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Today’s agenda 

1. General updates and reminders 

2. Update on testing for High School Equivalency 

3. Update on expanded data matching for post-secondary 

4. Findings on Bridge and Integrated Pathways service 

5. Update on GED® Testing results 

6. Changes to BEST Plus test and FY16 implications 

7. State NRS performance around level completion rates 



General Updates and reminders 

• Negotiations are currently underway to set FY16 NRS targets 

• UPDATE – Extract for adult education completions on A1 and A2 
submissions 

• Transitions and Performance extract now includes GED® data 
matched results 
• Consent required for individual results to be shared 
 

• Updates regarding Public Assistance students and various State 
PA reports 

• Important reminder to share with data entry staff - Make sure 
ONLY names are entered in student name fields 



General Updates and Reminders 

• Release/Request Process for FY15 
 

• FY15 EOY Expenditure Reports 
• Dealing with returning funds  
 

• All FY15 classes funded with grant funds must end on or 
before June 30th – No exceptions 

 

• Programs must ensure that student separations are 
completed appropriately 
• Instruction ends and the student indicates that he/she will not be returning; 

or 
• A student has not received instruction for 90 calendar days and is not 

scheduled to receive further instruction. 



General Updates and reminders 

Harmony WellCare GED® Benefit Program in Illinois (Tentative plans) 
• Beginning in FY16, Harmony Health Plan will begin offering the WellCare 

GED® Benefit Program in Illinois. 
• The program is open to Harmony WellCare participants who are over 17, 

do not have a High School Equivalency Certificate and possess a valid ID. 
• For eligible participants, Harmony WellCare will cover the cost to take all 

four parts of the GED® test in the form of a voucher. 
• Vouchers will be available after a student has: 

• Completed 40 hours of Adult Education classes 
• Completed a TABE test 
• And all four parts of the practice test has been successfully passed  

• More information will be disseminated to the field in coming months.  
• Find more info about Harmony WellCare at www.harmonyhpi.com  

http://www.harmonyhpi.com/


Updates on High School Equivalency… 

• The ICCB Board has approved the recommendations from the Illinois High 

School Equivalency Taskforce and authorizes ICCB staff to enact the 

following recommendations as submitted. 

• Adopt all three high school equivalency assessments currently available:  

• General Educational Development (GED® Test) – GED®  Testing Services;  

• Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC®) – CTB McGraw Hill Education; 

• High School Equivalency Test (HiSET) - Educational Testing Services (ETS). 
 

• Continue the taskforce to explore alternative methods of credentialing 
 

• Develop and facilitate PD on effective instructional practices and content 
 

• Additional  mini session being conducted during the Administrator’s 

Meeting regarding the IHSE Taskforce 



Expanded matching for Post-Secondary results… 

• Expanded matching for post-secondary results 

• Using data from the National Student Clearinghouse® 

•  Over 3,600 colleges and universities participate 

• Post-Secondary results impacted by two significant factors 

• Exit timeline and match requirement 

• Increase in cohort # to include all who enter AEFL with prior 

degrees regardless of future educational plans 

• FY14 Cohort success was only 13% 

• FY13 Cohort was originally 18%, but rematch of records 

shows increase to 29% 



Bridge & Integrated Pathways findings… 

Post-Secondary data related to Bridge and AO… 

 

 



 

 

Update on all GED® testing through 4-20-14… 

• Testing 1-1-14 to 4-20-14: 

• Testing 7-1-14 to 4-2-15: 

 

 

 



GED® testing results Jan 1 to Apr 20,  2014 

Pass Rate was 38% 



FY15 GED® testing through 4-2-15 
Pass Rate @ 64% 
- Was 51% as of 10/29/14 



GED® testing results through 4-20-14 



FY15 GED® testing through 4-2-15… 



GED® testing update through 4-20-15… 

• A few points regarding GED® testing (specifically for the 
3,458 students from AEFL programs) from 7/14 to 2/15: 

• Of the 1,303 students taking all four parts of the test, 603 (46%) 
have passed all four parts. 

• Average score all 1,303 students = 609 

• Average score of 603 students passing = 633 

• 2,149 students have passed various subparts of the test 

• 1,100 have passed one subtest 

• 660 have passed two subtests 

• 389 have passed three subtests 

• Reminder – Detailed GED® Testing information is available at 
the program level for those students who granted consent via the 
GED 2014 Series - Detail Match by Student in DAISI/Pentaho 

 



BEST Plus changes for FY16 

• Effective July 1, 2015 the BEST Plus score ranges for 
each NRS level will change. Changes are as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• New levels are based on the results of Standard Setting Studies that took 

place at CAL in 2012 and 2013 using experts from the field 



Implications for FY16 BEST Plus changes… 

• Two separate sets of scale score ranges associated 
with the NRS levels 
 

• Needed modifications will be made in DAISI for new 
scoring system 

 
• No changes anticipated on SPLs 
 
• Major implication for testing students who will 

return for FY16 services 
• FY15 BEST Plus post-test can’t be used for FY16 pre-

test or FY16 placement 
 



National Reporting System reminders… 

• A few reminders re: students reported to the 
National Reporting System (NRS)  

• Must have a minimum of 12 attendance hours 

• Students in fixed entry classes must also reach the midterm 

successfully in order to be counted 

• Error free in DAISI 
• (i.e. all required fields completed, pre-tested, attendance valid, etc) 

• Excludes VOC only or Foreign Language GED students only 

 









The good news… 
We still have 

time to hit the 
targets! 

 

 

A historical look 
at 

performance… 

 

 







FY14 – Missed opportunities to show learning gains… 



FY15 – Still a chance to show learning gains… 



What can YOU do to help… 

1. Reduce the number of students from your program 
in the state’s Pentaho NRS Report column tilted 
“Eligible for a post-test and no prior LG (Group 2 & 
3)” 

2. Use the “Guide to identifying NRS students eligible 
for post-testing via Pentaho (FINAL)” to identify all 
students eligible for post-testing with no prior level 
gain. 

3. Ensure as many of these students as possible are 
post-tested and record data in DAISI 


