED 1998 Annual Statistical Report (1999) $10.00; Item #250798.
Who Took the GED? GED 1997 Annual Statistical Report (1998) $10.00; Item #250797.
Who Took the GED? GED 1996 Annual Statistical Report (1997) $5.00; Item #250796.
Who Took the GED? GED 1995 Annual Statistical Report (1996) $5.00; Item #250795.
Who Took the GED? GED 1994 Annual Statistical Report (1995) $5.00; Item #250794.
Who Took the GED? GED 1993 Annual Statistical Report (1994) $5.00; Item #250793.
GED 1992 Annual Statistical Report (1993) $5.00; Item #250792.
GED 1991 Annual Statistical Report (1992) $5.00; Item #250791.
GED 1990 Annual Statistical Report (1991) $5.00; Item #250790.
GED 1989 Annual Statistical Report (1990) $5.00; Item #250789.
GED Annual Statistical Report Set: 1980-1988 $105.00; Item #250780-88.

Employers of Choice (2003); $9.00; Item #250401 
The Employers of Choice initiative was introduced by the General Educational Development (GED)
Testing Service in 2003. From Fortune 500 firms to small businesses, Employers of Choice know that
the GED credential is a standard they can trust and a tool they can use.

Information Bulletin on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED Tests); free: 
English version (2002); Item #251538
Canadian version (2003); Item #251540
Spanish version (2003); Item #251541
French version (2005); Item #251036

Includes sample test questions, information on how to prepare, and where to call for more information.

College Admissions and Candidates with GED High School Credential (2003); free; Item #251026 
(Bi-fold brochure) Limit 1,000 per order. A minimum shipping and handling fee of $6.95 applies to each order.

College Is Possible brochure (2003); free; Item #251032
(Tri-fold brochure) Limit 1,000 per order. A minimum shipping and handling fee of $6.95 applies to each order.

Alignment of National and State Standards: A Report by the GED Testing Service (1999); $22.99; 
K. Woodward, editor; Item #261418. 
Compares national and state secondary school standards in the four core academic areas. This report informs 
educators and the public about the 2002 Series GED Tests and synthesizes the standards in each discipline.
Includes an Executive Summary, also available online at www.gedtest.org.

The Literacy Proficiencies of GED Examinees: Results from the GED-NALS Study (1996); $20.00; Baldwin, J., 
Kirsch, I., Rock, D., and Yamamoto, K.; Item #250802. 
Presents findings about the literacy proficiencies of adults who take the GED Tests as compared to others evaluated in
the National Adult Literacy Survey. The report also explores the skills measured in common by the GED Tests and the
National Adult Literacy Survey scale.

GED Fulfillment Service—(301) 632-6758                                    Official GED Testing Service web site—www.gedtest.org
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prove yourself

GED Testing Service
One Dupont Circle NW, Suite 250

Washington, DC 20036-1163
(202) 939-9490

Fax: (202) 659-8875

www.gedtest.org




