Fiscal Year 2009

Illinois Community College Board

Career and Technical Education

Regional Collaboration Grant

Purpose: 
The purpose of the FY 2009 CTE - Regional Collaboration Grant is to support the creation and steering of Regional Collaboratives of CTE stakeholders designed to promote collaboration and innovation at the sub-state level.  Funds will be allocated to each Regional Collaborative based upon the total number of community colleges and Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agents officially aligned as members.  Each community college or Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agent may only be officially aligned with one Regional Collaborative.  All community colleges and Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agent federal consortia fiscal agents are strongly encouraged to participate in one of these regional projects.  The ability to access funding from the CTE - Regional Collaboration Grant is contingent upon membership in a Regional Collaborative.



Application for the incorporation of specific fiscal year 2009 Regional Collaboratives are due to the  Illinois Community College Board by December 31, 2008.  Grant funding will be provided to the one community college specifically identified as the fiscal agent on the Regional Collaborative Funding Application form.  While the fiscal agent will organize the project, all grant funded activities must be conceived, coordinated and performed by the Regional Collaborative members.  

Goal and

Activities: 
Each Regional Collaborative plan must address all three of the following goals.



GOAL #1-Develop or enhance the regional collaboration among Collaborative members in order to improve, modernize and enhance career and technical education programs at the secondary and postsecondary levels.  This should include, at a minimum, regular meetings of the Regional Collaborative to share ideas, discuss issues and disseminate best practices.


GOAL #2-Identify model programs and disseminate best practice models among Collaborative members and/or statewide.   


GOAL #3-Identify and support exemplary professional development opportunities for Collaborative members, and support the sharing of learned information with the Collaborative membership as a whole




Specific activities in support of theses goals must be designed and organized around the following six Program of Study Principles and Design Elements.  Regional Collaborative Grant funds may only be expended on activities that support one more of these Elements.  Final grant reporting will be organized around the six Program of Study Principles and Design Elements.  



Program of Study Principles and Design Elements


1.
Leadership, organization and support




Programs are developed and supported with input from collaborative partners.



2.
Access and opportunity





Learners have access to educational opportunities and services that enable their 
success.



3.
Alignment and transition





Education and training providers, with input from business and industry, enhance 
alignment that facilitates student transition through the educational pipeline.



4.
Enhanced curriculum and instruction




Curriculum and pedagogy involve rigorous and relevant instruction that enhances 
learning and enables students attain credentials.


5.
Professional preparation and development




Preparation and professional development opportunities are provided to key 
personnel to continuously improve the educational environment.



6.
Accountability and program improvement




Data are collected and shared to demonstrate accountability and improve 
outcomes.

Objective: 
FY 2009 CTE Innovation Grant funds may only be used for projects and activities that support one or more of the following Grant Objectives:
1. Leadership, organization and support

a. Develop and/or enhance collaborative activities among partners that will support the formation, implementation and assessment of Programs of Study.

2. Access and opportunity 

a. Develop and/or enhance programs and projects that increase learner access to educational opportunities and services that enable their success.

3. Alignment and transition 

a. Develop and/or enhance alignment activities that facilitate student transition through the educational pipeline. 

4. Enhanced curriculum and instruction

a. Develop and/or enhance rigorous and relevant curriculum and pedagogy that that enhances learning and enables students attain credentials.

5. Professional preparation and development

a. Develop and/or enhance professional development opportunities for key personnel to continuously improve the educational environment.

6. Accountability and program improvement 

a. Develop and/or enhance activities to improve data sharing among partners.

b. Develop and/or enhance activities to improve Perkins IV accountability outcomes. 

Use of Funds: 
Fiscal Year 2009 CTE - Regional Collaboration Grant funds may only be used in support of the grant purpose stated above.  Grant funds must supplement, not supplant, any funds currently being directed towards these goals.  
Application:
In order to be considered for incorporation as a Regional Collaborative under the terms of 

the CTE - Regional Collaboration Grant, partnerships must be formed among and 


between community colleges and Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins 


Title II fiscal agents.  Each community college and Partnership for College and Career 


Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agent will be considered a full member of the Regional 


Collaborative.  Funding for each Regional Collaborative will be determined by multiplying 


the number of full members by $1000 (e.g. if Regional Collaborative “A” is comprised of 


two community colleges and three Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins 


Title II fiscal agent federal consortia fiscal agents, that Collaborative will be eligible to 


receive up to $5000 in FY09 CTE - Regional Collaboration Grant funds).  Community 


Colleges that are also the Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II 


fiscal agents are eligible to participate as two separate entities - and may align 



themselves with two separate Regional Collaboratives (if they so choose).  Each of the 


two affiliations (community college and Partnership for College and Career Success, 


Perkins Title II fiscal agent) are considered to be separate Full Members.



To formally apply for fiscal year 2009 funding under the CTE - Regional Collaboration 


Grant, each individual community college and Partnership for College and Career 


Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agent (i.e., the full members) must first determine with 


whom they wish to organize.  Regional Collaboratives are expected to encompass all the 


full members in a particular regional area.  However, it is at the discretion of the individual 

members to determine the most appropriate regional area with which to associate.  A 


Regional Collaborative must include at least two community colleges and two Partnership 

for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agents.  Once the initial 



organizational decisions have been made, a fiscal agent selected (NOTE: only 



community colleges are eligible to be a Regional Collaborative fiscal agent) and the full 


members have committed to the Regional Collaborative, then the identified fiscal agent 


can submit an FY09 RCG Funding Application Form by December 31, 2008 to: 




The Illinois Community College Board




ATTENTION: Rob Kerr




401 East Capitol Avenue




Springfield, Illinois 62701

Grant 

Amounts: 
Each of the 48 Illinois community colleges and the 40 Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agents will be considered as full members of a Regional Collaborative.  Funding for each Regional Collaborative will be determined by multiplying the number of full members by $1,000. However, the ICCB reserves the right to decrease or increase the per applicant dollar amount based upon funds allocated for this project Community Colleges that are also the Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agents are eligible to participate as two separate entities - and may align themselves with two separate Regional Collaboratives (if they so choose).  Each of the two affiliations (community college and Partnership for College and Career Success, Perkins Title II fiscal agent) are considered to be separate Full Members.
Period:

July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009.  Grant funds shall be expended or obligated by June 30, 2009. 

Deliverables:
At the end of the fiscal year each Regional Collaborative is required to submit:



1)
A final comprehensive report detailing the activities funded by the grant and the 
impact the grant had in relation to the three grant goals; and 



2) 
A final grant expenditure report.  


Reports are due to ICCB by 4:30 p.m. on October 1, 2009.

For further

Information:
If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Rob Kerr at rob.kerr@illinois or by phone at (217) 785-0068.
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